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A nation descends into anarchy 
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hpfore the riot police who shot him during rioting in Jakarta yesterday; top 
A man lies frt>m ^ condition of the victim was not known, 

right, he B ^ (^jng acmss the city centre Photographs: Achmad Ibrahim/AP 

Last night fire* ...» 


THE FUTURE of President 
Suharto of Indonesia was in 
grave doubt last night after 
mounting popular unrest erupt- 
ed m riots which devastated 
large areas of Jakarta and left the 
capita] in a state of near anarchy. 

The President was due to fly 
into Jakarta this rooming, after 
reports in Indonesian newspa- 
pers that he will step down if he 
no longer had the “tnist” of his 
people. 

“If I am no longer trusted I 
will become a sage, and en- 
deavour to get close to God,” 
he was quoted as saying during 
a state visit to Egypt which was 
cut short by the escalating dis- 
turbances. “I will spend my 
time guiding my children so they 
become good people, guide the 
community and give advice.” 

President Suharto has in the 
past made similar statements, 
and his remarks were down- 
played by his foreign minister, 
Ali Alatas. But in the President’s 
absence there appeared to be a 
vacuum of power in the world’s 
fourth biggest nation, as mobs 
of looters sacked large areas of 
the city unchecked by police or 
army. 

"Bulks and armoured cars 
were seen driving through the 
centre of town last night, and 
the Jakarta military comman- 
der, Major General Syafrie 
Syamsudm promised to “face ri- 
oters and looters firmly”. 

Potential successors to the 
President - including senior 
generals and opposition figures 
- made no public statements 
about the political situation and 
appeared to be biding their 
time. “The situation is going to 
improve," said General Wiran- 
to, the chief of the armed forces. 
“Please believe in the military.” 

What began three days ago 



Richard Lloyd Parry sees Jakarta 
ravaged by street mobs as the people 
of Indonesia turn against their dictator 


as a peaceful student demon- 
stration has transformed itself 
in the past 48 hours into some- 
thing that defies easy categori- 
sation - part political protest, 
part pillage and part ethnic 
pogrom. Jakarta has been tense 
since Tbesday night when ax stu- 
dents were shot dead by police 
breaking up a demonstration at 
a private university. On 
Wednesday, mobs of ordinary 
Jakartans rampaged along two 


How Suharto 
turned a country 
into a family firm 
-Page 3 
Leading article 
- Page 20 

streets adjoining the campus. 
Yesterday, after a night in which 
at least 11 people were burned 
alive after mobs set their homes 
alight, the anarchy spread 
throughout the city. 

For miles the streets of 
Jakarta look tike the set of a dis- 
aster film. Hundreds of shops, 
houses, public buD dings, police 
stations, hotels, shopping cen- 
tres and markets were burned. 
Among them were a Heineken 
beer brewery, the home of Liem 
Sioe Lioug, one of Indonesia’s 
richest men and a close friend 
of President Suharto, and the 


headquarters of the social affairs 
mmistiy which is nm by the pres- 
ident’s daughter, Siti Haidiyan- 

ti Rukmana. 

Shops and businesses dosed 
down in most parts of central 
Jakarta. The toll road to the air- 
port was dosed, stranding many 
passengers in their hotels, and 
many outbound flights were 
filled up with retreating ex-pa- 
triates and ethnic Chinese In- 
donesians who are often 
scapegoated in times of unrest 

The Indonesian currency, 
the rupiah, whose collapse last 
summer set off economic tur- 
moil throughout the country, 
fell steeply, further jeopardising 
the programme of economic re- 
form and recovery agreed be- 
tween the government and the 
International Monetary Fund. 

By mid-rooming yesterday, 
Gajah Mada Street a main 
road linking central Jakarta 
with Chinatown and the docks 
to the north was empty of mo- 
torists as the looters set to 
work. Just before noon, a 
squadron of 30 helmeted troops 
on motoririkes roared out of the 
smoke towards the north. 

Suddenly, the silhouettes of 
soldiers became visible firing into 
the air and taking level aim at 
people on the streets. Everyone 
ran for cover, the rounds fired 
were either blanks or the rubber 
coated bullets which have 
claimed several lives this week. 
But there were confirmed re- 
ports of only a handful of deaths 


or injuries by the end of the day. 

By the afternoon, there was 
hardly a pane of glass left un- 
smasbed. Dozens of cars were 
burned out or burning. Rir miles 
there were no police or soldiers 
to be seen and in several parts of 
the city the red-bezeted marines. 
traditionaOytliefevouritesofor- 
dmaiy people, were seen joining 
hands with looters. 

Individual motivation is dif- 
ficult to fathom, but even the 


most opportunistic of the rioters 
explain their actions in political 
terms. “It’s revenge for what the 
nrihlaiy did to the students,” said 
one man who identified himself 
as Danny. “Nepotism and cor- 
ruption,” shouted someone else. 
“The Chinese have debts, and 
we have to pay them.” said an- 
other man. 

A disproportionate number 
of the reported dead have been 
Chinese, and If racist sentiment 
catches hold among the Muslim 
majority then a truly dreadful sit- 
uation looms. But the most ve- 
hement abuse was reserved for 
the President. An 18-year-old 
woman, Linda Putri, screwed up 
her face and spat out the words, 
“I hate Pak [Father] Harto." 

Family nation, page 3 
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He listed a range of factors, 
including the dismantling of 
paramilitary structures and co- 
operation on arms decommis- 
sioning, which he said the 
Government would put into leg- 
islation. But in a meticulous^ 
worded speech he appeared to 
stop short of specifying what 
Unionist critics of foe accord 
want - making IRA decommis- 
sioning a formal requirement be- 
fore Sinn Fein can be admitted 
into a new administration. 

In his speech be made only 
a glancing reference to the ear- 


bated by the release, on four-day 
home leave, of foe notorious 
gnmran Michael Stone. . 

Mr Blair said there had to be 
a ri^ff Mu m t tiTiertfrhat virience 

was over for good, with an end 
to bombings, killings and beat- 


ings and an end to targeting and 
procurement of weapons. 

But in a balancing section of 
his speech he added: “Ware 
not setting new preconditions or 
barriers. On foe contrary, we 
want as many people as possi- 
ble to use the agreement as foeir 
bridge across to an exclusively 
peaceful path.” 


^ with. gone”. 


led to much Unionist critidsm. 
This sentiment may be exacer- 


on republicans found an echo 


in Dublin where foe Taoiseach, 
Bertie Ahern, declared: “Peo- 
ple are entitled to an absolute 
assurance that the conflict is 
over, that weapons will not be 
used again by either the parties 
owning them or allowed to fall 
into the wrong hands.” 

Mr Blair’s walkabout and 
talk at foe Belfast Balmoral 
Show was not quite the stick pro- 
duction one expects from new 
Labour. IBs speech was broad- 
cast at strategic points outside. 
Bat much of it was indistinct and 
accompanied by neighing of 
horses and mooing of cattle. 

Many of those present how- 
ever, waked in the belief that Mr 


Blair would appear outside for 
a question-and-answer session. 
Is the event this was cancelled 
at the last moment and the PM 
and his entourage made a quick 
eat from foe bade of the stands. 

Robert Fraser, a Protestant 
farm manager, said he had want- 
ed clarification about aspects of 
the speech. “[Blair] was going on 
about reviews on the rules of the 
settlement including decom- 
missioning. Who is going to be 
doing that? ... I wanted hhn to 
stand here and answer these 
questions. It seems to me be is 
only ready for thing? his people 
are carefully setting up.” 

Loyalist released, page 2 


Lawrence plea 

THE five suspects in the racist 
murder of Stephen Lawrence 
; are to seek judicial review of 
I a public inquiry’s order that 
they attend the hearing and 
answer questions. Page 2 

Microsoft talks 

MICROSOFT was negotiat- 
ing in Washington yesterday 
in a bid to fend off a poten- 
tially crippling action by the 
US government Page 23 
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LESSONS m-cjtihfpsfaip; moral 
vataesandprepaiafioaJciradak 
life should play an important 
part in a new, slimmer nation- 
al curriculum from die year 
2000, the Government said yes- 
terday. David Biunkett, Secre- 
tary of State for Education, 
announced a top-to-bottom re- . 
view of the curriculum for 
pupils aged three to 16. 

He made it dear that he 
wants to give teachers more 
freedom to decide which sub- 
jects to teach and how to teach 
them. Though lessons In core 
subjects such as En g lish , maths 
and probably science, will be 
prescribed in detail by die Gov- 
ernment, schools w31 have a 
much freer band with the oth-. 
er seven subjects in the present 
curriculum. That wffl enable 
ministers to carry forward plans 
lo let under-achieving 14-year- 
olds spend most of their time in 
the workplace or college rather 
than at schooL 

It wiQ also mean that schools 
wQ] be able to find time for sub- 
jects such as citizenship, morals 
and sex and drugs education 
which Mr Biunkett is deter- 
mined to promote. Subjects 
such as technology, French, 
history and music may be side- 
lined to make room for lessons 
which will prepare pupils for 
adult life. 

Suggestions from Govern- 
ment advisory groups examin- 
ing creative and cultural 
education may also be incor- 
porated into the timetable. 

Mr Biunkett has asked his 
advisers at the Qualifications 
and Curriculum Authority to 
carry out the review. With 
teachers already underpressure 
from a series of new Govern- 
ment initiatives, he is anxious to 
persuade them thathe does not-- 
want a root-and-branch over- 
haul of the curriculum. 

But he is committed to look- 



ing at adiffearent appro: 

the 45,000 pspfls’ who 

Kfcool each year without^any 
.qualifications. , He also wants 
ttys curriculum aathoriw to 
Jabk again a££he guidelines on 
how iwdeiijErves should be 
taught " . j 

Literacy and nonoeraqr tar- 
gets for 11 -year-olds axe the 
centrepiece of the Govern- 
ment’s strategy for raising stan- 
dards and ministers want 
nursery children to be well- 
prepared for reading and maths 
when they arrive in school re- 


The last government 
promised that there would be 
no major changes to the cur- 
riculum before the year 2000 af- 
ter a major review undertaken 
by Sir Ron Dealing three years 

ago. 

However, Mr Biunkett, who 
is determined that schools will 
meet literacy and numeracy 
targets, tore up the primary cur- 
riculum earlier this year and an- 
nounced that primary schools 
would not have to follow. 

He said yesterday; “It is es- 
sential that schools be allowed 
to concentrate on raising stan- 
dards. They will not be able to 
achieve this if the review of the 
curriculum brings with it 
excessive disruption and 
upheaval in schools. 

“We want to see a national 
curriculum that allowed teach- 
ers the flexibility to address key 
priorities during a child's school 
career and ensures a proper 
place for their preparation for 
adult life, including education 
for citizenship.” 

William Stubbs, the author- 
ity's chairman, said; 'The review 
which is about to start does so 
against a background of great 
advances in technology, changes 
in the shape of work and in the 
nature of society. The -task be- 
fore us is to ensure that the na- 
tional curriculum is relevant to 
the changing world.” 



Michael Stone in prison. His crimes included a murderous attack at the funeral of IRA members killed by the SAS 
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Temporary release for loyalist killer 


By David HdOttrifk 

Ireland Correspondent 


MICHAEL STONE, released 
temporality from prison yes- 
terday. is a one-man loyalist 
equivalent of the IRA’s Bal- 
combe Street gang: a symbol 
from the heyday of extreme 
Protestant violence, of killing on 
a large scale. 

Tbe rapturous reception giv- 
en to the Balcombe Street peo- 
ple at last week's Sinn Fein 
ard-fheis offended many Protes- 
tants and is perceived as a set- 
back for the Yes campaign in 
next Friday’s referendums on 
the Good Friday agreement. - 

The sight of Stone may re- 
inforce that feeling, for, while 
a special Protestant detesta- 


tion is reserved for republican 
prisoners, his appearance wDl 
serve as a reminder of one of the 
sections of tbe accord which 
most troubles Unionist voters. 

This is the controversial pro- 
vision that, if all goes well with 
the agreement. Stone and all 
other prisoners whose parent 
paramilitary organisations are 
on ceasefire can expect release 
by the middle of tbe year 2000 
at the latesL 

He became an icon of loy- 
alist terror because he killed six 
Catholics, because his extraor- 
dinary attack on a republican fo- 
neraFwas photographed and 
televised, and because it was a 
near-sUicide mission which al- 
most ended in his own death. 

The incident took place in 


Belfast’s MUltown cemetery in 
March 1988 as republicans 
buried three IRA activists who 
bad been shot dead by the SAS 
in Gibraltar. While one of the 
coffins was being lowered into 
the grave. Stone threw hand 
grenades at the thousands of 
mourners. 

As the crowds took cover he 
fired shots from two handguns 
then jogged towards a motor- 
way several hundred yards 
away. After the initial confusion 
he was pursued by several hun- 
dred republican youths, whom 
- he bel^ off with occasional 
gunfire: Spme caught up with 
dum asW reached tb««no tor- 
way and hie was beaten uncon- 
scious before being rescued by 
an RUC patrol. When he came 


round, his first question was: 
“How many of the bastards 
did I kill?” He bad killed three 
of his pursuers and injured a to- 
tal of 60 people with his 
grenades and bullets, including 
a 10-year-old boy, a grand- 
mother and a pregnant woman. 

At his trial he pleaded not 
guilty but offered no defence, 
winch meant the prosecution 
had to present all its evidence, 
gjving m aximum publicity to the 
details of his career. It emerged 
that he had carried out three 
easlier killing of Catbobftand 
conspired tt> murder niany 
more, including Sinn Ffiin’s 
Martin MeGuinrfeSs: All this 
made him. a celebrity in the 
backstreets of the loyalist ghet- 
toes. Gifts and fan-mail were 


sent to him in the Maze prison, 
while a regular stream of stories 
in the Northern Ireland tabloid 
press kept him in the public eye. 
It is said locks of his hair have 
been raffled in loyalist clubs: 

His lQyeais in the jajl seem 
to have mellowed him some- 
what, for, although he lives 
within walls plastered with the 
regalia of paramflitarism, he is 
thought of now as a compara- 
tive moderate. In January this 
year be was among prisoners 
who met the Northern Ireland 
-Secretary, Mo Mowiamnwf 
? 7; - Speaking to jourtijil|s& t af 
that time, he said: ’ “ S j^all 
'about dialogue and ©hf|5lP6nt 
we’ve been pushing. 
get through tins situation Jwith 
loyalists, anything’s possible.*' 
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WHAT GLORIOUS weath- 
er we're having! Unless, of 
course, you happen to be in 
Weymouth, where the base- 
ment of the police station was 
flooded by storms on Wednes- 
day night and prisoners had to 
be transferred to Dorchester. 

As I was saying: What glo- 
rious weather we’re having! 
Unless you live in Wareham, 
where a bolt of lightning stuck 
a chimney pot in South Street 

and a house in Wfest Street was 

also hit by lightning. 

But apan from the elec- 
trical storms in Dorset - which 


left thousands of homes with- 
out power, and many more 
without sleep as alarms were 
set off unpredictabty, and re- 
adied in the county's fire- 
fighters being called out 112 
times oo Wednesday night - 
apart from those, we’re real- 
ly having some excellent 
weather — apart from the 
. flood alert in Somerset, or if 
you’re one of those poor chaps 
trying to play golf in Oxford- 
shire, where thunderstorms 
delayed the start of ttejfcn- 
son & Hedges International. 

There’s a good deal of fog 
around, of course, and some 
smog as ground-level clouds 
prevent smoke and car- 
exhaust fumes from escaping 
into the upper atmosphere, 
and there are some storms 
brewing in France that are on 
their way over here. But the 
important thing is that 
Southampton recorded 28.6C 
on Wednesday, the highest 
temperature recorded on 13 
May. 

So for any readers soaking 
in Dorset, golfing in Oxford- 
shire, shivering in York, or 
even colder in Newcastle, the 
message is clear: just lie back 
and think of Southampton. 
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“What if something goes wrong 
after we move in?" 
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“ What is the difference between 
faced and variable interest rates 7“ 






Four questions you need answered 








before buying a home* 


te* 


There area lot m stages tn buyfaiga home. Foe answers 10 yaw gaaBawh I** <«P * «P W sreppAfefauni any iWI^ tokor see fa mortgage wdalig there. 




© 

Midland Bank 



: : in 

’iOy 




Mentha- HSBC Group 


—■ ’"v- ■ i ■■ i:- t . ' ■.•r; horn 


3 {- 

w> ’ ! 


_ 1 would Hte tube eaoUciaf ■' J ' 


.. _( . _ 


/ 





% 















3/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 15 MAY I99S 


The Indonesian autocrat may be brought down by a force even the mightiest tyrant cannot control — the global economy 

The secretive ruler who turned his 
country into a family business 


t killer 


By Rupert Cornwell 

THE BAPAK he used to be 
called by a grateful nation - the 
“father* of Indonesia. He is se- 
active and shy, almost mystical 
in his ways. His style is as mod- 
1 est as that of his predecessor, 
Sukarno, was flamboyant. If 
needs be, he can be ruthless. But 
his true mastery lies in playing 
one rival off against another, in 
turning silence and secrecy into 
tools of power. Thus, amid ru- 
mour and shadows. President 
Suharto has ruled the fourth 
most populous country in the 
world for a third of a century. 
But now (he Bapak looks about 
to be brought down by some- 
thing the mightiest autocrat 
cannot control: the global econ- 
omy of the 20th century. 

Suharto’s Indonesia has 
been a mutant Asian tiger, 
} Outwardly, it has obeyed the 
principles of the market, fos- 
tered by a group of California- 
trained technocrats called the 
“Berkeley Mafia"; but in truth 
suffused with economic na- 
tionalism, and perverted by 
cronyism and rank comiption. 

The beneficiaries include an 
inner circle of businessmen, 
prospering mightily from gov- 
ernment contracts, and licences 
and protection, in return for fi- 
nancial support for the regime. 
The innermost drdle of all, how- 
ever, is the Suharto family. 

. Just bow much the four of his 

Y six children - Tbmmy, Siti, Sig- 
it, and Bam bang (Toshiba," as 


the mocking acronym has it) - 
have accumulated through their 
interests in telecomm unkzi lions, 
hotels, cars and a host of other 
sectors may only be guessed. The 
estimates range from $5bn to as 
much as S30bn - an amount 
equal to a 

seventh of the entire economy 
as measured in those happier 
days of 1996, when a dollar 
fetched only 2300 rupiah. Tbday 
with the exchange rate at 11,000 
rupiah, and given the probabil- 
ity that the Suhartos have been 


Ceausescu of Romania, exe- 
cuted in the coup of Christmas 
1989. The closest parallel per- 
haps, geographically and polil- 
icalfy, is President Marcos, who 
accumulated a vast personal for- 
tune until being ousted m 1986 
by a popular revolt in the Philip- 
pines, similar lo the one in In- 
donesia today. 

One thing though is certain. 
Whether elds mechanism for 
perpetual family enrichment 
can continue, depends now on 
the military out of which Suhar- 



Suhartos future depends 
on the military out of 
which he grew. The army 
made him. it is now the 
arbiter of his fate 


able to hedge their currency 
bets, the ramshackle national 
economy could be more than 
ever, the family business. 

Kleplocracy is not quite the 
word for it; unlike President 
Mobutu, fallen father of an- 
other, African, nation, Suharto’s 
rule has seen a steady im- 
provement in his people's eco- 
nomic Iol Like Lenin, be can 
boast of bringing electricity to 
every village. Nor has his rule 
been as brutal and suffocating 
as that of another practitioner 
of rampant nepotism, Nieolae 


to grew. Bom into a devout Mus- 
lim family near Yogyakarta in 
centra) Java, he spent a child- 
hood of great poverty. The army 
he joined in 1942, aged 21, was 
a militia created by the Japan- 
ese. But serving under Indone- 
sia's wartime occupiers only 
hardened the love of discipline 
and order, and the sense of na- 
tion that marks him to this day. 

By 194S he was fighting to 
drive out the Japanese, and by 
1949 he had helped secure In- 
donesia’s independence from 
Dutch colonial power. He rose 


steady through the ranks, to be- 
come commander of the strate- 
gic reserve in 1 962. Three yeans 
later as President Sukarno sided 
with the Communists, came the 
celebrated but still not fully ex- 
plained coup, whose failure 
would topple him. In 1967, 
Suharto became president, the 
only change of regime in the 
country’s modern history. 

In the decades that followed, 
an unspoken fear underpinned 
his rule: that without the guid- 
ing band of the Bapak, all 
would revert to the shambles 
from which he rescued the . 
country. The events of 1965, 
when the bodies of four gener- 
als were thrown down a well at 
Halim Air Force Base near 
Jakarta, and a vengeful army 
used the pretext to permit the 
slaughter of thousands of eth- 
nic Chinese are etched in the 
collective folk memory. 

No matter Suharto, as chief- 
of-staff, may have presided over 
the killing. He had restored or- 
der. It was his good fortune also 
that the first period of his rule co- 
incided with the growth of In- 
donesia’s oil industry. Thanks to 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (Opec) and 
political upheavals in the Middle 
East, oQ prices in the 1970s 
tripled, and then tripled again. 
Pertamina, the state oil compa- 
ny became a power in the region 
- and a byword for corruption 
beyond. 

But enough wealth and pub- 
lic investment was trickling 


•: r , : 



(D Hutomo Mandate Puna, also known as Tommy or sometimes Toshiba; estimated worth $600m, 
much earned from the franchise for the national Timor" car. 

®Siglt Hsjojudanto, estimated worth 5450m. 

® President Suharto. 

©Bambang Trihatmodjo, estimated worth S3 bn. 

©Rib tats first lady Tien Suharto, who died in Aprt 1996. 

QpSffl Hanfijanfl Rutonana, also known as Tutut, worth some hundreds of millions of dollars, much 
made as an "agent" smoothing the way forforoifpi companies Investing bi Indonesia. 


Anger at continuing arms trade 


By Fran Abrams. ’ 

FWiticaJ Correspondent 

MORE THAN 5Q batches of 
British arms haveTjeen sold to 
Indonesia since Labour an- 
nounced its new “ethical* for- 
eign policy, it was confirmed 
. yesterday. ‘ 

• The Suharto regime in 
Jakarta, where riots have raged 
since six students were shot 
. dead during a demonstration .on 
TUesday, has been condemned 
across the world. Many more 
people have been killed in riots 
whkh followed the shootings. 

British minis ters say they 
are “concerned* about the at- 
uation and are momtoring it, but 
they .have turned down just 


seven export licence applica- 
tions for arms since May 1 997, 
while approving 56. 

Yesterday, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, Robin Cook, denied 
that Britain was breaching its 
policy of not exporting arms 
which might be used for inter- 
nal repression. He said: “Sad- 
ly it appears to be the case that 
some of the equipment being 
used against those rioters is sold 
from Britain. It would not have 
been sold under the new crite- 
ria we brought in and under 
which we have refused seven li- 
cences. 

“There has been a big dif- 
ference in what we would sell. 
We have made quite dear that 
we will not sell equipment that 


will be used for internal re- 

\ ’SSSiOIL” 

^."be fed that Europe was 
watching, visiting and monitor- 
ing the situation in Indonesia 
amounted to important diplo- 
matic pressure, he said. The only 
picture of Mr Cook featured in 
his first ann ual report on human 
rights shows him shaking hands 
with President Suharto. 

Yesterday, MPs increased 
pressure on ministers to allow 
parliamentary scrutiny of arms 
sales and for full details to be 
disclosed. Even now, it is not 
possible to tell what arms have 
been sold to' Indonesia because 
only broad categories are giv- 
en. FigbLer jets are in the same 
category as crash helmets and 


flamethrowers are listed along- 
side safety flares. 

David Heath, Liberal De- 
mocrat MP for Somezton and 
Rome, said the system of re- 


“You can’t tell whether what is 
being sold is a packet of screws 
or an armoured car." 

Ann Qwyd, Labour MP for 
Cynon Wley, said Hawk jets 
given licences under the Tories 
were being delivered to In- 
donesia this month. The Gov- 
ernment should “presume 
against" all arms exports to the 
regime, she said. “Indonesia has 
a corrupt, rotten government 
with a terrible record on human 

rights and we should not be sell- 
ing arms there." 


Chief Rabbi gives his blessing to 
> the joys of kosher sex 


McCann - 

THE CHIEF RABBL. Dr 
J onathan Socks, has shocked the 
conservative Jewish community 
bjfbaddngthe author of a book 
wfech broadens the kinds of sex 
penned for Orthodox Jews. 

^btx^KosherSex,ttnA its 
autfxmRabbi Shmuel Boteach, 
already been criticised by 
tfe -highly influential head of 
London's Rabbinical court and 
the ch a ir man of the United 
Synagogue's council of Rabbis. 

Yet Dr Sacks's office told 
today's Jewish Chronicle that 


Rabbi Boteach k “One of the 
more creative and imaginative 
talents of our community (who] 
has been prepared to take risks 
in order to communicate an 
authentic Jewish message to a 
new generation." 

.. Kosher Sex argues that the 
rabbinical line restricting sot to 
the missionary position repre- 
sents advice, not Jewish law, and 
that other practices are pernris- 

able if they increase intimacy be- 
tween a married couple. Iralso 
examines the Jewish laws cov- 
ering oral sex and masturbation. 

Rabbi Boteach, American- 


born founder of the I'Chaim 
Soaety, previously courted con- 
troversy with a book tided The 
Jewish Guide u> Adultery. He ar- 
gues that as the only religion 
which specifically encourages 
sex for pleasure, Jews need not 
be squeamish about sex. 

It had been reported that Dr 
Sacks was going to ban rhe book 
Same conservative leaders of 

the Orthodox community clitim 

foe Rabbi is wrong and that he 
trivMses and sensationalises 
sex. Rabbi Yisroel Fine, chair- 
man of the United Synagogue's 
Rabbinical Council, told the 



Sacks supporting book 

Jewish Chronicle: “Some of the 
views he expresses are authen- 
tic and souod from a rabbinical 
point of view, some are not" 
Some observers of Jewish 
Orthodoxy believe the Chief 
Rabbf s decision Is prompted by 
his concerns about Jews 
marrying outside the faith. 


down to ordinary people to 
keep them content. By now 
the country was self-sufficient 
in rice. And when the oil boom 
bust in the mid-J98Q&, Suharto 
was astute enough to switch into 
textiles and the other manu- 
facturing industries that were 
making the fortune of South 
Korea and the earlier Asian 
tigers. The rest was inevitable: 
a flood of foreign investment 
from a West rejoicing in his anti- 
communism, giant projects, ex- 
travagant patronage and even 
more extravagant corruption. 
But last year the bubble burnt, 
and Suharto had forgotten one 
thing: democracy. 

Not only does absolute pow- 
er corrupt absolutely; it de- 
stroys a man’s sense of his own 
fallibility, his ability to leave the 
stage at the appointed mo- 
ment A ruler's greatest disser- 
vice is to leave no obvious and 
credible successor. 

Thus it has been with Suhar- 
to. He has endowed Indonesia 
with a middle dass. But the his- 
tory of middle classes the world 
over is that, sooner or later, they 
de man d a say in running thmg s- 
He has been intermittently iH bin 
has made no gesture to mortal- 
ity, securing his re-election to the 
Presidency only two months 
ago. He has seen his economy 
descend into chaos, but has 
been unable to recognise that the 
problem is of his own making. 

His last chance, with the fi- 
nancial markets and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund at 
his door, lay in the government 
he appointed in March. It might 
have been an attempt to prepare 
the future without him, con- 
taining figures of probity and 
sound economic credentials. 
Instead it was stuffed with 
cronies. Unfortunately eco- 
nomic collapse has drained 
what was left of public loyalty. 

No longer are the people 
afraid: any evil is lesser than 
Suharto. That is the vice in 
which President Suharto is 
caught Tbe array made trim. The 
army is now the arbiter of his fate. 



President Suharto: His mastery lies in playing one rival off against another 




BT Internet. 

Thousands of reasons 
why we’re a market leader. 


With thousands of customers joining each week, 
BT Internet is one of the fastest growing Internet 
service providers. We make daily investments to 
develop and improve the network. 

It’s hardly surprising that BT Internet is one of 
the market leaders. 

Simple to use and get on-line: 

• easy to install software i 

• CD ROM tutorial to guide you I 

step-by-step on how to get on-line ’ J 

• 24 hour, seven day a week customer ' 3 
service to help you when you need it ■ Tj 


Easy to pay wftft two pricing packages: 

• Plan 180 - try out BT Internet for just £4.70 a month 
(he. vat); for up to three hours Internet access and 
your own e-mail address. 

• Plan Unlimited - for £11.75 a month (in c. vat) you 

have unlimited access, five e-mail addresses and 
* 

5mb of web space. 

Extra value with all the leading software: 

• Internet Explorer 4 

• both K56 flex “and X2“* access supported 

• Modem & ISDN connections to BT Internet 
at local call rate. 
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Call Freefone 0800 800 001 now 




BT Internet 
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Match of the Week is surely 
you and a brand spanking new 
Peugeot 106 Zest, Zest 2 or Zest 3 
Special Edition. Local Peugeot 
dealers will give you the highlights. 

The Price Is Nice loezest 

starts at just £7,095*, Zest 2 
from £7,795*, the Zest 3, from 
£8,995*. 

The OM Bill for your Insurance 
may not be as big as you think. On 
106 Zest 2 and Zest 3f"*yoa win get 

1 Year's Rree Insurance* or 2 Years' 
Free Insurance# with Peugeot 
Passport finance from 15u2% APR. 

We’ve Got News For You 

There’s a CD Pfayntw with the Zest 

2 and Zest 3. 

Stereo 

The Street will be green with 
envy when they see the sheer 
style of the 106 Zest 2. 

This weak, a relationship develops 
after a wsitto a showroom... Featuring 
1.1 Litre Petrol or 1.5 LITRE DIESEL 

3 or 5 Door- HATCHBACK 

5 Speed. TRANSMISSION 

Tilting, GLASS SUNROOF 

Nice colour options CHERRY RED 

INDIGO BLUE 

.SHANNON GREEN 

x .BIANCA WHITE 
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... IMMOBILISER 

Tinted. 

3rd Brake Light 

Halogen. 

....GLASS 

..AT HIGH LEVEL 
HEADLAMPS 


FOG LAMP 

Special Edition . — 

BADGING 
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Also includes delivery, numberplates 
and 12 months ' Rood Fund Licence. 
A Peugeot Production. 

News Yes, they're ail very new. 

Whether to choose 3 or 5 doors 
on the Zest 3. 




■ r<s 


Wrestling with the steering 
wheel? Forget it Thanks to the 
Zest 3’s luxurious power-assisted 
steering. There’s also Flip Central 
Locking and a Sliding Glass Sunroof. 

Inflation Special Featuring the 
106 Zest 3’s Driver’s Airbag. 

Also includes side impact 
protection and strengthened body 
shell. 


E.coli strikes seventh child 

i 

^ThetaSsria - the ^ sStawhich killed 20 elderly peo- 
Dle in Scotland - has spread since the weekend, infecting the 
children aged between two and nine years. 

One five-year-old boy is still in a serious but stable con- 
dition at Southampton General Hospital. Four others are stfll 
undergoing treatment at Poole General Hospital but have been 

described as stable. The sixth is recovering at home. 1 

Five 0 f ffie children attend the same school, St George s 
Fust School, in Langton Matravers in Dorset. The school has 
been ruled out as a source of the outbreak. Health officials 
are canying out tests on food at a tea party attended by all 
the affected children or their friends or siblings. 
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Suicide verdict on teacher 


Hymns of Praise you’u be 
singing them once you’ve test- 
driven one of these very special 
editions. 
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A Fistful of Notes 

simply isn’t required 
to drive away a 106 Zest 2. 



A GAMES master at a prep school committed suicide hours 
before he was due to face a court on child abuse charges. 

The body of Nick Drewett, 31, was found at his home in 
Reigate, Surrey. 

Mr Drewett, games master at St Mary’s Preparatory and ] 
Choir School in Reigate, had been due to appear at the town’s 
magistrates' court on six charges of indecent assault. 

The teacher was suspended from the 235-pupil school in 
March this year. He was arrested following a four-week in- 
vestigation into allegations of child abuse at the £4,50G-a-year 
schooL He was charged with indecent assaults against boys 
at a school between July and October last year. 


Antiques smuggler appeals 
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With Peugeot Passport choose 
Nil Deposit (15 J % APR)’’* plus 
payments and fins) payment or just 
£199 deposit and £199 a month t'* 
fl&2% APR) plus final payment. 



A SIX- YEAR jail sentence on an antiquities restorer who smug- ] 
gled Egyptian antiquities by camouflaging them as cheap tourist 
trinkets, is to be reviewed by the Court of Appeal. Jonathan 
Tokcley-Parry, 47, of Winkleigh, Devon, who was jailed last 
June after a trial at Knightsbridge Crown Court in London, 
will also ask three appeal judges whether or not his convic- 
i tions of handling valuable artefacts can be regarded as “safe". 
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PEUGEOT Student settles on expenses 
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A UNIVERSITY student, who sued his estranged mother for 
£400 a month living expenses, has settled out of court . ' 

Patrick MacDonald, 20, and his mother, Margaret, who he 
had not seen for four years, readied an agreement yesterday 
at Edinburgh Sheriff Court. At a hearing last October a judge 
made a temporary order for the mother to pay £60 a month costs. 
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Cancer drug could save thousands more lives 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


THE WORLD’S most effective anli- 
caocer drug has been underprc- 
scribed to women with breast cancer 
because it has been perceived to be 
too kind to be of any use. Twenty 
thousand extra lives a year worldwide 

could be saved if tamoxifen were 
more widely used. 

Results from a global study of 
37,000 women treated with the drug, 
• the largest randomised study of any 
cancer treatment, showed that twice 
as many lives could be saved if ta- 
moxifen were used twice as widely. 
If all the women who could benefit 
from the drug in Britain were pre- 
scribed it, an extra 1,000 lives a year 
in this country would be saved, sci- 
entists said yesterday. 

Thmoxifen. which blocks the ac- 
tion of the hormone oestrogen, is 
prescribed to one million women 
worldwide immediately alter surgery 
for breast cancer but could beneGt 
hundreds of thousands more. Oe- 
strogen can cause any breast cancer 
cells remaining after surgery or 
chemotherapy to proliferate. 

^ Britain has led the world in pre- 
scribing the drug to post-menopausal 
women but there is still a belief that 
it is ineffective in younger, pre- 
menopausal women, unnecessary in 
those who have had chemotherapy or 
in whom the cancer has not spread be- 
yond the breast, and is not needed for 
more than one to two years rather than 
the recommended five years. 

Professor Richard Pc to of Oxford 


Self-examination (left), helps 
women detect lumps and catch 
malignancies early; research 
has shown that the drug 
tamoxifen, as' well as saving 
lives of cancer victims, can be 
used as a preventative measure 
Photograph: John Lawrence 


and of blood clots in the lungs, the 
drug prevented 30 times more deaths 
than it caused. In die UK it costs £200 
for a five-year course. 

However, the findings only apply 
to women with hormone-sensitive 
breast cancer, 20,000 of the 30,000 
new cases each year in the UK- In 
women who do not have hormone 
sensitive cancer- a quarter of those 
over 50 and half under 50 - the bal- 
ance between the risks and benefits 
of tamoxifen remains unclear. 

Professor Rcay Coffins, a study co- 
ordinator, said: “The best bet for 
those women is to get themselves into 
a randomised trial of tamoxifen.” 

The findings do not apply to the 
prevention of a first breast cancer in 
high-risk women, which is the subject 
of a separate triaL United States re- 
searchers decided to end the Amer- 
ican arm of that trial last month after 
results showed the drug reduced the 
risk of a first breast cancer by 45 per 
cent. Half the women in the random 
trial were not on tamoxifen, and it was 

University said that that view was said. In the UK, the drug was already not be relevant for 20, 30 or 40 years.” doctors had been slow to accept the The Lancet, involved assembling felt that it was unethical to keep them 

wrong on aB four counts and that din- saving 2JXX) lives a year. Professor Tamoxifen was discovered by drug because ft was not toxic like otb- data from 55 trials in 15 countries, off the drug. British researchers this 

ical practice must change. “Thmoxifen Feto added: “Often you can save more British scientists 25 years ago but gath- er cancer drugs and they had believed Although the results showed small week decided to continue with the tri- 

is already saving more lives than any lives by taking seriously what you know ering the evidence of its benefits has that there was no gain without pain, increases in the risk of endometrial al because they said there were stQl 

Other cancer drug in the world,” he than with a new discovery that may taken decades. Professes- Peto said that The latest findings, published in cancer (of the lining of the womb) unanswered questions. 
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By Janine Gibson 

Media Correspondent 


THE BBC is reviewing its rules 
on the production of docu- 
mentaries after a series of em- 
barrassing revelations which 
questioned the truth belbind 
high-profile television investi- 
gations. 

A senior management 
group, chaired by Phil Harding, 
the BBC’s controller of edito- 
rial policy, and including rep- 
£ resen tatives from the BBC’s six 
'factual departments, is exam- 
ining the corporation's Pro- 
ducers’ Guidelines. According 
to insiders, the group is looking 
to see if there are lessons to be 
learnt from recent scandals. 

Of most concern is the use 
of “reconstruction" within a 
documentary, where producers 
re-stage events that they believe 
to have taken place. 

Recent revelations about 
the use of this technique have 
called into question whether 
viewers can believe what they 
see on screen. 

Channel 4’s documentary 
Rogue Males was revealed to 
have constructed and recon- 
structed events for dramatic 
effect. This was swiftly followed 
by an acknowledgement from 
tbe BBC that its popular series 
The Driving School featured 
some “reconstructed” materiaL 
Perhaps most seriously, last* 
week Carlton came under fire 


Repeated labelling may be nec- 
essary to achieve this”. 

But the BBC’s factual pro- 
gramme producers, who are 
spread across several depart- 
ments throughout the country, 
are understood to feel that in- 
terpretation of the guidelines 
varies across the BBC 

An insider said: “The BBC 
has to deride whether the 
guidelines themselves need to 
be rewritten or clarified, or 
whether it’s a case of reiterat- 
ing finnty to producers what the 
rules are. It’s all about consis- 
tency: if you talk to all the fao- 
tual departments, you get a 
different sense from each of 
what is acceptable.” 

The BBC is not alone in con- 
sidering the need for tighter 
guidelines. Documentary pro- 
ducers agree that across tbe in- 
dustry, the “fine line” dividing 
acceptable reconstruction of a 
verifiable event and “fakir^ it" 
is being examined. 

A senior industry figure said: 
“It doesn't matter if the pro- 
gramme is a J docu-soap’ or an 
investigation — If an event is re- 
constructed, then tbe viewer 
must somehow be made aware 
of that” A respected docu- 
mentary producer added: “It is 
crucial that the credibility of doc- 
umentaries isn’t undermined.” 

After an investigation into 
the production of Rogue Males, 
Chann el 4 issued an apology to 
viewers for misleading them 
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for allegedly manufacturing eV T 
idence in an award-winning 
documentary about drug smug- 
gling, The Connection. 

The BBC's Producers' 
Guidelines, which are issued to 
both in-house and external pro- 
ducers, state thai “reconstrnc- 
Lions should be identified 
dearly so that no-one is misled. . 


and restated to staff that all re- 
■ constructions must be i d e nt ifie d 
Steve Hewlett,.Channel 4’s 
head of factual programmes and 
features, said yesterday: “Tele- 
vision has a relationship with its 
audience that is based on trust 
... It is incumbent on all pro- 
gramme makers to nurture and 
: maintain that relationship.” 
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The new IBM PC 300PL. 
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trust with business critical applications yet it’s still affordable and easy to set up. In fact, on the very day you plug it in you can be doing better business. 
You can be doing e-business. For more about these and other e-business tools visit www.ibm.com/pc/uk or call Brian Legg on 0870 601 0137. 



business tools 


qittd g RPPod W gma » V*. K SWi pm **<■»» 1 «"***<*«' «' w? «*• Uni m: fti mat 


=**>*«* Beta. 










f? ■ M 


[MMX^ 


,1. . 4 


\ 





:;-xm 

• •$? 


.***y 

. - M m* 

- '$Siw 

■,: v*' 

, / ; V ' ’ 









/ 


* ■" t- \ 


.V I. 


r f •? /• c- ir. 

\ i /* | & fe >, 

• - # r ; " 






•V: - 

, , X 


•;• t f 


■ • / / 4 1 •' V 

* { r • .. 

* ' » r* 


^ <? f * . 

* u s f 


iJ B\ > 


• *■ - - 




' / .// , • 

/ '• £ / 

V 

' 1 * . • ‘ ,• / •• / 
‘ * * i , . 


■• /' ■ 


<■ #• 


(if ; 


* :• 


/ / , ^ •' 
f- / l l * 

* .< r 

'• '4 

> 




\ 




:k 


OH pod* -»««»««-• 


1 B««ss Ibcteat Ccqw^u. Hcnaft 













the independent 

FRIDAY 15 MAY 199g 

a 


8/NEWS 




G8 meeting in Birmingham: Blair's hopes for a laid-back atmosphere and new agenda have been set 


back by three crises from Asia 


New-look 




summit 


dominated 


by old-style 
troubles 


By Rupert Cornwell 


IT WAS supposed to have been 
a new-look summit - with a 
sharply narrowed agenda, and 
much time spent in a rural re- 
treat, allowing leaders of the 
world's eight leading powers to 
step back a moment from the 
onrush of events and consider 
the Big Picture. Some hope. 

When Tony Blair welcomes 
his seven guests to Birmingham 
today for the annual G8 sum- 
mit, three major concerns from 
Asia threaten to dominate pro- 
ceedings; the continuing fi- 
nancial crisis in the region, the 
worsening turmoQ in Indonesia 
- the planet's fourth most pop- 
ulous country - and, above all, 
the prospect that Pakistan will 
respond in kind to India’s nu- 


clear tests this week and esca- 
late what is already the sub- 
continent’s most dangerous 
arms race in its history. 

Behind them looms a scarce- 
ly less daunting set of issues: the 
state of near war in the Serbian 
province of Kosovo, fresh steps 
to reduce the debt burden that 
is choiring the world's poorest 
countries, and the Middle Bast 
And, of course, the two subjects 
which Mr Blair once promised 
would be the centrepiece of the 
occasion: international. crime 
and how to create new jobs in 
an ever more automated and 
electronic era. 

To some extent, Mr Blair has 
succeeded in changing the for- 
mat after last year’s gathering in 
Denver, Colorado, where “dec- 
laration diplomacy" plumbed 




Birmingham barmaid Roseaime Kellegher pulls a pint of English Meter from a selection specially named to commemorate the G8 summit Photograph. Kieran Doherty 


new depths of absurdity. -This 
24th such summit since former 
president Giscard cfEstaing in- 
augurated thetrad&foa in fiance 
in 1975 will, for once; be without 
parallel sessions of finance and 
foreign ministers, which further 
encumbered proceedings. 

These were held a week ago 
in London. As a result, the fmal 
communique from the leaders of 
the United States, Russia, Japan, 


Prance, Germany, the United 
Kingdom, Italy and Canada was, 
a modest eight pages long. They 
will spend virtually the whole of 
tomorrow at the retreat of We- 
ston Park. But their minds may 
very well be in Asia. 

Most urgent of all, the eight 
will do their utmost to persuade 
Pakistan not to cany out nudear 
tests of its own. More prob- 
lematic is the matter of retal- 


iatory sanctions against India. 
The US and Japan have already 
acted, but Russia and Britain, 
among others, oppose such re- 
taliation. The summit would 
convey “the dismay of the in- 
ternational community’, Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
said yesterday; Britain's job as 
host was to find “the maximum 
unity" on the sanctions issue. 

But Indonesia, and the re- 
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sultmgfmther unrest in Asian fi- 
nancial markets, will come a 
dose second, with (he crucial un- 
known of just how far the eight 
w£Q publicly express lbeir private 
conviction that President Suhar- 
to should step down quickly, if 
that is the best hope of restoring 
order.Tbe G-Swfll again oppose 
any reversion to protectionism by 
countries embroiled m the crisis. 

The leaders are also under 


intense pressure to take concrete 
steps to reduce the debts of the 
poorest countries - if not to can- 
cel them outright, then at least 
.to ensure they do not find them- 
selves repaying more old debl 
than they are receiving in new 
akL But the International Mon- 
etary Fund and Germany in par- 
ticular are adamant that there 
is no point in forgiving debt un- 
til countries stop wasting the fi- 


nancial resources they do have. 

That line does not go down 
well with international aid and 

human rights groups - and even 

worse with the demonstrators 
who will be making the same 

point this weekend outside Birm- 
ingham’s International Conven- 
tion Centre where the G8 is 
meeting. Mr Blair has promised 
“concrete measures” to reduce 
debt, but would give no details. 


Britain attacks US 
over evasion of cuts 


in greenhouse gases 


By Michael McCarthy 

Environment Correspondent 


A SERIOUS split between the 
United States and Britain over 
how! to tackle global wanning 
emerged yesterday on the eve of 
the G8 summit in Birmingham. 

The dispute, which secs Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton against Tony 
Blair and the other European 
Union leaders, could threaten 
the international agreement on 
climate change painfully 
readied between nearly 150 
countries at Kyoto, in Japan, last * 
December. An hour has been 
set aside tomorrow morning 
specifically for the G8 heads of 
government to discuss it. 

Their differences became 
dear yesterday when Michael 
Meacher, the environment min- 
ister, warned that the Ameri- 
cans, the world’s biggest 
emitters of the principal gas 
causing the greenhouse effect, 
carbon dioxide (OL), must not 
be able to buy their way com- 
pletely out of the C0 2 cuts they 
agreed to at Kyoto. 

The Americans are seeking 
to do this through the system of 
internationally tradeable emis- 
sions permits discussed at the 
Kyoto meeting, which allows 
countries that have easily met 


their obligations to cut green- 
house gases to sell off the sur- 
plus to other nations as 
“permits to pollute". Some 
Eastern European countries 
whose economies have col- 
lapsed, such as Russia, will 
have massive notional “pollu- 
tion surpluses” under the treaiy. 

The US wants to be able to 
meet all the cuts it has promised 
by buying up permits, so that “re- 
ductions” in its C0 2 output 
would be merely on paper, while 
its factories and motor vehicles 
continued pumping out exhaust 
gases at an undiminished rate. 

Britain and the countries of 
the EU will not accept this, Mr 
Meacher made clear yester- 
day, and will be pressing for at 
least 50 per cent of the US’s 
promised C0 2 cuts to be real 
rather than paper reductions. 
r~ He pointed out that the US 
. had 4 per cent of the world’s 
population and 25 per cent of its 
- greenhouse gas emissions. ‘That 
cannot continue,” be said. 

Addressing a meeting on 
climate change and the G8 
summit at the House of Com- 
. mons, Mr Meacher said: “It is 
certainly our view in Europe 
that there should be a limit on 
the proportion of cuts that 
countries can achieve through 


emissions trading, although I 
know this is challenged in 
America." The limit should be 
not more than 50 per cent, he 
, said, and the countries of the 
EU would be proposing this for- 
mally at a meeting next month. 

In the meantime, he said, it 
would be raised at this week- 
end’s G8 meeting, adding: T am 
sure that the European beads 
of government will be pressing 
the point." 

Mr Meacher was given back- 
ing from his Tory predecessor 
as environment minister, John 
Glimmer, who said; “You can- 
not expect developing countries 
to come on board if the major 
polluter in the world fails to put 
its own house in order." 

A leading American envi- 
ronmentalist, Philip Clapp, head 
of the National Environmental 
Trust, said success at the GS sum- 
mit depended on Mr Blair and 
thfe other EU leaders. “W31 they 
make it dear to the President that 
they expect action on the part of 
the US?” he asked. “There’s a lot 
of talk and no action. The US is 
sending a signal that the Clinton 
administration has no intention 
of getting any reductions. It has 
not proposed one domestic mea- 
sure since Kyoto to reduce car- 
bon dioxide in any fashion." 


‘Poor 8’ urge summit leaders 
to cancel Third World debts 


By Louise Jury 


A FEW last-minute hitches 
marred preparations yesterday 
for the G8 summit which begins 
in Birmingham today, four of 
the summit nations’ flags were 
Stolen in an overnight raid. 
The thieves also removed four 
10ft poles from which the flags 
had been bung. 

Despite a torrent of rain, 
several hundred square feet of 
yellow and curling grass were 
discovered alongside the A45 
route which will bring President 
Bill Clinton into the city. The 
grass was quickly dealt with - 
spray-painted green. The flags 
took a little longer to resolve, 
but Birmingham Crty Council 
was confident yesterday that it 
would find replacements. 

As the white and mainly 
male faces of the GS nations ar- 
rived in convoys, representa- 
tive? of what the charity 
Christian Aid has called “the 
Poor S” got their chance to 
speak. Aid agencies and char- 
ities operating as Lhe Jubilee 
2,000 coalition have joined 
forces to ask for a one-off can- 



international flags fly inBirmjnghanT for the sumrnft 

Photograph; News Team International 


cellation of Third World debts 
to mark the new millennium. 


“ 

tomorrow are hoping that it 
could attract upto5Q r Q0Q people 
- the biggest rally oq a develop. 

mentissue since Live Aid -and 

force the G8 nations to act Ger- 
many promised aid agencies that 
it would put the issue at the ton 
of foe summit agenda. Martin 
Drewiy, of Christian Aid. said: 
It is one of those moments 


- v.™ uiMuiy »ans TO Hap- 
pen. It isa unique opportunity.” 

Tales about the effects of 
Third World debt were told by 
representatives from Tanza- 
nia and Nicaragua, Jamaica 
and Bangladesh. Nunn 
tiane, from Ethiopia, spoke 
for them ait “We would like to 
appeal to the G8 to give a 

ctanw: to future generations 


generations .„ 

give new hope by cancelling the 
debts by the year 1000 " 
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Claims about 
HlV and babies 
are proved false 
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Charles Arthur 

* RE-EXAMINATION of 
°aia on babies that appear lo 
have “cleaned out” HIV from 
, systems shows that such 
claims are false. The dramatic 
pndmg shows that “transient” 
infection with the virus that 
causes Aids is probably a mirage 
caused by sloppy laboratory 
practice, according to a team of 
American scientists. 

Their findings, published to- 
day, offer both good and bad 
news in the war against HIV 
The study of 41 apparent cas- 
es of “transient” HIV infection 
indicates that transmission of 
the virus from mother to child 
occurs at a slightly lower rate 
than estimated - as the re- 
searchers reckon that the chil- 
dren were never in feet infected. 

Their analysis, based on de- 
tailed genetic examinations of 
the samples, shows that the 
positive results were instead 
caused by mislabelling or by lab- 
oratory contamination. 

However, the work also 
squashes the idea that some vi- 
rologists bad been developing, 
which was that some thing in 
children’s metabolisms might be 
able lo defeat the virus, which 
gradually overwhelms the 
body's immune system. Using 
that Lheory as a basis, they sug- 
gested. could lead to a cure for 
the disease. 

“I don’t think people were 
hanging their hopes on this be- 
ing the answer,” said Clive 
Loveday, professor of retrovi- 


rology at the Royal Free Hos- 
pital in London. 

He was not involved in the 
new study, published today in 
the journal Science- But he 
commented: “I've never seen 
any proof of such Transient’ cas- 
es, and there's been no real ex- 
planation of why the virus 
. should disappear.” 

The work shows again that 
where HTV is concerned, labo- 
ratory work is occasionally sus- 
pect In 1995 The Independent 
revealed that the claim that a 
Manchester man in 1954 was 
the “first case" of Aids was false, 
because the version of the virus 
found was a modern mutation. 
That was subsequently blamed 
on contaminated instruments in 
the pathology laboratory. 

Tbday’s finding offers slim 
hope for HIV-infected mothers. 
Roughly 14 per cent of babies 
born to HW-infected mothers 
are themselves infected. But in 
1995, a paper published in the 
A few England Journal of Medi- 
cine claimed that in a number 
of cases, HIV-positive babies lat- 
er tested HTV-negative. 

The new paper re-examines 
41 cases of “transient” infection 
which turned up in five separate 
studies of 1,561 HIV-infected in- 
fants and their mothers. By 
examining the genetic compo- 
nents of the HIV samples in de- 
tail. it shows that there are no 
cases where the virus identified 
in mother and chil d is unam- 
biguously identical -as it should 
be if it was transmitted through 
the blood. 

Instead, the scientists think 
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se gases Modern men get 

the blues in a 
woman’s world 


unit leaders 

Vorld debts 


By Jeremy Lauranee 

Health Editor 

^ THE feminisation of society is 
making men gloomy, according 
to a study. Depression is rising 
in men and failing in women 
and the explanation may lie with 
the change in gender roles. 

Polasb Shajahan and 
Jonathan Cavanagb, from Roy- 
al Edinburgh Hospital, com- 
pared the rate of admissions for 
men and women with depres- 
sion between 1980 and 1995. 
For women it fell 13 per cent 
and rose 13 per cent for men. 
Although far more women were 
admitted than men, the gap be- 
tween the sexes narrowed. In 
1980 twice as many women 
were hospitalised for depression 
as men, compared with 50 per 
cent more in 1995. 

The authors suggest in the 
British Medical Journal that 
j changes in society over the past 

20 years have improved the 
mental health of women while 
shifting some of the psycho- 
logical burden they have his- 
torically borne on to men. 

Full-time jobs for men are 
declining, while more women 
are finding part- and full-time 

work. The result is declining so- 
cial status for men as they lose 
their role as the sole financial 
provider and increasing isola- 
tion as they lose the comrade- 
ship of the workplace. The 


Wi ■,~:V : ^ 

m- k 

• * ’ % v 


■ :.r v " ' - 


DAILY poem 

Emu Hunt 

By John K/nsella 

They'd drive them down this stretch of truck 

Ai breakneck speed, and then two gpys 

Hiding behind those thick-sei wandoo trees 

WruM snap the rope tight M breast heigh* 

And toss them arse-up, leave them sprawling 
Bulbous-eyed, with claw grasping at thm air, 

Necks twitching like headless snakes 

Waiting for the calm of sunset, ummasmic 
Feathers fanning the ground hte chopper blades 
Skewed off-centic, the staccato of bullets 
Sprayed from rapid-fire senv-automahes, . . 

Reverberating through the forest canopy, . 

Meat ants driving hastily towards tite corpses. 

This week’s poems celebrate the work of John Kmsella, who 
t was born in ptrth. Western Australia, in 1963, and mark the 
simultaneous publication of his Poems 1980-1 994 (Bloodaxe, 

new volume The JftotftBIoodaxe, £7^5). This 
poem appears in The Hunt. 


that the cause is either misla- 
belling in the laboratory -so that 
HlV-posilive samples taken 
.from others were mistakenly 
allocated lo a child - or conta- 
mination when the “amplifica- 
tion” process, used to identify 
the genetic material of HIY was 
earned out. 

DNA amplification is one of 
the most powerful diagnostic 
methods available to scientists 
performing gene testing, but it 
is so sensitive that it is easily con- 
taminated by tiny amounts car- 
ried in the air or on laboratory 
instruments. That could give rise 
to “false positives". But when 
the child was examined subse- 
quently, no HIV would be 
found - giving the appearance 
of “transient” infection. 






The Very Rev John ThreadgoM, Dean of Chichester, coming face-to-face with himself yesterday m the form of a newly carved 

cathedral wall, for which heprovkled the tnspirxCion Photograph: Solent News and Photo Agency 


increase in women working has 
meant more have been able to 
benefit from the advantages 
that work brings, previously 
enjoyed by men. 

Previous studies identified a 
growing fear of failure among 
men, and the rise in male sui- 1 
rides over the past decade is 
well established. Women are 
opting for higher education in 
greater numbers than men and j 
obtaining the qualifications they ! 
need in aworid in wbichthejob 
market for those without qual- 
ifications is shrinking. 

Psychologists say work plays 
a more important part in a 
man’s image of himself and its 
loss has graver consequences. A 
woman might say she is married 
with two children and a dental 
hygienist. 

A man would just say he is 
a dental hygienist. Because they 
use their jobs as a source of 
identity, if they lose them it is 
more difficult because they 
have put all their emotional eggs 
in one basket. 

“They pay lip service to New 

Man but they don’t want to be 
seen as wimps," one psyeholo - 1 
gist said. 

The authors consider 
whether the apparent increase 

in depression in men may be the 

result of a change in the way | 
GPs treat depression or in the j 
readiness of men to seek and , 
accept psychiatric help. 
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NHS patients at risk 
from millennium bug 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


PATIENTS could be at risk in 
at least 45 NHS Trusts, who 
have reported they are “not con- 
fident that all their clinical 
equipment would continue 
functioning normally in the 
year 2000”. 

A National Audit Office re- 
port oo the threat posed by the 
millennium computer bug last 
night prompted swift reaction 
from the Government, which 
put “rigorous new measures’* in 
place “to ensure that patient 
care and safety are not com- 
promised’'. But fears that the ac- 
tion being taken is too little, too 
late, are compounded by the 
facts: that last night's report ex- 
dudes Scotland and V&les; that 
28 per cent of NHS Trusts in 
England - 118 trusts in all - did 
not even bother to respond to 
a NAO survey; and summarised 
results of a survey by the NHS 
Executive will not be known un- 
til the middle of next month, 
more than 10 weeks after the 
deadline for returns. 


Last night's report also dis- 
closed that 16 of the 100 Health 
Authorities in England ignored 
the NAO investigation, and 37 
of the authorities that did both- 
er to reply said “they had not 
yet collected information on GP 
practices in their area". Of the 
authorities who replied, 26 said 
“they were not confident that 
GPs’ systems would be year 
2000 compliant in time". 

It is estimated that more 
than 8^)00 English GP practices 
are com pule reed, with as many 
as 29 million patient records de- 
pendent to some extent on IT 
systems . 

The NAO last night refused 
to name the authorities or trusts 
that had not bothered to re- 
spond to its survey. Asked about 
Scotland and Wales, the NAO 
said the implications of its re- 
port would be picked up by the 
Scottish and Welsh offices. 

All computers and clinical 
equipment are at risk horn the 
millennium bug: the inability of 
some programs to distinguish 
between the year 1900 and 
2000, when two-digit years go to 


00 from the aid of next year. 

The NAO report noted that 
the NHS Executive had already 
told all trusts and authorities 
“that it is impossible to predict 
the seriousness of malfunctions 
but in extreme circumstances 
failure or malfunction of equip- 
ment could even put patients 
lives at risk". 

Against that background, 
only 63 NHS trusts, a fifth of 
those who replied to the ques- 
tionnaire, told the NAO that 
their clinical equipment would 
be year 200 0 compliant by the 
end of this year - on target for 
the NHS executive deadline. 

More than a third of those 
who replied, 106 trusts, said they 
would need to work, through to 
the end of April to complete die 
programme. 

“One-fifth of NHS crusts 
[57] were not confident that they 
would succeed in ensuring that 
their clinical equipment would 
continue functioning normally 
in year 2000 " the report said. 
It then added: “The likelihood 
of failure in medical devices is 
at present unknown." 



Jean Chretien (left) talking to Tony Blair at 10 Downing Street yesterday, during the Canadian Prime Minister’s visit to viceme/AP 

with the European Union 


New offers start Saturday 


Until 1999! 


iv ith 


1 0 % deposit note 


ears 


Interest Free Credit 


si 


ftfc 


& 


<-V. 




when you spend £ 200 
or more on carpets , rugs, 
beds and curtains.* 




Nobody 
Beats Our 
Carpet Prices . 

Guaranteed 


Full injorn ratio. 


Carpets £11.95 sq.m, and over , ; 


% 

7 F 


CARPETS * RUGS 
REDS • CURTAINS 


Ask in-store Jar details. 


Allied carpets 

everything underfoot under one roof 


»cradiTw*tBoitaioiMerjqBieDBma 

"rmrai roa^^Pin^'piiraESCiO, depoM EMirnnnun m Bataes to pay ®SQ. Drier papnott uti Janay 1999. ftnndt 28 mrtty paymertsol S16.D7. OmI jfiu 
waS Hi start payra mafatofy * *ouU cnS £1250 1 » mrynti ow 36 rrtffJtfy faymsrts. Toy pw BBS £930. 0% APR I K TOtf* 

to state. WWmqg«tfonsaiBfttR tan j 

sssssssss^SSSP sstsae ^ 


Blair offers compromise 


over union recognition 


By Colin Brown 
and Barrie Clement 


TONY BLAIR is offering a se- 
ries of concessions to “old 
Labour" over union recognition 
to defuse one of the most dif- 
ficult issues faced by' the Prime 
Minister since Labour came to 


power. 

Downing Street has con- 
ceded that collective bargaining 
should be compulsory where 
xnoce than half of arty workforce 
are union members. Mr Blair 
has also agreed there should be 
no test of minimum union 
membership before a recogni- 
tion ballot is held. 

And while unions will be ■ 
asked to accept a 40 per cent 
threshold for ballots for trade 
unioa recognition, it is under- 
stood that the figure may be left 
out of the main BiB and in- 
cluded in regulations to enable 
it to be reviewed after a rea- 
sonable period. 

Senior ministerial sources 
said that could leave open the 
option of reducing the thresh- 


old to 35 percent after a year, 
if a higher threshold proved un- 
acceptable, without having to re- 
turn to Parliament to amend 
primary legislation. 

“If it is going to be under re- 
view, it will be in regulations. Af- 
ter a year you could change it 
to 35 per cent. That is being dis- 
cussed,” said oae source. In a 
further compromise, there 
could be exemptions for firms 
employing fewer than 20 staff. 

The CBl had wanted a 50 
per cent threshold. But Labour 
MPs warned the Government at 
a meeting with Mr Monks at the 
Commons this week that there 
would be a big revolt if the Catv 
met tried to impose a 40 per 
cent threshold without some 
sweeteners for the unions. 

The compromise was 
thrashed out after John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, angrily stepped in 
when it was reported that the 40 
per cent threshold had been 
agreed. Mr Prescott’s friends 
last night said the Deputy Prime 
Minister would back the com- 


promise, if it won the support 
of the TUC. 

The package was approved 
by the Cabinet after the draft 
White Paper “Fairness at 
Work" was outlined by Mar- 
garet Beckett, President of the 
Board of Trade. A senior source 
said the White Paper was like- 
ly to present the “pros and 
cons" of the 40 per cent figure. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
made it clear to Mr Blair that 
it was a “crunch” issue for him, 
and the deal appears to have 
readied approval from both 
sides. The Prime Minister's of- 
ficial spokesman said: “Evety 
contribution endorsed the plan 
that Margaret Beckett outlined, 
including Mr Prescott." 

While some sources em- 
phasised the influence of Mr 
Prescott, others pointed to the 
patient diplomacy of John 
Monks, TUC general secretary, 
. While the CBI wanted to al- 
low employers to define the 
“constituencies" for ballots on 
recognition, Mr Monks has suc- 
cessfully argued for a "neutral" 


system in which both sides at- 
tempt to agree, with recourse to 
an independent arbiter if that 
is not possible. 

The TUC leader has also se- 
cured a compromise on the size 
of company to be excluded from 
the legislation. The CBl want- 
ed organisations with fewer than 
50 workers to be exempt, but that 
limi t has come down to 20. 

Mr Monks welcomed signs 
that the White Paper would be 
published next week and said 
that while some trade unionists 
would be concerned by the 40 
perceDt threshold, the While Pa- 
per should be judged as a whole. 

Sources close to Mr Blair 
said rthe Prime Minister did 
not want a confrontation with 
the unions. "He wanted an am- 
icable agreement and that is 
what we’ve got," said a source. 

Mr Prescott insisted that fi- 
nal approval of the draft White 
Paper should not be gjven un- 
til next week, after agreement 
with Mr Monks. Talks are con- 
tinuing, but it could be pub- 
lished next Thursday. 


Women fight to sit 
in Welsh assembly 


Last votes 


for ‘spoiler’ 
candidates 


By Louise Jury 


THE Labour Party faces bitter 
wrangling this weekend over 
moves to ensure that women get 
an equal share of the seats in the 
new Welsh assembly. Female 
campaigners fear that Welsh 
men may be intent on scup- 
pering chances of a more rep- 
resentative assembly. 

The principality's four fe- 
male MPs and two MEPs are 
spearheading efforts to ensure 
a gender balance in the assem- 
bly by "twinning" constituencies, 
as is being done in Scotland for 
its new parliament 

Under the twinning proce- 
dure members cixwse a man and 


a woman to represent con- 
stituencies that are “paired" ac- 
cording to their likely winnabQity. 
But constituencies angry that 
twinning would remove their au- 
tonomy over candidate selection 
haw proposed an alternative se- 
lection process which will be de- 
bated at the party's Welsh 
conference tomorrow. 

They are claiming backing 
from Lhe Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Irvine, who has said that twin- 
ning may be illegal under sex- 
ual discrimination legislation. 

Under the alternative, all 


constituencies would choose a 
man and a woman and the par- 
ty’s selection board, which vets 
proposed candidates, would 
decide who got the seat. Pro- 
ponents argue roughly equal 
□umbers of men and women 
should be adopted, achieving 
the same aim as twinning but 
more democratically. 

■ Garry Owen, a Welsh exec- 
utive member and president of 
the Pontypridd constituency 
which has proposed the alter- 
native, said it was "practical 
workable and flerible". Twinning 
was divisive, be said. It could 
mean, for example, that a larg- 
er constituency could disen- 
franchise a smaller neighbour. 

Jeff Hopkins, Llanelli con- 
stituency secretary, said they 
were in favour of equal oppor- 
tunities, but there was not a big 
pool of women available in 
Whies because they had not tak- 
en part in politics before. "In 
terms of politics (women 1 need 
education ... so that they un- 
derstand that there’s a system 
there that they can use," he sad. 

However, several party 
members said it was "tradi- 
tional" constituencies in places 
such as the valleys who were op- 
posing twinning. The only way 


[the ftratypridd alternative] can 
achieve a gender balance is by 
a barter with all the old power 
. brokers," one said 

Chris Roberts, of the ‘Twin 
to win" campaign, said half the 
constituencies had signed up in 
support and they believed many 
union votes would go their way. 

“Given the democratic 
deficit as far as women are con- 
cerned, we think the slight dis- 
advantages of twinning are 
worth the great advantages il will 
secure in producing a truly rep- 
resentative assembly he added. 

Julie Morgan, MP for 
Cardiff North, pointed out only 
four out of forty MPs were 
women, three of whom were se- 
lected from the now-banned all- 
women shortlists- J9 percent of 
councillors were female, a low- 
er proportion than in England 
and Scotland Ensuring there 
were women m the new as- 
sembly was a way of chan ging 
tite “totally male-dominated" 
politics in Whies, she said 

The Welsh Equal Opportu- 
nities Commission is currently 
investigating the "substantial un- 
der-representation" of women in 
Welsh political life and intends 
to present its findings on the 
problem to the Government. 


NEW POWERS to outlaw 
“spoiler" candidates like the 
“literal Democrat" who took 
30,000 votes in one election 
were announced by the Home 
Office yesterday. 

A new Bill will also allow par- 
ties to print their emblems be- 
side their candidates’ names to 
“make it easier for voters to dis- 
tinguish between candidates and 

parties", the Home Office said 

The changes wil] be possible 
under a new register of politi- 
cal parties to be set up for the 
Scottish Parliament, the Welsh 
Assembly and the European 
Parliament. 

The new forums wifl use pro- 
portional representation and 
parties putting forward lists of 
candidates will have to register 
at Companies House. 

Under the proposed laws a 
prospective candidate would 
need a registered party’s per- 
mission to use its name or “any 
form of words which might 
lead voters to associate the' 

candidate with that party” the 
Home Office said. 

Registration under the new 
Bill will be voluntary but the 
Home Office expects "any se 
nous political party" to register 
in order to protect its name. 
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Misery of 
dolphins 
trained to 

go to war 


promise 

gnition 


By Charles Arthur 

^ Technology Editor 

DOLPHINS trained by the Soviet 
mtbtajy to be “watchdogs” at naval 
installations, and to lay or identify 
mmes, are suffering in inadequate 
pomanmns around the world, or 
nave died in transit, according to a 
report. 

The study, published today by the 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation 
Soaety ( WDCS1. based in Bath, also 
highlighted the fact that military use 
of dolphins is still a priority for the 
US, which, like the Soviet Union, 
first began experiments with the 
mammals in the 1950s. 

The emphasis the US places on 
the work was demonstrated last 
week, when the WDCS computer 
was the target of a hacker based in 
a US naval installation, apparently 
seeking advance sight of the report. 

The report tells a dismal tale of 
the fate of 43 bottlenose dolphins 
which were trained by the Russians 
and lived in the Black Sea. After the 
breakup of the Soviet Union, many 


were sold to dolphinariums or 
theme-parks in Malta, Cyprus, 
TUrkey and Argentina. Frances 
Clarke, the WDCS’s campaigns co- 
ordinator, said: “We want British 
tourists to be aware of the conditions 
these dolphins suffer, and urge 
them not to vial these institutions.” 

Many of the animals, reckoned 
to be as smart as humans in some 
regards, died in poor facilities at re- 
ceiving airports. Others were taken 
to swimming-pools or harbour pens. 
In all, of the 43 exported from the 
Black Sea, 34 died thanks to poor 
travelling conditions and facilities in 
captiviLy. “Russia still has dolphins 
held at Sebastopol, but because of 
a lack of funding they aren't using 
them for anything except search and 
recovery in the port," said Miss 
Clarke. “But the US Navy has a very 
intensive programme, and isn’t go- 
ing to phase it out, because dolphins 
proved useful in the Golf.” 

The US Navy is also using dol- 
phins to lay and detect mines, and 
monitor submarines. During the 
Gulf war, it used them to search 



US Navy divers training a dolphin, used to detect intruders. Dolphins used by the Russians have suffered since the Soviet Union broke up 


Photograph: FSP 


ahead of ships for mines. Since the 
1950s, militaiy scientists have tried 
to find ways to exploit their capa- 
bilities. Experiments are thought to 
include carrying cameras and mines. 

The WDCS computer security 
system foiled what it described as a 


“half-hearted” attempt at backing. 
“If you tty to put in codes that would 
take you past the public area of our 
website, the system automatically 
trades you bade, to your source,” said 
Miss Clarke. “Wh found the attempt 
came from a naval military source 


in the US.” The society said US 
service chiefs admitted the attempt. 
Miss Qarke said: “There is nothing 
in the report that would have an 
impact on the US Navy, although 
it could be of general interest 
to them.” 


Exporters say they are helping to 
conserve the species through cap- 
tive breeding programmes but the 
society said the trade was a com- 
mercial venture contributing noth- 
ing to conservation. No successful 
reproduction programme had been 


Body-parts sculptor 
has jail term reduced 


t 


By Kate Watson-Smytfi 

THE sculptor Anthony-Noel 
Kelly, who made legal history by 
becoming the first person in 
Britain lo be convicted of steal- 
ing human body parts, is to be 
released from prison in the 
next few days after winning an 
appeal against sentence. 

Kelly had his sentence re- 
duced horn nine lo three months 
by the Court of Appeal yester- 
day. He has already served six 
weeks in Brixton Prison. 

Kelly, 42, a nephew of the 
Duke of Norfolk, who smiled 
and raised his eyebrows at the 
judge's decision, had earlier lost 
his appeal against conviction. 

Lord Justice Rose said the 
case presented "a difficult sen- 
tencing exercise” because it was 
so unique. “We are prepared to 
accept tbat he had no financial 
motive for doing what he did 
and that he was primarily mo- 
tivated by what he regarded as 
artistic reasons." be said. 


But he added that the theft 
of body parts, albeit compara- 
tively old ones, was something 
that the public would view with 
“repugnance” and might have 
a dissuading effect on the mind 
of someone who was contem- 
plating donating his body for 
scientific research. 

Kelly’s solicitor, Mark 
Stephens, said the date of his re- 
lease would have to be worked 
out with the Prison Service. 
“With automatic remission, it 
comes down to about six weeks' 
imprisonment which is as dev- 
astating to him as a year would 
be to others," he said “You can 
imagine the effect on a man with 
bis artistic sensibility.'’ 

Kelly’s accomplice, Neil 
Lindsay, 25, who helped to 
smuggle more than 40 body 
parts from the Royal College of 
Surgeons at night in black bin- 
bags, was also successful in his 
appeal- His six-month suspend- 
ed sentence was amended to a 
two-month suspended sentence. 


Lord Justice Rose said that 
both men were hitherto of good 
character but that Lindsay was 
under 21 at the time of the of- 
fence and was “persuaded to act 
as he did by a man who was not 
only considerably older but 
who bad a considerable force of 
personality". 

They were the first to be con- 
victed of such a theft because 
previous body-snatchers have 
been charged with the lesser 
common law offence of out- 
raging public decency. 

At their trial, the jury was 
told that the body parts were 
transported by taxi, motorcycle 
and even Underground train to 
Kelly's studio in west London 
where, using rubber moulds, 
glass fibre and plaster, he ere- , 
ated bronze and silver casts. ! 

His scheme was uncovered 
when Her Majesty’s Inspector 
of Anatomy saw a newspaper 
photograph of his first exhibi- 
tion of a bronzed head and 
torso and contacted police. 


established in any of the facilities ex- 
cept at one in Israel. "The export 
of Black Sea dolphins is simply a dis- 
aster for the anim als involved,” 
says the report. The WDCS is coll- 
ing for the return to the wild of the 
surviving exported dolphins. 
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Why women like it hot 
and men keep their cool 
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By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


SCIENTISTS have confirmed 
what every Woody Allen fa 11 
knows- that women are too hot 
to handle. 

Measurements of the tem- 
perature of 219 people aged 
from one to 84 revealed that on 
average the women were 0.4 
degrees Fahrenheit hotter. 

Oddly, however, the women 
had colder bands, which were 
on average 2.S degrees cooler 
thnn the men's, giving some sci- 


entific credence to the saying 
“cold bands, warm heart.” 

The finding may explain the 
commonest bedroom dispute 
between the sexes - what thick- 
ness of duvetO to sleep under. 
The greater difference between 
the core and skin temperatures 
in women accounts for their 
greater propensity to feel -the 
cold- Their cool-blooded male 
partners are meanwhile forced 
to swelter under layers they 
would rather do withouL 

The researchers from the 
University of Utah, Salt Lake 
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City, who report their findings 
in the Lancet , found that 
wonifcn get hotter as their men- 
strual cycle advances with a 
higher core temperature in the 
last 14 days than in the first 14 
days. Fost-menopausal women 
over 50 were cooler than pre- 
menstrual girls under 13. 

Weight only made a differ- 
ence to the temperature of the 
men. The fatter they were, the 
lower their core temperature -> 
suggesting that big men really 
can keep cooL 

■The risk of a heart attack ris- 
es in the rwo weeks after a cold, 
suggesting the infection may 
trigger the attack, researchers 
have found. 

A study of 9,500 people, of 
whom almost 2,000 had a heart 
attack, found those who had had 
a cold in the previous 10 days 
were at almost three times the 
risk. The risk declined with the 
passage of time since the cold. 

The authors of the study, 
published in the Lance*, say that 
inflamma tion caused by the 
cold could alter constituents in 
the bkxxi or tissues which could 
account for the increase in risk 
of an attack. Although only 
4 per cent of the heart-attack 
patients in the study had a cold 
in the preceding two weeks 
they say their finding could be 
of great public health interest 

“A better understanding of 
the rede of chronic and acme in- 
fections in the aetiology {cause] 
of acute myocardial infarction 
[heart attack} may result in 
new strategiesfor its prevention 
and treatment." they say. 
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Snub for 


black police 


in gallantry 
awards 


By lan Burrell Mr Bennett has written to ! 

Home Affairs Correspondent the Horae Secretary, Jack Straw, 

- h e was “staggered and 

TWO black undercover police disgusted" at tbemamoria 


mm 

scribed as a racist snub whi* atta^edwnue g 


disgusted", parked car in ^eSoho^d 
^Tbeofficers were seconded — 


The officers were seconoea 


theyhad arranged ^ mcet 
area of Binning. WhOe were 


posing as drug buyers, they 

were both shot in a struggle with 

three men. 


who, after asking for a light, 
tried to steal the car keys. 

In the struggle that followed 

n. .1 J -- nncphr^inhlc 


‘‘“ve^er'dav Mike BenneU, Philip, the “5“ 


chairman ot tne roirce — ~ , . r. , 

- t „ ikiie.irrvnrtiit'm Po- and was also shot in the leg. 

uTarea. said the officers 


deserved the George Medal 
for Gallantry, the second high- 
est civilian award for gallantly 
after the George Cross. 

He condemned the West 


rniupi uwpiu/ uio - — - — 

to Martin’s aid, knexied the gun- 
man down, and sal on him. He 

was kicked in the face by another 
man and shoL The attackers ran 
off but three men were arrest- 



Ga* 2 


« • 






photZ}gra ph: Rui Xavier 


ed^^fer^rieds 


to tog™ The officers are now suing 
ofhypocrisy you wffl ever come the West Midlands Chief Con- 

STSd be in despair if stable after haying to leave fte 
racism incident. but I 

mnstteU you that; both , of the A JVes. UUMto 


Old boys’ network ‘dominates universities' 

fewwomentoprofes»rsMps sSEISESS?- 


few women to p 
and said that t 
was needed to 


must tell you that both of the „ id . chief aN OLD BOYS’ network still balance, 

officers concerned think it SSr.n^e2diuteto dominates Britain’s univerei- . 


professorships — U— -J ^2S3 S^ESSS 

urgent action lege, defended then iko* profess0B mentheads.^dm^hp^ -There has been a 

n redress the L 83 per cent of senior lec- todbeenmdn.SbeBnd. 5 ^ deUberate polity to *e ^ 

. .-it £ mwirs and 


•“SESESS*- EE-wWj. 

advisement for the police, and criminal h “!^ 

Sdnothelp recruit more of- ready commended both officers 

ficeis horn the ethnic minorities, for their braveiy. 


AN OLD BOYS’ network still Mute*. ed ^ that ‘ men still far out- 

dominates BritamYumvem.- ^^^^ h ed numbered women in many 

ties, lecturers said yesterday. sity lfcacners^vj ; p academic departments. 

They condemned vice- a league table d ®^ The AUT survey, based on 

chancellors for promoting too “name and shame the worst Tlie AVi 


HALF PRICE SALE 


ZaSSSmSSio. badteenmad.^^ — in the umver- 

torers ant^ researchers. Union artde^tmanteaSWC • . wb wrSeawre 

leaders said fcmale^of^r® ^S^^^Srt has were not right and w«de™Jed 
were still outnumbered two to started to move an^ do something about it 

onTateren fee best institutions, started to make Diana Warwick, chief exwai- 

"TtoS? president. Penny live of the Committee of Ito- 

Holloway, said: “We have was only one female tutor an ^ anceQ ^ a ^p rincI pals r which 

worked willingly and industri- when I sxa ^ e ^°. rk 1 l, t _ r ^ represents university heads, said: 
^ShanceUorsand -stbeou^fcmalel^^ ^3 equal 

produced a plethora of good ncw far opportunities survey in 1996. we 

practice guidelines, but worthy incredfoly. lonefr a promoted the rarportance 

Salnot enough.” K^mTrole Smoverpolky” 

DavidTriesman, general seo system ^ an g The new university standards 

retaryoftheassodarion,smgted mo “®“’ i;dfh L tawave of ear- watchdog was criticised yester- 
out art and design courses for She said that a wave . „ r uno nut of touch and 


out artand de^nco^- “Srements across universi- 




p/«y.£250 WORTH OF FREE 
HOLIDAY VOUCHERS’ 


brought a rapMcbm®: to the 

A rt dep^m=n l sme = of 


nu V j ■ i ■ 

the most macho, hard- drinkin g 
environments you can imagine.” 
But Professor Elaine Thomas, 

_ ■* » fnr 


Other universities also at- 
tacked the AUT figures. Ply- 
mouth University, condemned ty 

a. • — »Ln 


opportunities survey in 1996, we 
have promoted the importance 
of action over policy” 

■ The new university standards 
watchdog was criticised yester- 
day as being out of touch and 
a threat to academic foeedom. 
Mr THesman said the Quality 
Assurance Agency “b to be run 
by people whose experience of 
teaching is either non-existent 
or should be exhibited on the 
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Blaze which killed 
four was deliberate 


■ *T 








A HOUSE fire in which a 
mother, her two young daugh- 
ters and a baby-sitter died was 
started deliberately, police said 

yestenlay. . 

Lisa Dodgson, 25, ner 
daughters Amy Louise, aged 
two years and nine months, 
and nine-month-old Bose 
Marie Lakey, died in the Roy- 
al Victoria Infirmary, Newcas- 
tle upon Tyne, after the fife 
broke out behind the front 
door in their house in the West 
End of the city. The baby-sitter, 
Frmna Louise Cater, 16, died 
last night- 

It is thought all four were 
trapped upstairs when the fire 
began about 530am. 

Detective Superintendent 
Derek Storey said: “We be- 
lieve die fire was deliberate and 
an accelerant was used at the 
front door.” Police planned to 
talk to members of Ms Dodg- 


son’s family and her friends to 
work out a picture of her 
lifestyle. “At this moment there 
is no apparent motive of why 
this tragic incident has oc- 
curred," he said. 

“This is a tragic incident in 
which a young mother aged 25 
and two young children died in 
tragic circumstances.” Fifty of- 
ficers were assigned to the case, 
he said, and a mobile police in- 
cident room would be sited in 
the street 24 hours a day until 
officers knew what had hap- 
pened. 

• He could not confirm sug- 
gestions from neighbours that 
Ms Dodgson had been preg- 
nant. Police did not know who 
had been the target for the at- 
tack, Mr Storey said. Bui he 
added: “1 do not think for one 
moment that anyone would be 
targeting young infants. It’s 
horrendous two young children 


have been robbed of their 
lives." Police teams were yes- 
terday camming the house, in 
a terraced row in a run-down 
area of Denton Burn, and a snif- 
fer dog was also called in. 

■ The windows and doors of 
the properly next door and 
many other empty bouses in the 
street were boarded up with 
metal screens to keep out van- 
dals and squatters. 

Brendan O'Kane, the Tyne 
& Wear Fire Brigade Division- 
al Officer, said: “It was a very 
severe fire to get through, es- 
pecially when persons are re- 
ported to be trapped inside. 

“It is obviously really upset- 
ting for firefighters when they 
have to pull children from a fire, 
especially a baby. 

“The surviving 16-year-old 
girl who was in the house was 
in a very bad way when she went 
to hospital." 
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SCIENTISTS have discovered 
the near complete skull of a gen- 
uine ugly monster, a wrinkly 
fa red dinosaur with sftarp teeth 
and horns that may have used its 
face to frighten enemies. 

The creature, Majungalholus 
atopus , was a two-legged preda- 
tor almost 20 ft long and a distant 
cousin of Tyrannosaurus rex.. It 
lived near ibe end of the di- 
nosaurs’ reign, 65 to 70 million 
years agp, on what is now the 
African island of Madagascar. 

Majungatholus had a highly 
unusual bone structure and fea- 
tures researchers suspect were 
used to send visual signals to at- 
tract potential mates or threat- 
en enemies. Its facial bones were 
rough and wrinkled, and it had 
a bony bump above each eye 
socket which was probably 
covered with a non-bony bom. 

The discovery was reported 


in the journal Science Today by 
United States researchers. 

A team led by Professor 
David Krause, from the State 
University of New York at Stony 
Brook, found Majungatholus’s 
remains about 25 miles from 
Mahajanga, one of Madagas- 
car’s largest cities. Professor 


Krause said: “This was the most 
terrific find I have been associ- 
ated with in more than 25 years 
fieldwork." 

Majungatholus appeared to 
have been buried during a flood 
soon after its death, protecting 
its remains from scavengers 
and decomposition. 
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Gaza bloodshed marks 50-year struggle 


fttrtck Cockb*,, 

^Jerusalem 

M - Idiers med ei & ht 
yea^unS 1 m . c,udin 8 311 eight- 

L.™ W ***'1* riots in Gaza 
Jf®**®** 35 Pa^linians com- 
thei f a^^versarv of 

from wbat is now ferae]. It is me 
fa IS 51 v '<?lence for 18 months 
* and may indicate that, given the 

stalemate in the peace talks, the 

^f£ n £!, f ° n belween ^el 

and the Palestinians is taking a 
bloocher turn. B 

The Palestinians died in 
lashes at the northern and 
southern ends of the Gaza 
Mnp the congested enclave 
which is home to 1 million 
Palestinians and 5.000 Jewish 
settlers. 

At the Erez checkpoint 
Akram Abu Askar, one of the 
wounded, was quoted as saying; 
‘1 saw somebody shot in the 
neck and went to evacuate him 
They shot me in the right arm. 
When I continued pulling him, 
i hey shot me in Ihe other arm.” 

Six of the Palestinians who 
died were killed as they demon- 
strated outside the Jewish set- 
tlement in Gush Khadf in Gaza, 
which has often seen fighting in 
the pasL Major-General Abdel 
Raziq al-Mujaideh. chief of 
public security in the Gaza 
Strip, said two boys aged eight 
were killed, though other 
sources said one was in a coma. 
He said: “The number killed 
reached eight martyrs and 80 
were wounded.” A further 100 
people were injured on the 
West Bank, mostly in Hebron, 
Bethlehem and Ramallah. 

The violence yesterday was 
the worst since. September 10%, 
when Benj amin Netanyahu, the 
newly elecLed Israeli Prime 
Minister, opened a tunnel un- 
der the Muslim quarter in the 
Old City in Jerusalem. More 
than 80 people were killed and 
over 1,000 injured on both 
sides. 

On that occasion, Palestin- 
ian police fired back at Israeli 
troops. This happened on one 
occasion in Gaza yesterday, but 
on the West Bank Israeli troops 
appeared to be mainly firing 
rubber-coated steel bullets and 
tear-gas at demonstrators. 

In Jerusalem the day began 



Palestinians carrying away the body of Samir Fayad, who was shot by Israeli troops at af-Qarara village. In the Gaza Strip 


Photograph: Reuters 


with Jewish extremists setting 
fire to a wooden door leading 
to the sanctuary on which stand 
al-Aqsa mosque and the Dome 
of the Rock. 

Pblice and border guards 
with long wooden batons later 
broke up a march to com- 
memorate al-Naqba, the disas- 
ter when 700,000 Palestinians 
lost their homes in Israel in 
1948. Hatem Abdel Qader, a 
member of the Palestinian leg- 
islature, was beaten by police. 

In the central square bf 
Nablus, the largest dty on the 
West Bank, some 3,000 people 
gathered lo observe a rwo min- 


utes' silence and listen to a 
speech by Yasser Arafat, speak- 
ing from Gaza. u We are not just 
a bunch of refugees begging for 
pity and charity," he said. “We 
are not guests in this world. We 
are partners in it, and this part- 
nership cannot be fulfilled with- 
out the establishment of a state." 

When other speakers men- 
tioned the name of Mr Ne- 
tanyahu, people who were 
standing on the rooftops fired 
shots into the air. 

• There was a manfcb by 
purposefuf-looking young men 
belonging to Hamas, the Islam- 
ic militant organisation, carry- 


ing a large model of the Dome 
of the Rock, with its golden 
dome, on their shoulders. Small 
boys carried placards saying: “50 
Years of Palestine Disaster". A 
bhie-and- white Israeli flag was 
burned on a root The mood was 
festive rather than angry, until ru- 
mours spread throughthe crowd 
of Palestinians killed elsewhere. 

In Jerusalem, Israeli border 
guards, paramUitaiy police 
armed with batons and guns fir- 
ing rubber bullets chased small 
boys up and down the road be- 
low the Ottoman walls sur- 
rounding the Old City. “If the 
soldiers would go away all this 


would stop,’' said a shop- 
keeper, opening the metal 
doors that protect his shop by 
six inches. Occasional empty 
bottles were hurled at the 
police from side-streets. 

Tension has increased in 
Jerusalem in the past week 
since a Jewish seminary student 
belonging to a settler organi- 
sation called Aferet Cohanim 
was stabbed to death in the Via 
Dolorosa in the Old City. 

A 51-year-old Palestinian . 
construction worker was simi- 
larly killed with a knife in what 
appears to be a retaliatory at- 
tack as he walked to work past 


the ultra-Orthodox neighbour- 
hood of MeaSharim. Frustra- 
tion is deep among the 2.9 
million Palestinians living in 
Gaza, the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem over the failure of the 
Oslo accords of 1993 to improve 
their lives or move them far 
towards seif-determination. 

Israeli restrictions on the 
movement of people and goods 
led to a 35-per-cent fall in 
per capita gross national 
product and a rise in the number 
of unemployed Palestinians from 
20 per cent to 42 per cent in the 
four years after Oslo, according 
to a European Union report. 


Netanyahu appeals 
direct to US public 
on Israel’s behalf 


By Mary D«j«vsky 

in 'Atehington ' 

AS FRESH violence flared in 
the West Bank yesterday, the 
Israeli Prime Minister took his 
case for improved security 
guarantees direct to American 
opinion with a forceful plea 
for “security as the foundation 
for peace". He also warned in 
no uncertain terms against any 
unilateral declaration of state- 
hood by the Palestinians as a 
move that would pose “a 
mortal danger to Israel" and 
“wreck the peace”. 

Under strong United 
States pressure to break the 
16-month deadlock in the 
peace process, Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu was addressing the 
pro-Israel Washington Insti- 
tute for the Near East in a 
hastily arranged breakfast 
speech, before embarking on 
a new round of talks with the 
US Secretaiy of State, 
Madeleine AJbrigbt. Hie new 
talks were scheduled alter a 
meeting on Wednesday pro- 
duced no agreement 

Speaking with determined 
clarity spiked with flashes of 
pas^jon, Mr Netanyahu said 
the 1993 Oslo accords had 
“failed miserably'’ to guaran- 
tee Israel's security, and he 
gave the most detailed ac- 
count of the Israeli position 
yet to have emerged into the 
public domain. 

Citing the successful 
precedent of peace with Egypt 
and Jordan, he called for a 
“territorial buffer" to be pre- 
served to the east and the west 
of Israel He demanded guar- 
antees from the Palestinian 
authorities, possibly in the 
form of legislation, that would 
outlaw incitement to violence 
and ethnic and religious ha- 
tred in Palestinian territory 
and proposed a three-party 


monitoring body. Acknowl- 
edging that a land “buffer” 
would not deter missiles, he 
responded: “The fact that 
they can tty in through the 
window doesn't mean you 
open the doof." 

Mr Netanyahu dismissed 
Ms Albright’s earlier upbeat 
assessment of Palestinian at- 
tempts to rein in terrorism, 
saying- also with reference to 
yesterdays violence - that 
the Palestinian authorities 
could “whip up violence" 
when it suited them and “this 
is not a pressure tactic we can 
accept". He lambasted the 
Palestinian leader, Yasser 
Arafat, for not securing a 
change in the Palestinian 
Charter, which calls for the 
abolition of Israel. 

Mr Netanyahu had hinted 
before leaving Israel that he 
would make his appeal direct 
to the US public and politi- 
cians and he was expected also 
to address meetings on Capi- 
tol Hill before leaving for 
New York today. The prospect 
of “megaphone diplomacy" 
appeared to have prompted 
Ms Albright to defend publicly 
the US position, as she did at 
short notice earlier this week, 
giving assurances about Israel's 
security but accepting that in 
matters of national security, Is- 
rael’s elected leaders had the 
last word. 

Yesterday, Mr Netanyahu 
made no bones about the con- 
ceptual gap between himself 
and Washington, saying that 
while “others" might see “nor- 
malisation”, economic ex- 
changes and people-to-people 
contacts as conducive to peace, 
for Israel “normalisation” was 
“a bonus”; only security could 
guarantee peace. However, 
he described these as merely 
“disagreements around the 
dinner table, in the family”. 
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Clinton and 


Kohl celebrate 


airlift miracle 


By Imre Karacs 

in Berlin 


GERMANY and the United 
States pledged to strengthen 
their kinship forged SO years ago 
by building “bridges to the future" 
in a world where, in the words of 

President KD Qmtqp, “the strug- 
gle for freedom never ends". 

At an exuberant celebra- 
tion of the airlift that began half 

a century ago, 10,000 Berliners 
cheered the President, swayed 
to the Bundeswehr Big Band's 
rhythm-and-blues, and echoed 
Chancellor Helmut KohTs pn> 
fusive thanks. 

.The venue was Tempelbof 
airport, a Nazi -era megalith 
that fell into American hands af- 
ter the war. On its Tarmac 
stood yesterday the “Spirit of 
Freedom”, a C54 converted 
passenger plane that took, the 
lion’s share in the relief of 
Berlin's hunger. Alongside this 
craft, the US Air Force had 
parked its hyper-modem C17 
transporter, the newly-chris- 
tened “Spirit of Berlin' 1 . 

“We shall never forget the 
help of our American allies,” Mr 
Kohl vowed. “Now and for 
ever our heartfelt gratitude, Mr 
President.” 


The recipient of this acco- 
lade, keenly aware of hyberbo lie 
standards set by his predeces- 
sors, rose to the occasion with 
a flourish. “Man’s soul is like 
water. From heaven it descends 
and to heaven it rises,” he said, 
quoting Goethe. “The airlift be- 
came a sharing of the souL" 

His idol, John F Kennedy, 
had written his nam- into the an- 
nals with that unforgettable de- 
claration in German: “Ich bin 
ein Berliner". President Clinton 
was not to be outdone. The spir- 
it of the city and the miracle of 
the airlift will live on 100 years 
from now, he declared. “Berlin 
bleibt doch Berlin - Berlin will 
remain Berlin.” 

Some locals took that as a bit- 
ter aside to the developers 
transforming Potsdamerplatz in 
the heart of the city into a Man- 
hattan, but the President was 
surely not troubled by such neg- 
ative thoughts. The pathos 
flowed freely, platitudes landed, 
tike the “raisfoTxxnbers” of yes- 
teryear, once every 90 seconds. 
“It would be difficult to imagine 
a better friend or ally than mod- 
em Germany,” he oozed. 

This was a German-Ameri- 
can love-in, not to be tainted by 
any rivalry for affection. Other 


heroes of the airlift, notably 
British airmen, got only a cur- 
sory mention. School-children 
were handed out paper flags of 
the two countries; the banners 
fluttering in the breeze were 
German and American only. 
For one glorious day, Britain 
and France had been air- 
brushed out of history. 

But even the thunderous 
presidential accolade was 
edipsed for a moment by the 
ovation for Colonel Gail 
Halvorsen, aka the “Candy 
Bomber”. Col Halvorsen had 
flown, in from Utah, admitted- 
ly with the help ofa young crew, 
to bask one more time in the 
adulation of Berliners. 

Now 79, the pilot is credit- 
ed with the idea of dropping 
Hershey bars attached to tiny 
parachutes. A showman to the 
last - he had danced in his fed- 
ing ancient uniform before the 
crowd - Col Halverson kept his 
uplifting performance brief: 
“People can live without having 
enough to eat But they cannot 
live without hope. That’s what 
the airlift meant.” 

Tb Gerry Mmm, another 
vetman pilot with 121 sorties out 
of Wiesbaden daring the block- 
ade, flying in and out of Berlin 



Marking the airlift yesterday, 


from left; are Helmut Kohl, Bill Clinton, airlift pilot Gaii Halvorsen and Berliner Mercedes Wiki 


Photograph: Reuters 


was just another job, devoid of 
the epoch-making significance 
accorded to it today. “During the 
airlift, I don’t flunk any of us saw 
how important it was.” he said. 
He had flown a bomber in the 
war, whose purpose he could 
never quite fathom, was de- 
mobbed and then offered his job 


back in 1948. “I wondered why 
die people in Wellington 
favoured Unde Joe [Stalin], in- 
stead of Adolf. Tb this day, I 
don’t think we are finished with 
the Russians yet.” 

No such hint of doubt was, 
of course, allowed to mar the 
ceremony, as the official speak- 


ers turned their attention to the 
relentless advance of Western 
civilisation in the east In the 
woidsof Oiancelkff K6ht “Our 
goal is to complete the con- 
struction of the European house 
-with a permanent right of res- 
idence for our American friends 
- e nabling the family of Euro- 


pean nations to live together side 
by ride in lasting peace.” Both 
Mr Kohl and President Clinton 
spoke at length about the lega- 
cy of the Cold War, and the 
need to integrate the new 
democracies into Nato and the 
European Union. “Above afl,” 
Mr Kohl said, “we need to en- 


hance our relationship with 
Russia, for only together with 
Russia can security and stabil- 
ity in Europe be assured. 

Jenny, a 12-year-old Berlin- 
er, glimpsed a contemporary 
message in the history of the air- 
lift. “They should feed Africa,” 
she said. 


Barry under pressure to 
quit disaster-zone DC 




By Andrew Marshall 

in Washington 
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WHO SHALL rule the New 
Rome? Which man or woman 
will gain ultimate power over 
the city that rales not just the 
most powerful nation on earth," 
but which indirectly guides the 
fortunes of hundreds of millions 
across the globe? Who will be 
mayor of Washington DC? 

The job is real enough, but 
that description of it would be- 
I muse anyone who lives in the 
city. Rsr Washington is for from 
being the glamorous metropo- 
lis at the heart of an empire. “A 
city that should be America's 
Paris has become its Cairo,” 
wrote the New York Times. Nor 
is it in control of its own destiny, 
unlike almost any other such dty 
in the world 

The man whom many blame 
for this is Marion Bany, mayor 
ofthecityfor 16ofthepast20 
years. This weekend, Mr Barry 
may decide that four terms is 
enough. 

At a meeting with commu- 
nity representatives and his 
supporters, he will decide 
whether to stand in this Sep- 
tember's primary. Speculation 
is building that be will stand 
aside, perhaps to stand as a 
councilman, perhaps to retreat 
to academia. 

Enigmatic to the last, he is 
giving no dues. “1 am trying to 
wind down this decision, so I 
want to get one final look and 
a little prayer,” Barry said this 
week. *T have really given this 
decision serious consideration, 
and I am really torn between 
what to do.” 


The Mayor's years in Wash- 
ington saw him rise to power 
spectacularly in the 1970s; be- 
fore felling just as dramatically 
when he was caught on camera 
smoking cocaine in.a downtown 
hotel room in 1990, and jailed. 
But he bounced b&fc,~ciaunipg 
redemption and a rediscovery 
of God, and won re-election in 
1995. 

Washington is a divided dty, 
and few things divide it as much 
as Mayor Barry. Rock Creek 
Park, a strip of grass and trees 
that widens as it pushes north, 
is a green wedge that splits it 



Barry: still deciding if he wiH 
stand for a fifth term 


into rich and poor, but also 
white and black. West of the 
park lie the prosperous suburbs 
with their clapboard houses, 
two-car garages and baseball 
hoops in the hish green gardens. 
Hie west-of-the-park white es- 
tablishment of Washington can’t 
stand the Mayor, and excoriates 
him weekly in the Washington 
Post. He doesn't need to worry 
that much: the electorate, pre- 
dominantly black and poor, has 
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PARIS (Reuters) — A gold- 
leafed pyramid cap was placed 
on top of an ancient Egyptian 
obelisk in the heart of Paris yes- 
terday, more than 150 years af- 
ter the project was first 
conceived. 

The 107ft-iaU obelisk, which 

was carved in the eighth century 

BC and given to France fay an 

Egyptian viceroy in 1830, stands 

at the centre of the fomous 
Place de la Concorde. 

When the stone monument 
reached Pins in 1836, experts 
uiged the French authorities to 
restore the masterpiece to its orig- 
inal splendour by putting a pyra- 
mid cap bade on the pinnade. 

But it was not until last year 
that President Jacques Chirac 
agreed to back the 1.5m franc 
project as part of celebrations to 
nwkFraiKxvEgypiian relations. 

The 12ft-high hat is built out 
of bronze and covered with 
23.5 carat gold leaf. 


of force’s two main conservative parties pro- 
KTpJ a ^ Ce 10 figM ** to right TheRaltyfor 
Repufahc, the party of President la^Chin^ Z 
Union for French Democracy pledged to reject^tX^T 
mise with the National FronL Th?RPR ™ ° _ 
SSguin. and the UDF 

Uance could emerge as early as September. ’ jy> 
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Koala first 


— Reuters, Warsaw 


world's fint toi a birth of i he - | 

in Brisbane. The koala, about the sb^T' 3 '^'' 81 3 | 

ted in its mother’s pouch^t^^f 3 




ei* 


voted him back into office any- 
way. 

But Washington is in trouble. 
Over the past 25 years, the city 
of 500,000 has lost about 
200,000 residents in a flight to 
the suburbs. Many of its basic 
services do not work, its fin ances 
(though improving) are chaotic 
and its public school system is 
rotten. 

Those who blame Bany see 
him as the maladministrator 
who created this, praying poli- 
tics when the city really needed 
a good manager. Over the past 
few years Congress has struck 
back, stripping the mayor of 
most of is powers, and creating 
a financial control board which 
wields more power than mayor 
and council combined. 

Barry’s friends would point 
out that the city had more than 
its fair share of problems before 
he arrived, and say that he was 
never given much of a chance 
by the white establishment. But 
pressure is building for a return 
to self-government, and most 
realise that while he is in office 
that wfitt be an impossible goal. 
His friends have tried to prepare 
a dignified exit for him. • 

His opponents are already 
jockeying for position. Tbday 
four of them are expected to 
pick up their nomination 
papers: Republican Carol 
Schwartz and Democrats Jack 
Evans, Kevin Chavous and 
Harold Brazil. 

In a city that is Democratic 
to the core, only Evans, 
Chavous and Brazil have, a 
chance, but if Bany decided to 

run again, he could well stfll win 

re-election. 
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Chinese 

round 

on India 

over 

nuclear 

testing 

B Y Teresa Poole 


9™A yesterday attacked In- 
i t f ? nucI ««r tests, saying 
l had shown “outrageous can- 
tempi for the common will of 
the international community". 
North Korea also said it couid 
re\Tve its nuclear-power pro- 
gramme. because Washington 
was bemg lixi slow supplying 
promised light-waier reactors. 

As the rest of the world 
rounded on Delhi, Peking for 
the fi/st time also claimed a 
place on the moral high ground 
of supposed nuclear respcct- 
ahaiiy.lt was “deeply shocked”, 
a foreign minisby statement 
said. The tests would have “se- 
rious consetjiienccs to the peace 
and stability in South Asia and 
the world at large". 

The Indian ambassador to 
Peking was summoned to hear 
a protest, and the Foreign Min- 
ister, Tang Jiaxuan, phoned his 
US counterpart, Madeleine Al- 
bright, to call for a “clear-cut 
and firm stance” against India's 
nuclear programme. 

In recent years Peking has 
more often been heard de- 
fending its own right to a mod- 
ern nuclear armoury. China 
did not halt its own test pro- 
gramme until July 1996, when 
it conducted its 45th nuclear 
blast. Peking then implement- 
ed a moratorium on testing 
and in September 1996 signed 
the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty. Since then stories have 
persisted that China has helped 
Phidstan develop missile systems 
and nudear technology, an al- 
legation denied by both. 

Indk’s mistrust of China's 
relationship with Pakistan is 
never fa- from the surface in re- 
lations between Asia's two gi- 
ants. Tie Press Trust of India 
news ajency said the Indian 
Prime Minister, Atal.Behari 
Vajpayie, had cited “an atmos- 
phere af distrust" in relations 
with CTina in a letter to Presi- 
dent till Clinton explaining 
the decision to conduct nu- 
clear usts. “We have an overt 
nuclear-weapon state on our 
hordes, a state which commit- 
ted arned aggression against In- 
dia in 1962,” the letter said. 

Fear decades later, India and 
China have still not managed to 
settled disputes over bender 
demreations. 

Feting yesterday dismissed 
India's picture of China as a nu- 



Kremlin takes 
fright as Lebed 
bids for power 


By Phfl Reeves 
in Moscow 


A worker cleaning the floor in front off a picture of a mushroom cloud at the Military Museum in Peking. Yesterday, the 
Chinese said the Indian tests would have ‘serious consequences for peace and stability’ Photograph: Nathalie BehringfReuters 


ALEXANDER LEBED, the 
former paratrooper general 
once rated as Russia's most 
trusted politician, is about to 
face the most important battle 
to date in his campaign to lake 
over the Kremlin. 

This weekend be hopes to 
burst out of the wings os to the 
centre stage of Russian politics 
by winning the governorship of 
Krasnoyarsk, a mineral-rich re- 
gion in western Siberia four 
times the size of Texas. 

Voters will go to the polls on 
Sunday for the final round of the 
election, which, if Mr Lebed tri- 
umphs, will make him a front- 
runner in the race to replace 
Boris Yeltsin. The contest, which 
pitches him against the incum- 
bent governor, Valery Zubov, a 
moderate pro-marketeer, is seen 
as a test-bed for the presidential 
election in 2000, and has drawn 
in worried rivals, power-hungry 
oligarchs and the Kremlin. 

Victory for Mr Lebed, a na- 
tionalist, would restore much of 
the clout he lost when an un- 
grateful Mr Yeltsin signed a de- 
cree, live on national television, 
firing him as bead of the Secu- 
rity Council. His dismissal came 
only four months after Mr 
Yeltsin gave him the job in a 
brazen attempt to win over his 
10.7 million share of the vote be- 
tween the two rounds of the 
19% presidential elections. His 
sacking - the product of in- 
fighting amid the President’s 
aides- came despite his success 
in brokering an end to the 
Chechen war; it set a vengeful 
Mr Lebed on Mr Yeltsin’s heels. 

Hie fact that Mr Lebed, 
4S, who last month won the first 
round of the Krasnoyarsk ejec- 
tion with 45 per cent, seems like- 
ly to win has raised alarm 
throughout Russia’s political 
establishment. He has made no 
secret of his plan to use the job, 
which gives him a helpful seat 


in the Federation Council, as a 
launching pad for a bid foT the 
highest office. • 

The Communists fear he 
will take a large bite out of their 
stagnant electorate, burying 
their slender hopes of succeed- 
ing Mr Yeltsin. His rivals know 
one of his weaknesses, the lack 
of big-time money, could be 
solved. To the alarm of the 
Kremlin, and of much of the 
Moscow financial and soda! 
filite ranged behind it, he would 
be well-placed to recruit Sib- 
eria’s raw-material barons to 
bankroll his presidential bid. 

That anxiety was reflected by 
Moscow’s mayor. Yuri Luzhkov, 
a frontrunner for the presiden- 
cy, who has pitched in to help 



Alexander Lebed: Democrat 
or despot? 

Mr Lebed's opponent; the may- 
or is well aware that Mr Lebed 
is a fellow nationalist and a gen- 
uine rival for his turf, who 
shares his flare for publicity. 

Mr Lebed’s brother. Alexei, 
another trombone-voiced ex- 
para. is governor of the neigh- 
bouring Khakassia region. As 
the central government tries to 
assert its control over 11 time 
zones, it faces the spectre of two 
brothers in alliance; brothers 
who control the vast sweep of 
land which links European and 
Asian Russia, a prize fiefdom 
with its rich legacy of nickel, oil 
and bauxite. 

As ttepoD approaches, night- 
ly news bulletins regularly lead 


with accounts of the daily duel 
for Siberia's hearts and minds, 
press ing regional issues - unpaid 
wages, a crumbling infrastructure 
- have been largely overshad- 
owed by the gladiatorial struggle. 

The tactics of the American 
campaign trail abound. Mr 
Lebed, who long ago swapped 
Jrhaki for cashmere and silk, is 
supported by spin doctors over- 
seeing a super-slick PR opera- 
tion. Their coups include a visit 
from the French film star Alain 
Delon, a big star in Russia. 

Yesterday Mr Zubov, a for- 
mer economics professor and 
Yel tsin loyalist who was a shoo- 
in until Mr Lebed entered the 
fray, counterattacked by wheel- 
ing in Russia's female pop diva, 
Alla Pugachyova. The governor, 
supported by Lbe Kremlin, is 
putting up a spirited fight “Fas- 
cists hide behind your back," 
snapped Mr Zubov in a televi- 
sion debate this week. “I have 
not used my fists in a long time," 
retorted Mr Lebed, an ex-boxer 
who has boasted of breaking the 
jaws of soldiers who brutalised 
their juniors. 

And that last detail is the 
principal problem with Mr 
Lebed. A hero of the Afghan 
war and broker of a lasting 
cease-fire in Moldova, he styles 
hims elf as a democrat, albeit it 
one who places a sharp accent 
on law and order. He talks of 
encouraging private investment, 
fighting corruption, and stimu- 
lating the market economy. 

But his critics, especially in 
the Wist, where he is viewed with 
concern, have not forgotten a 
tirade in which he called Mor- 
mons “mould and scum”, and 
cited Russia’s “rusty missiles” as 
a response to Nato expansion. 
Such remarks can be put down 
to stump rhetoric. His record, 
particularly, his performance in 
Chechnya, outshines his sillier 
outbursts. Yet it is impossible to 
be absolutely sure that a despot's 
heart does not beat beneath the 
soft folds of his charcoal suit 


clear threat as “gratuitous". 
“India wants to achieve a dom- 
inant position in South Asia," 
said Sun Shibai, deputy direc- 
tor of the Institute of Asia- 
Pacific Studies of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences. 

Also in Peking yesterday 
North Korea’s ambassador to 
China, Cbu Chang- jun, con- 
ducted a rare news briefing at 
which he warned that “some of 
our officials” had suggested 


Pyongyang should revive its 
nuclear-power programme. He 
accused Washington of moving 
too slowly on supplying pro- 
mised light-water reactors. Un- 
der a 1994 accord, Pyongyang 
agreed to halt its reactor pro- 
gramme in return for safer re- 
actors financed by South 
Korea, the US, and Japan. 

More recently. North Korea 
was accused of supplying tech- 
nology for Pakistan’s new 


Ghauri missile, whose test flight 
a few weeks ago so alarmed the 
Indian government 
■ Britain is recalling its High 
Commissioner from New Del- 
hi for consultations, Renters 
reports. Robin Cook, the For- 
eign Secretary, told parliament 
Britain would be consulting 
its European partners on 
further reactions but did not 
mention the possibility of 
imposing sanctions. 
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Showcasing the future of 
fashion 


The world's greatest shexvtase for young British desist 
talent - Bhs Graduate Fashion Week is returning to 
London's South Bank this summer at Jubilee Gardens 
(8-12 June). 
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Introducing lcrw-cost term 
assurance from Legal & GeneraL 
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. . a jf finds it 

Reading such a wordy advert is not easy, especially if the person writing 
very difficult to put into words exactly what they really sort of mean and they keep u § 
far more words than are absolutely necessary to get the point across quickly and go on 
and on and on and on about things that are only really interesting to themselves. 

And what if the writer starts rambling and ambling with woolly words and nothing he says 
sense to make seems or maybe he just goes 

silent for a few paragraphs. Would you read on, or tell him he’s so incredibly funny and take 
him to the pub where everyone can laugh at him. 

Let’s be honest, reading takes a little bit of concentration, a smidgen of intelligence and, 
heaven forbid, time. A telly ad on the other hand is easy to watch and tells you exactly 
what it means instantly. Why do people like charities write pages and pages of weenie 

little words about really nasty things when they could just get Tom Cruise saying “Sho>jv 

! 

me the money”- naked. We’d get the point wouldn’t we? And it would be a lot le^s 

work for us. It’s only an advert after all. It’s not life and death is it? - well not ours 

' 

anyway. We don’t want to do all that reading, all that hard work, just get to the poinj. 

OK suicide, I want to talk about suicide, now are you going to carry on reading? 

(A lot of people just stopped.) But you’re prepared to read on and listen. Let’s see, yeah I’vi 
thought about it, who hasn’t? I once thought a great suicide note would be “Things to dcj 
today” — be more successful, become a parent, be nicer, get fit, get a conservatory, go o 
holiday, go mend the tap etc. etc. etc. etc., of course - 1 knew I couldn’t, well wouldn’t do arc 
of them, any day - no way Jose. 

So finally I’ve told you what I want to talk about, sort of. Taken me long enough hasn’t it? Why 
didn’t I just put it up front, then you wouldn’t have had to listen to all this drivelling on. 

But there lies the point and why people like yourselves make good listeners, because 
they are prepared to put in the effort to “listen”. 

See, listening properly is just like reading properly, pretending to do them or half doing 
them doesn’t work. If you’re thinking about something else you can’t read properly if 
you take the book down the pub and get pissed you can’t read properly, or if you burst 
into tears and get upset you can’t read properly. 

Of course you can appear to be reading and listening but in reality it’s you that’s lost the 
plot (cracking jokes while someone’s trying to confide in you doesn’t work either) 
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No, the ability to listen, like reading has no short cut. It takes effort. It takes patience, and 
it takes perception, to read between the lines of what’s being said. It also takes the brains 
to know that what’s not being said is as important as what is being said, and most of all 

it takes time. 


»> 


By now, you’ve proved you’re a good listener. You may be interested to know 1 6% of 
men would have told me to snap out of it at paragraph five. 10 % of men and women 
would have simply panicked at paragraph two and 7% of men would have told me to 
keep my problems to myself. 
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Statistically speaking, you’re also more likely to be a woman (now I know why my wife 
is so much better at reading books than me) as women find it much easier to talk about 
their problems because they find it more likely other women will listen to them. Men 
on the other hand don’t expect to be listened to and understood, but joked about, and 
taken down the pub to forget and fall over. We all know this doesn’t help. Neither does 
being told about all the positive things in your life. 
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What does help is to really listen, to set aside time to listen, to allow friends to tell you 
the truth and not play down their problems. 


see. yean i w .^jh e ability to listen to people in trouble can be the difference between life and death. The 
>e " ! " .’-xs :o -c Samaritans know this from years and years of experience, but they also know you don’t have 
servatcry. P or to be a Samaritan to be a good listener. That’s why this year Samaritans Week, which runs 
weaker t co any f rom 1 5th-23rd May, is dedicated to the importance of listening throughout society. 


One person in Britain dies by suicide about every 90 minutes. 75% are men. Every 
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gh ha sh ' '■ v !l/ 9 7 seconds someone contacts The Samaritans and every year they receive over 1 .5 million 
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silent calls. 55% of young women and 32% of young men have felt that life is not worth living 


at some stage 



pro! 
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These people are all someone’s colleague, neighbour, brother, sister, mother, father 
or friend. Please take the time to listen to them, use your instinct, if you think someone 

|Ji* ” I 

r i V if \ou know needs help they probably do. Finding that someone actually cares enough to 

v ’ ' 

really listen to them really can make the difference between someone choosing life 

rather than suicide. 
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*Thank you for taking the time to listen. 


The Samaritans 
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The Bombay 


bombshell 


Shobha De’s raunchy novels have enraged and titillated India. By Kathy Marks 


“HE DREW me close to him 
and stuck his tongue down my 
throat His rough hands were 
tearing at my blouse, while bis 
knee was still locked between 
my legs. “Let’s do it standing up,’ 
he said, unzipping his stained 
jeans.** 

This is standard fare for 
readers of the lurid “sex and 
shopping" novels that dominate 
the tower end of the popular fic- 
tion market. It comes not from 
the pages of Jackie Collins, 
though, but from Shobha De, 
a Bombay-based writer who has 
shocked polite Indian society 
with a series of raunchy tales set 
in her native city. 

These hoznegrown “bonk- 
b listers”, with their racy plots, 
strong language and explicit sex 
scenes', have proved an 
overnight publishing sensation, 
transforming De into India's 
h ig£ i»sf- wfKng FngKsJwfripgitage 
novelist. But reviewers and 
commentators are scandalised. 
Despite being the land of the 
Kama Sutra and erotic temple 
carvings, modem India - thanks 
largely to the influence of the 
British Raj -is distinctly prud- 
ish. Hence one critic’s denun- 
ciation of De as the “princess 
of pom". 

Now De, a former model and 
gossip columnist, has written 
her first non-fiction book. 
Surviving Men: The Smart 
Woman s Guide To Staying On 
Top. Shortly to be published in 
Britain, where she has a dedi- 
cated following in the Asian 
community, it is a witty and 
acerbic analysis of the short- 
comings of Indian men and is, 
she says, of universal relevance. 

The book, 27 short chapters 


with headings such as Are Men 
Moral?, portrays men as a pa- 
thetic bunch of creatures, inept 
in bed, lacking in personal hy- 
giene and easily manipulated. 

In London this week to con- 
duct a three-day creative writ- 
ing workshop, De relates with 
glee the furious reception that 
Surviving Men was given at 
home. "Indian men are very. 
thin-skinned, and they're not 
used to being lampooned," she 
says. “They take all this as an 
affront to their masculinity. 

“You see, urban Indian 
women have made great leaps 
forward, but men are stfll liv- 
ing in the 15th century." 

De, just turned 50, was the 
first Indian woman novelist to 


selves." She denies that she set 
out to shock-”! didn’t want to 
be a literary streaker” - but 
dearly enjoys doing so. albeit 
from her safe vantage point as 
a member of the moneyed 
elite. 

Bora in the state of Maha- 
rashtra, De moved to Bombay 
as a chid and, after taking a psy- 
chology degree, overcame tire 
opposition of her conservative 
Brahmin parents to take up a 
career in modelling. Later, af- 
ter a stint as an advertising 
copywriter, she became the 
founder-editor of Stardust, a 
gossip magazine about the 
. “Bollywood" film industry. The 
transition to celebrity author 
was almost accidental; she sat 


“You see, urban Indian women have 
made great leaps forward, but the 
men are still Irving in the 15th century” 


write about sex in a manner nei- 
ther coy nor apologetic. Her 
debut work. Socialite Evenings , 
a tale of wealth, power and in- 
trigue among the Bombay jet- 
set, sold 40,000 copies -a huge 
number, by Indian standards - 
and led one critic to observe 
that Penguin India, her pub- 
lisher, “have decided to put 
themselves in the service of the 
country, masturbating the na- 
tion". 

De, immaculate in a bright 
turquoise salwar-kameez, 
shrugs her slim shoulders. “Sex 
is still a taboo subject in India, 
although God knows our pop- 
ulation figures speak for them- 


down to write a. non-fiction 
book abont Bombay at the re- 
quest of Penguin and ended up 
with Socialite Evenings. 

De affects weariness with 
the Indian media's obsession 
with her glamorous image -ne- 
glecting to mention that she ex- 
ploits that image as part of a 
highly successful marketing 
strategy. A portrait of her, 
posed by a fashion photogra- 
pher, appears on the dustjack- 
et of all her books, showing off 
her cool beauty to perfection. 
De also maintains a high pro- 
file through three weekly 
columns in Indian newspapers 
in which she doles out provoca- 


tive views on love, life and pol- 
itics. 

Her self -promotion machine 
hag also made much of the fact 
thftt she moves in the same 
charmed circles as the tycoons 
and movie moguls who people 
her fiction. Indeed, one of her 
early publicity blurbs boasted 
that “her private life reads like 
one of her novels". 

In fact, she says, she leads “a 
disappointingly conventional 
life". Married to a millionaire 
shipping magnate who pro- 
posed to her within 10 minutes 
of meeting her, she has six 
children and writes her books 
in long-hand on the dining 
room table of their oceanside 
penthouse apartment 

The broad appeal of her 
novels, she believes, lies in 
their depiction of a modern, ur- 
ban India that is unknown to 
most Indians. “They also have 
an aspirational quality" she 
says. “Indians are fascinated by 
Bombay, the city is a magnet. 
It is deliciously evil and has a 
tremendous energy, a cutting- 
edge quality that pushes you to 
the edge." . 

She believes that her books 
reflect the changing nature of 
male/female relationships in 
India, where an explosion in job 
opportunities over the past 
decade has spawned a new 
breed of woman: educated, as- 
sertive, increasingly prepared to 
demand her rights in all areas 
of life including the bedroom. 

“My heroines are anything 
but victims and doormats," 
says De. “They don’t get kicked 
around and, if they do, they kick 
right back. In the groin, if at all 
. possible." 





» 
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Model- turned-novelist Shobha De has been dubbed the “princess of pom * 1 by critics 


Photograph: Kalpesh Ladiigra 
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Diary of a 

fast-food 

junkie 

We spend three years of our lives eating so couid a 
diet of take-aways free up valuable time? Tim Hulse 
put the theory (and his stomach) to the test 


Thursday 7 May 

Fast food consumed: 1 Egg Mc- 
Muffm, ] Burger King cheese- 
burger meal, 1 KFC original 
recipe meal Rennies indigestion 
tablets consumed: 4. 

8.30am: Article in this morn- 
ing's paper reveals that, on 
average, we spend three and a 
half years of our lives eating. 
Food for thought or what? 
What else might I have done 
with all that lime? Circum- 
navigated the globe? Written 
several novels? Maybe even 
finished painting the shelves in 
my hallway. The possibilities 
are endless. 

Which is why 1 find myself 
in McDonald's chewing on an 
Egg McMuffin (“chewing” be- 
ing vety much a necessity - if 
you dropped one of these 
things, it would bounce ). From 
now on. I'm not going to waste 
any more time on eating. It’s 
going to be fast food all the 
way. (Cue imaginary trumpets 
heralding the dawning of a 
new, action-packed life.) Un- 
de Ronald here I come. 

Fail to win free hamburger 
in the McDonald's World Cup 
Years scratcbcard game. Ap- 
parently. it was McLaren-Ford 
who won the Formula 1 Motor 
Racing Constructors’ Champi- 
onship in 1974. So ncrwl know. 
Never realised that eating fast 
food could be educationaL 
7.30pm: Realise that eating 
fast food can also be potentially 
harmful to health. While I'm 
sitting in the Kflburn branch of 
Kentucky Pried Chicken, pick- 
ing over the batter-encrusted 
skeleton of a dead hen. an un- 
seemly fracas occurs. It ends 
with a middle-aged customer, 
undoubtedly the worse for 
drink, being forcibly ejected 
onto the street by the manager. 
“I’m going to close this fuck- 


ing place down!” are his final 
words of bravado as he's bun- 
dled out of the door. Eat the 
remainder of the meal quick- 
ly in expectation of brick 
through window. Thankfully it 
never comes. 

Notice uncanny and some- 
what unfortunate resemblance 
between Colonel Sanders and 
Rolf Harris, cheery host of 
Animal Hospital. Suspect 
chicken I've just eaten was 
probably beyond help. 

Friday 8 May 

Fast food consumed: 1 Big Mac 
meal l portion of cod and 
chips at a chippy somewhere in 
London but Fm not absolutely 
sure where exactly (look, it kw 
Friday night, okay?!). Rennies in- 
digestion tablets consumed : 1 
1 30pm: Beginning to feel like 
a foreigner in my own country. 
Partly because English is dear- 
ly not the first language of the 
people who serve me my meals 
(ditto fellow diners), but main- 
ly because I'm eating fast food 
on my own, which is something 
I tend to do abroad. 

Fast food restaurants are an 
anonymous haven for the soli- 
tary diner. I know, because I’ve 
eaten lonely Big Macs all over 
the world, from Barcelona to 
Bangkok and from Houston to- 
Hong Kong. And when you 
think about it, old Ronald Mc- 
Donald doesn’t seem to have 
any mates, does he? Which is 
as it should be, because Ronald 
is the patron saint of the lone- 
ly eater. God bless him. 

Fail to win free portion of 
French fries by not knowing that 
Lionel Richie’s Tbp 10 hit in 
1982 was “Truly”. Could have 
sworn it was “All Night Long” . 

Saturday 9 May 

Fast food consumed ': 1 quarter- 


pounder with cheese meal at 
tourist trap on Oxford Street, 1 
chicken shawarma with hal - 
loumi cheese, 1 plate of chicken 
liver and 1 spinachy samosa-type 
thing at Beirut Express, Edgyvare 
Road. Rennies consumed: 4. 
1.45pm: Make mental list of 
strange things I have eaten in 
my life: 
locusts 
crickets 
alligator 
kangaroo 
ostrich 
guinea pig 
Pbt Noodle 

All of them were preferable 
to the glistening ball of grease 
served up to me at a place called 
American Burger, its only daim 
to fame being that it sells “The 
Best Vhlue Burger In Town”. 
And even that isn’t true. 

To be honest, all this fast 
food is beginning to get me 
down a bit. 1 daydream con- 
tinually of lazy hours spent in 
some local trattoria with wait- 
ers brandishing giant pepper 
mills as I bore my dinner com- 
panion rigid with my favourite 
story of how I nearly died 
from an infected blister. (An 
epic saga full of drama and 
pathos - remind me to tell you 
about it sometime.) And I’m 
constantly beset by images of 
the kinds of food I’ve now re- 
nounced - piquant, summery 
things like sun-dried toma- 
toes and olives, and slow, time- 
consuming things like sausages 
that have gently been fried to 
a lovely, black crisp... 

And my soda! life is suf- 
fering somewhat. Friends tend 
to react rather badly when 
they invite me for- dinner and 
I have to say no, because Tm 
going to McDonald’s. Amaz- 
ing how narrow-minded some 
people can be. 



Tim Hulse chows down on the last burger of his junk-food triaL Maxi-pack of Rennies not pictured 


8.30pm: Decided to have a 
change and sample some fast 
food Lebanese-style. Wasn't 
very fast and was certainly very 
fatty, but tasted fantastic. Make 
note: invent chicken liver burg- 
er and become millionaire. 

Sunday 10 May 

Fast food consumed: 1 Big Mac 
meal, 1 BigKmeaL Rennies con- 
sumed: 6 . ' ■ ■ 

7.30pm: On day that football 
Premiership reaches its dimax, 
have decided to stage the Burg- 
ers hip equivalent the Big Mac 
versus its new upstart chal- 
lenger, Burger King’s Big K. The 
ultimate head-to-head! 

Having now sampled both, 1 
can announce that the Big K 
scores highly on texture, making 
the Big Mac seem a little slimy 
in comparison. (Heresy! May 
Saint Ronald forgive me.) How- 
ever, the Big K bun fell apart 
and, as usual with Burger King, 


they went overboard with the 
vegetable matter. 

It was a dose call and had to 
be decided on a ketchup 
tiebreaker. In the end, the jury 
(me) voted the Big Mac the 
winner, simply because the ac- 
companying ketchup came in a 
little pot. making chip-dipping 
ample. Burger King provide sa- 
chets, which means you have to 
squeeze the ketchup into a dol- 
lop on your tray. Most incon- 
venient. As Saint Ronald knows, 
God is in the details. 

Monday II May 

Fast food consumed: 1 Burger 
King Whopper widi cheese meal 
1 Burger King cheeseburger meaL 
Rennies consumed : 4. 

7.30am: Have just spent 10 
minutes chi toilet. Bowels appear 
to be seizing up. Feared this 
might happen. The phrase “I 
really feel like a burger” has be- 
gun to take on an awful literal 


meaning, in that I feel like my 
insides are packed full of 100 per 
cent pure beef. 

Have also become obsessed 
with memory of newspaper sto- 
ry which described the cleaning 
of a sewer somewhere in the 
West End. Apparently the 
amount of congealed fat re- 
moved was equivalent in volume 
to that of a double-decker bus. 
Suspect my arteries currently 
contain a similar amount. 
6.45pm: Go for drink with a 
friend. Take advantage of 
evening sunshine and sit outside 
the pub. Friend draws attention 
to the large number of flies 
buzzing over my head, no doubt 
attracted by the mealy odours 
which ooze from my every pore. 
Worry that life is turning into 
a tacky horror film starring 
myself as The Burger Thing - 
Half Person. Half Pattie. (In the 
bathroom, no one can hear 
you scream...) 


Tuesday Q May 

Fast food consumed : 1 veggie 
Whopper meal 1 McDonald's 
vegetable Deluxe meaL Rennies 
consumed: 2. Time spent on 
toilet: 15 minutes. 

7.30am: An equation seems to 
have come into effect which dic- 
tates that the more time I save 
eating fast food, the longer X 
spend in the bathroom, bug- 
eyed and straining to eject it 
from my system. Clearly some- 
thing has to be done. 

1.30pm: Lunch with veggie 
friend, who introduces me to the 
questionable delights of tbe veg- 
gie Whopper. It has a strange, 
curry-like taste, but she reckons 
it will sort out my. little “prob- 
lem". This evening Fm going to 
try the McDonald’s version. 
9pm: Severe flatulence. Have 
become walking embodiment 
of Viz character Johnny Fart- 
pants. But at least I now know 
that the planet Pluto was dis- 


Phocograph: Edward Webb 


covered in the World Cup year 
of 1930. 

Wednesday 13 May 

Fast food consumed: 0. Rennies 
consumed: 0. 

I can’t face it any longer. In the 
past six days, IVe eaten nine burg- 
ers of one kind or another and 

II portions of chips. Just the 
smell, even the thought, of a fast 
food restaurant is now enough to 
make me feel side So it's back to 
good old slow food from today. 

Cold food. Wet food. Food 
that isn’t greasy. Food that 
doesn't have a catchy name and 
a silly slogan. Food that doesn’t 
come on a tray and isn’t accom- 
panied by the latest chart hits, 
{food that isn’t at a reduced price 
while special promotion lasts 
and at participating outlets only. 

Sony, Ronald, I did my best, 
but I think we're going to have 
to call it a day. Td ralher spend 
my life eating. 


A strange marriage even if the price is 

It could be a wedding tailor-made for the tabloids, but have James Major and Emma Noble got a lotto learn about love? By Virginia Ironside 




Conservative couple.. 


NO ONE in their right minds gets engaged 
after only knowing each other for only three 
months. So is the engagement between 
John Major’s son, James, and former top- 
less model, Emma Noble, the act of 
obsessive sexual madness? It could be true 
love, of course, or is it, as seems more like- 
ly, a publicity stunt with about much sub- 
stance to it as the recently bruited idea that 
Chris Evans is Anthea Turner’s new love? 

It may sound cynical, but you can’t get 
away from the fact that James is hoping to 
set up hi* own nightclub and, as we all know, 
many entrepreneurs will stop at nothing to 
get publicity for their ventures. Emma, on 
the other band, was at the time of their 
meeting a hostess of Bruce Forsyth’s The 
Price is Right TV game show, and makes 
no bones about her ambition to be a TV 
presenter. When she first met him she was 

reported as saying: “This looks like a great 
photo-opportunity.” 

And you only have to look at pho- 
tographs of them together to suspect that 
things just don’t look right Most people 


engaged to be married prefer dignified 
pictures of themselves looking as though 
they are embarking on a lifetime adven- 
ture. They don’t get themselves snapped 
sno ggin g on a sofa, she (who says she is 24 
but is, in fact, neady 27) in a bright pink 
dress, all strings, cleavage (enhanced last 
year), and little else except leopard-skin 
high heels, he in trendy white T-shirt and 
cool jeans, lb me, they don't look like a 
couple in love; they look like a couple on 
the make. 

Miss Noble has told how she and James 
are hurt by the stories that have cropped 
up about their relationship. She said: “We 
know the truth, our friends and our fam- 
ily know the truth.” James has attacked the 
liars who have spread the gossip saying: 
“There’s a lot of lies that have been print- 
ed but we all know the truth and just ignore 
it." And what of the parents? They are 
“delighted" of course. But what else could 
.they say? I bet underneath it aU Norma is 
chewing her nails and rather wishing her 
son could find someone more serious to 


settle down with. Emma’s father said it was 
“fantastic news". Bat 1 bet he wants his 
daughter’s happiness at heart and must 
wonder if this is really the way to get it. 

Recently, Anthea Tinner - another C- 
list celebrity - went off with Grant Bovey, 
a businessman with three children. Hk wife, 
Della, didn’t take it iying^dowo. The whole 
affair generated huge publicity for all 
three protagonists, and now, after enor- 
mous coverage, including 14 pages in OK! 
after the couple’s reconciliation, Ms 
Turner’s profile is even higher, and Mrs 
Bovey is, wait for it... to host her own TV 
show. Was that just a publicity stunt? Who 
knows, but it certainly made the Boveys 
financially better-off. Similarly, her asso- 
ciation with James has done Emma no 
harm at the h ank. What are we to make 
of all this? Using affairs, marriage and di- 
vorce as mere publicity stunts is fine, as 
long as no one else gets hurt But some- 
one always does. 

Often there are children, parents and 
grandparents to consider. As members of 


an older or a younger generation they may 
believe in marriage and not imagine that 
anyone could use it cynically. And using 
marriage and engagement as some kind of 
public relations tool doesn’t do society any 
good either. It demeans the very cere- 
monies that are its mainstay. Marriage is 
about love, relationships, children, and com- 
mitment. It shouldn’t be used to further 
people’s careers and get them more pub- 
licity and dosh. 

Thie, the pair may be genuinely in love, 
but if not there is something truly repul- 
sive about using the build-up to a service 
and commitment that many people feel is 
blessed by God, for your own commercial 
ends. I give their engagement a couple of 
months. And if Fm wrong, I give their mar- 
riage no more than a year. One can only 
hope they don't have children or, if they 
do, they won’t use them in more self-serv- 
ing photo-opportunities - as the Bovey*s 
(fid in OK!. If tbe pair had any dignity, they 
would ban all pictures and interviews 
from now on. Fiat chance. 



... not so conservative couple 

Photograph: Stave Hnn/Alpha 
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7 Million could benefit 
from micro technology. 


Of the 8% million people in the UK 
who suffer hearing loss, just Vh 
million wear hearing aids. Yet today s 
technology means even those 
suffering severe hearing loss can wear 
aids that are practically invisible. And 
so comfortable, it's easy to forget 
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they're there. At 
Scrivens, your hearing 
aid can be tailored 
exactly to your 
specifications and pro- 
: grammed to suit 
your needs precisely. 


To arrange a free, no obligation 
hearing check, call Freephone 0800 
626 427, or send us the completed 
coupon. Do it today, and you'll 
receive a £50 voucher off any hearing 
aid purchase. Why suffer in silence? 
Book your free hearing check. Now. 


r To: Scrivens, FREEPOST BM 5725, Birmingham B5 4BR 

| (No stamp required) I 

■ Please post me FREE and without obligation a £50 voucher plus the j 

" special information pack illustrated here. I am over 18. 1 

I {PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 

| NAME 

I ADDRESS 

I 



POSTCODE 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


| Personal callers welcome at 3 John Princes Street, Oxford Circus, London W1 M 9HD. '*■ !Sr - 1 
^el: 0171-355 2120 Hyoudo noi whMd reewe mail from Mhe* cvefeSy se«T«! companies. Rease wi me fcp 
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‘Ethics’ didn’t 
help in Indonesia 


U IS HARD to believe that, as he returns to find his capital city in chaos, 
President Suharto of Indonesia will be able to change the mood of a peo- 
ple who seem determined not only to overthrow him, but to unleash vio- 
lence on the sizeable Chinese population of the country. Order has broken 
down in Indonesia and it is difficult to see what Suharto or the West can 
now do to rescue matters. It is, though, much simpler to identify the fail' 
ures in policy that led us to this pass. 

Suharto has been a despotic, brutal and nepotistic leader for most of 
his time in power. When be took power in 1965 in similarly bloody cir- 
cumstances (400,000 Chinese died in the riots then) he became leader of 
what could still easily be described as an “under-developed nation”, a mere 
“domino*' in America's cold war against Communism. Today the Indone- 
sian economy, even after the crash last autumn, is one of the most important 
in the region and indeed the world. But Suharto outlived his usefulness 
years ago and we should have encouraged him to follow his stated ambi- 
tion to become a sage, before his people forced matters for us. We are 
now faced with the worst of all worlds. 

The Americans are said to be embarrassed about their failure of intelli- 
gence about the Indian nuclear test explosions. At least these were under- 
ground. The build-up in tension in Indonesia has been distressingly visible 
and yet for less was done for this nation than was done, for example, to res- 
cue South Korea. This is not to say that we should have had the IMF bail 
out Suharto. It is to say that he should have been provided with incentives 
and penalties to liberalise his country in return for stabilising her economy. 

Britain is not a big player in this part of the world, but we do have some 
influence through our substantial arms trade. Our policy has been short-sight- 
ed and made all the more incomprehensible by the Government's imprac- 
tical posturing about rts “ethical” foreign policy. We know now that more 
than 50 batches of British arms have been sold to Indonesia since Labour 
came to power. It is not dear whether these weapons have been used to rap- 
press internal dissent, to deny human rights and to defy international law 
in Hast Timor. But that is a secondary issue. The primary query is why we, 
a nation which allegedly runs an ethical policy, were doing this kind erf busi- 
ness with a dictator like Suharto without securing some real progress on the 
ethical agenda. The West backed Suharto for too wholeheartedly for for too 
long and foiled to dislodge him quickly and effectively. If we had we might 
have ensured an orderly transition to a more democratic regime. 

So we have to fece up to our share of the blame for the brutality and eth- 
nic deansing that is threatening Indonesia. Let us hope that our next steps 
in foreign polity are uncomplicated by the pretensions of the ethical doctrine. 


Too little, too late to 
stop virtual monopoly 


YOU COULD be reading these words on the Internet, at the website ad- 
dress above, in which case the chances are you got here by using a piece 
of software called Internet Explorer. Or you may be one of the majority 
of the population of Britain who have never used a computer, in which 
case you might be forgiven for thinking that the threatened court case con- 
cerning Explorer in the United States is irrelevant. It is not. The Internet, 
the world-wide web of computers linked by telephone lines, increasingly 
forms the basis of the “weightless” economy which will determine our pros- 
perity in the future. Already, one corporation has built a position of un- 
healthy dominance over this virtual infrastructure. 

Microsoft, headed by Bill Gates, has pursued that trajectory so famil- 
iar to capitalism: creative innovation, dazzling success, wealth beyond dreams 
and, finally, attempted monopoly. As technological change accelerates, Mr 
Gates has followed this path unusually quickly. How we cheered when he 
outwitted and outsold IBM, the previous dominant player, which had grown 
fat and monopolistic itself. How we admired the entrepreneurial skill with 
which he built up his company and brought high-powered computing with- 
in reach of millions. But bow we began to grow doubtful when Mr Gates 
started to abuse his dominant position in operating systems (the basic soft- 
ware which runs computers) to lever himself into a dominant position in 
related markets. 

First came the irritating quirks which we suspected, but could not prove, 
were deliberately introduced to make Microsoft programs incompatible with 
competitors’ software. Then the Internet started to expand and Mr Gates, 
wrongfooted by this change, used his market muscle to catch up. Nine- 
tenlhs of the world's personal computers are already sold with his Win- 
dows software, so he decided to give away Internet Explorer free as part 
of the package. Explorer is a “browser" program, the gizmo you need to 
get on the Internet and find your way around. It is not as good as Netscape 
Navigator, but it works and it is free - so who is complaining? Well, con- 
sumers save money in the short term, just as they do when Rupert Mur- 
doch sells his newspapers at below cost price. But if competitors are driven 
out of business, then we all lose out in the end - as we have seen count- 
less times before, once a monopoly is established, prices rise to exploit it 

Now it looks as if the threat of legal action has forced Microsoft to of- 
fer concessions, but although American standards are much tougher on 
such anti-competitive practices than ours, we suspect they will still be too 
little, too late. The Competition Bill going through Parliament here is long 
overdue, but already out of date. On both sides of the Atlantic we need 
much faster responses to the likes of Gates and Murdoch. We need a “trust- 
buster” able to stop dodges like the free Explorer bundle as soon as they 
are spotted and then force dominant companies to prove they are acting 
in the public interest. 

Meanwhile, if you are on the Net, why not go to www.nntscope.com and 
download a copy of Navigator, which is now also free, and use that instead? 
Strike a small blow for consumer choice. 


20/COMMENT 





PRIESTLEY 


Labour’s union link 


LETTERS 


Testing times 


Sin Anne McEfroy is right to argue 
that New Labour has tittle time for 
the unions (Comment, 12 May). 
However, the concept that the 
Labour Party would be more de- 
mocratic wthout them is false. The 
union link needs to be democratised 
and modernised, but only anti- 
democratic forces have any interest 
in breaking the link. 

The Party’s internal democracy is 
already weakened by an uicreaang- 
fy arrogant and powerful centralised 
6 life, and the removal of the unions 
would only enhance the power of 
Mflftanfc If there is not to be a com- 
plete takeover by profesaonal politi- 
cians, with all the abuse of power 
implicit in that, then alternative 
sources of pressure and funding 
need to be available. This is the more 
so because the decline in union 
funding (which is in itself welcome) 
has been replaced by plutocratic 
funding. It is no accident that Bemie 
Ecclestone's cheque was replaced fay 
one from the owner of Planet Hol- 
lywood. 

TREVOR FISHER 
Stafford 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail: letters@independenLco.uk E-mail correspondents am 
asked to gfve a postal address. Letters may be edited for length anil clarity. 


ported idea, that trade union mem- 
bership should not be recognised un- 
less at least 40 per cent of the entire 
workforce votes for it, is an excellent 


Sir Anne McElvoy should focus on 
the real issues: the only time the 
union link is broken is in the columns 
of fashionable journalists. It does not 
register with the vast majority of or- 
dinary Labour Party members. 

Nor does it reflect the fact that 
without unions such as the AEEU 
(Amalgamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union), there would be no 
New Labour. When Labour was 
beading off towards political obliv- 
ion, unions worked to bring the par- 
ty back to reality. Throughout the 
I9£0s, the AEEU pushed for 
OMOV (one member, one vote), the 
expulsion of Militant and an end 40 
unilateralism. Unions have as much 
to gain from leaving Labour now as' 
we did when Labour was facing ex- 
tinction. We are one family and we're 
sticking together. 

KEN JACKSON 

General Secretary, Amalgamated ' 
Engineering and Electrical Union 
Bromley, Kent 


one. . 

Indeed, it is so compellingfy ex- 
cellent that I sun even now eagerly 
waiting for the Government to an- 
nounce that the same percentage is 
being applied to all referendum^ 
general ejections, by-elections, local 
elections! 'elections of MEPs, elec- 
tions to. the Scottish Parliament,. 
Welsh Assembly, Northern Ireland 
Council and anything else that may 
have slipped my mind at the mo- 
ment, so that unless a referendum 
proposal or candidate receives the 
approval of at least 40 per cent of 
ail registered voters, the vote is in- 
valid. 

In addition, no vote ia the House 
of Commons or the House of Lords 
should count unless passed by at least 
40 per cent of the entire member- 
ship of that House. I then expect the 
Government to declare that no busi- 
ness in either House can be con- 
ducted unless a quorum qf 40 per 
cent of the membership is present 
and each member shown to be at 
least 40 per cent awake. 

Logical conclusion demands no 
less. 

RALPH ESTLING 
tl minster, Somerset 


Paisley, the Orange Order, and the 
sectarian extremists of the Loyalist 
Volunteer Force. 

U foe Protestants vote against the 
agreement they will be voting with 
the republican extremists of the, 
Continuity IRA- 

Whatsorf of choices are these to 
put before decent, peaceful people? 

What kind of an “agreement” 
have li>ny Blair, Mo Mowlam, and 
Senator George Mitchell concocted? 
ANDREW BOYD 
Newtownabbey, Co Antrim 


den revolution is taking place that 
nobody voted for. 

NORMAN BAKER MP 
(Lewes, Lib Dem) 

House of Commons 
London Sm 

The writer is Liberal Democrat 
Genetic Engineering Spokesperson 


Genetic patents 


Ulster conundrum 


Sir: I think the Government’s re- 


Sin If the Protestants (Unionists) in 
Northern Ireland vote for the so- 
called Good Friday Agreement (hey 
will be voting with Sinn Fein, the 
IRA, and the SDLP. 

If the Catholics (nationalists and 
republicans) vote for the agreement 
they will be voting for the Ulster 
Unionist Party and for. the sectari- 
an extremists of thc-Ulster Defence 
Association and the Ulster Volunteer 
Force. 

If the Catholics vote against the 
agreement they will be voting with 


Sir. Recent moves by the European 
Parliament io adopt the fundamen- 
tally flawed Legal Protection of 
Biotechnological Inventions Direc- 
tive (report, 13 May) are worrying, 
to say the least 

This Directive blurs the tine fur- 
ther between what constitutes an in- 
vention and a discovery, at a time 
when ethical considerations should 
be at the forefront of decision- 
making. Sadly, it seems such consid- 
erations crane a distant second to the 
profiteering of industry. 

People have the right to be asked 
before samples are taken from their 
bodies and patented. Under this Di- 
rective, that right will not exist 

Genetic modification of animals 
is one of the fastest growing areas of 
animal experimentation in the UK. 
In 1996, over 300,000 procedures in- 
volving genetically manipulated an- 
imals were carried out - an increase 
of 525 per cent since 1 990. 

This Directive will give the go- 
ahead for yet more experiments to 
be carried out at an ever-increasing 
rate. How does thislie with Labour's 
pledge to reduce animal experi- 
ments? Yet again, we see strong talk 
but tittle action. 

- Now is the time to have a wide- 
ranging debate on genetic engi- 
neering before we make decisions we 
later regret At the moment, a hid- 


Sin James Mustoe, in his letter 
about “super-genes" (13 May) says 
that the female 61ite are the “pret- 
tiest giris”. whereas the male 61ite are 
the “cleverest boys". How long will 
it take for the message to get 
through? My wife, who is a clever 
woman, and I are losing hope... 
TIM BARRACLOUGH 
London SE13 


Sir: India has conducted under- 
ground weapon tests, and the Unit- 
ed States complains that “this runs 
counter to the effort the international 
community is making to promulgate 
a comprehensive ban on such 
testing". 

The United States’ objections 
would be more soundly based if it 
had not over the years supported Is- 
rael's nuclear weapons and itself re- 
cently .been developing new types of 
nuclear weapons that happen trot to 
need testing. 

Since the F96Gs, when the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty was being ne- 
gotiated, India has been quite 
consistent: either there is a general 
and comprehensive disarmament 
system - in which the United Slates 
and the other nuclear powers par- 
ticipate -or there is not There not 
ELIZABETH YOUNG 
London W2 
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Real nappies 


Double tunnel vision 


Sir Aai Harris (letter, 9 May) asks 
just how “dean" reusable nappies are. 

The “vile chemical" we use 10 
sanitise our reusables is that scourge 
of the environment vinegar ( as rec- 
ommended by the manufacturers). 
The “amazing temperature" we 
wash them at is 60 degrees and on 
average we do five half-loads every 
two weeks. If the weather is fine we 
hang them outside, otherwise they 
dry in the airing cupboard (we don’t 
have a tumble drier). Hardly an en- 
vironmental disaster. 

DAVID SHERXUFF 
Loughborough, Leicestershire 


Sir Before our son was born, near- 
ly seven years ago, 1 undertook a cost- 
benefit analysis of traditional versus 
disposable nappies. I costed two 
dosen good-quality towelling nappies, 
with two buckets, sanitising powder 
and washing costs for two years. This 
total equated to the cost of dispos- 
able nappies for 16 weeks. 1 would 
uq^ all mothers to consider using tra- 
ditional nappies for both environ- 
mental and economic reasons. 
HELEN WOOLLEY 
Sheffield 


Sin I read with interest Stephen 
Plowden's article (13 May) and his 
views on a high-speed rail link from 
St Pancras to the Channel ThnneL 

However I must point out that his. 
opening gambit that the road tunnel 
under the Channel is the “latest 
wheeze from Eurotunnel” is wholly 
inaccurate. 

Under the 1986 Concession 
Agreement, Eurotunnel is obliged to 
present plans to the British and 
French governments for a road tun- 
nel under the Channel. We shall ob- 
viously fulfil that obligation. 
SARAH KENDALL 
Director of Communications 
Eurotunnel 
Folkestone, Kent 


D01 
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Sin Stephen Plowden takes a typi- 
cally London-centred view. 

The tunnel links not London to 
Phns but Great Britain to Europe 
and should not be considered fin- 
ished until there are fast links from 

ail parts of Britain. I look forward 
to the day when Paris is not three 
hours from London but five from 
Newcastle, - 

JAMES MURPHY 
Consett, Co Durham 


An article about a programme about a book about Hemingway, papa of post-modernism 



MILES 

KINGTON 


I HAD TO go up to London the other day 
and who should r bump Into but my old 
friend Adrian \\kixtour-Streef? Adrian, as 
you may know, is the doyen of British PR. 

“What are you up to," I cried. 

“I?” said Adrian, steering me expertly 
into a passing coffee bouse. “I am in the 
business of buying you a coffee. Espres- 
so? Cappuccino? Latte?” 

“Latte isn’t coffee," I said. “It’s the Ital- 
ian word for milk." 

. “They are so behind the times in your 
part of the world," said Adrian. “You'll be 
telling roe next that post-modernism hasn't . 
reached you in the provinces yet." 

“I’m dot sure if it has or not," I said. 
“What exactly is it when it’s at home?" 

“Well, it’s the stage that culture reaches 
when it does more borrowing dan creating. 


other records. .. novels that revisit other nov- 
els... films which interpret one period in 


terms of another... lives of people which 
be biographies and mighi be novels..." 

“Was the film Time Bandits post- 
modernist then?" 

“I expect so," said Adrian, vaguely. 
“This new project of Michael Batin's is sort 
ofpost-modeniisL" 

“Palin?" I said. “Lord, what’s he up to 
now? Willting round the world diagonally?" 

“No, no - apparently he’s retracing 
Ernest Hemingway’s steps through Spain, . 
Qiba. Africa, everywhere. The point is that 
Michael Palin wrote a novel called Hem - . 
ingway's Owor, which was about a bkike who 
is obsessed with Hemingway. Now Palin is , 
makinga film mwhkh he himself isdbsessed 
with Hemingway. So the programme will 
pose lots of post-modernist questions. 
Like: is it about Palin or about Hemingway? 
Or is ft even about the character id Palin's 
book? Would Palin make a programme 
about as author who hadn't gone to such 


nice places? fa it about the real Ho ming - ' 
way or the mythical Hemingway? See?” 

“No." 

“Wdi, here's another example: The pro- 
gramme scries I'm working on at the mo- 
ment. which Tm presenting..." 

“Which YOU'RE presenting?" 

.is actually based on lots of other pro- 
grammes in a very post-modernist way," 
said Adrian, ignoringme as usual “I don't 
know if you ever saw Coast to Coast with 
Janet Street-Porter?" 

“Some ofit" I said. “'Wfesa't it all about' 
Janet Street-Porter bumping into some of 
her London friends who had been specially 
driven out into the country for the purpose?" 

“Exactly," said Adrian. “Now, this se- 
ries Fm making is all about MY encoun- 
ters with people making other 
programmes. As 1 journey across Britain 
I bump into Janet Street-Porter... I en- 
counter lb c Antiques Road Show and get 


something valued... I come round a cor- 
ner and there is Lucinda Larabton in- 
specting the last Georgian public loo in 
Rutland. . . Another comer, and there are 
parcus Howe and Peregrine Worsthome, ' 
being terribly interracial on their travels." 

“So your programme is a programme 
which is entirely made up of extracts from 
Other progr amm es?" 

"Yes. But it’s cleverer than that" 

“How?" 

“Because these bits have never ap- 
peared in the other programmes. Mv en- 
counter with Janet Slreel-Pbrler appears 
m MY programme but not in hem, ] set 

B VurfnpfriM 1 1 .1 » ^ 


My bead swam.. 

“And what are you going to call the unv 
gramme, or the series, rather?" ^ 

people know what that means?" 
No. So instead we’re Brim* M u 


- — . 

ihovv people - but not for the Antiques 
Road Show. Only for my programme. So 
aimough in a way my programme is ail off- 

cuts from other programmes, and couldn’t wboleiriL^T he M ™de up t 

exist without then existence, yet also what hie k f? ^ ^ IM* * leg-pull. Tft 

you see is peculiar to my programme." goo?id^ P thlIlkm S U ’ s actually qufa 


«X|_ A laai means?" 

“But is Michael Palin in it 
in iw necessariI y* But. was Hemingwai 

^o n ^rK oinsoui? ” j - d 
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Why I applaud the books 
of men who tell it like it is 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 


b f“ n ’ e U ' e new women". 

I read that in these very pages. Men 
are oppressed by -the eommg«EE£5. 

good, male bad”. If men have become 
die new women I better get some more of them. 
™ " u ? e 10 be done, the kids to be 

EES?- 1 " 1 an extra one to run a 
hot tath for me when I stumble in from the 
pubhavmg sexually harassed the barman. 

David Aaronovitch is upset tiaifeaxale jour- 
nalists such as myself have said nasty tim^ about 

men. He was referring to the remarks I made 
about Paul Johnson. Did I suggest that “aO men 
are wankers”? No. I w01 leave it for men to say 
that about themselves and what a good case they 
are making for such a gross generafisation. 

Recently I have read a number of books by 
men about men and I have enjoyed them im- 
mensely. Han if Kureishi’s Intimacy is a novel- 
la about a man leaving his children and 
partner for his younger mistress. Howard Ja- 
cobson s No Mon Mister Nice Guy is about a 
man in a mid-iife crisis ranting his way around 
Middle E ngl a n d and John Updike’s Toward the 
End of Time has a man confronting the wan- 
ing of his sexual power. All these books have 
been accused of misogyny, but I admire their 
brutal sexual honesty. 

Kureishi s intimacy has been controversial 
because it has been read as entirely autobio- 
graphical and therefore as a mean-spirited 
attack on the mother of his children. Yet apart 
from the fact that you cannot legislate the sub- 
jects that writers choose. Jay, the narrator of 
Intimacy, comes over as a pompo us, selfish and 
deluded man. While critics have noted his bitch- 
iness towards the woman he leaves- her crimes 
being that she is highly organised, reads cook- 
books in bed, is getting older, think s herself a 
feminist but is merely “bad-tempered” cries 
during a therapy session with a “fat, red, weep- 
ing face” - Kureishi is doing no more than doc- 
ument how it feels to fall oat of love with 
someone. 

His real subject, why men leave children, 
is surely immensely important and relevant. 
There is no point saying that “all men are bas- 
tards” if we do not know how it feds to kiss 
your children goodnight knowing that you wiO 
never live with diem again. Is Kureishi a misog- 
ynist simply because he is describing how an 
individual man feels about an individual 
woman? I think noL 

When Howard Jacobson and John Updike 
reduce their female characters to little more 
than a threatening but desirable, range of body 
parts, and yet spend their lives in pursuit of 
these parts, is that misogyny? Or Is it an in- 
sight into how some mat feel? At the end of 
Updike's novel, Ben Utmball has become im- 
potent and is wearing nappies but is st£Q dream- 
ing of the glory days Mien he could have three 
women in his lunch-hour, frank Ritz, who fan- 
cies hims elf as Rabelaisian is driven to under- 
age prostitutes to satisfy himself but eventually 


returns home to the woman be has left. 

Of course there may be sensitive flowers 
who do not want to believe that men behave 
this way and that, instead, they stay al home 
working through their relationships; but lei us 
deal with the real world. What certain men 
seem so upset about is that a woman might 
assume that they arc like other men. • 

Such men always reassure us with the in- 
formation that they really do like women, so 
may I reassure you all that I really find all male 
company totally thrilling but that will not stop 
my sense of injustice at the way the world is 
run. If it is “hatespeak” to generalise about an 
entire gender I plead guilty, yet I find myself 
living in a world of “hatespeak” towards 
women. It is called oommob sense, or having 
a laugh, or in better circles, irony. 

While I would agree with Aaronovitch that 
the future is female and we must worry about 
the sullen, disaffected male youth who are so 
lacking in self-esteem that they can only 
regress, I wonder what is to be done. For it 
seems as if there are two types of men in the 
world: middle-class ones with a nice line in self- 
deprecating humour and this other sad kind. 
Are these two types not related at all? 

It is not women who are disowning the mal- 
adaptive dinosaurs in our midst; it is also oth- 
er men who discuss them as if they were 
creatures from another planet Is this merely 
a question of class and education? - because 
if it is then we could easily teach our boys to 
be nicer. Lottery money could be poured into 
institutions that; promised to chum out m en 
who don’t mind doing child care. 

Obviousfy it’s not so easy to produce a more 
up-to-date and decent model of masculinity, 
so we have to look at what constitutes mas- 
culinity for men themselves. This is why I ap- 
plaud the works of men who tell it like it is. 
Such work stands aton^ide other equally mud- 


I 


Why men leave children 
is immensely important 
and relevant 


died but sweeter, more gentle versions of man- 
hood of the Nick Hornby variety. 

There is no new orthodoxy that women are 
good and men are bad. That is the old ortho- 
doxy. That is why women are supposed to have 
a dviljsmg effect on men. That is why women 
areleft bringing up the babies, because they are 
so ‘’good” they won't just walkout. That is why 
having ft all means doing it ah, because women 
find it difficult to be as “bad” as the men. That 
is why women do not make it to the top. be- 
cause they just don’t have the killer instinct 

No, I would prefer some honesty. We are 
all a mixture of good and had; it's just thai men’s 
badness is socially sanctioned! Nice guys 
might be offended by this, but I'm sure they 
can always find some won>-out women to con- 
sole them. 

Howard Jacobson has Hank Rite say at the 
end of his novel: “For two pins, if there were 
somewhere worth going, if there were some 
other war worth fighting, if this field of Wood 
were not the most transfixingfy inlerestingplace 
on earth, he’d be gone.” All is fair in love and 
war. In-order to fight the good fight we may 
have to acknowledge that nice guys aren’t as 
□joe as they think they are and nice girls nev- 
er got anywhere. 


While Robjn Cook fails to live up to his 
advance billing, look out for John Prescott 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 


THE Sandline affair is very far 
from being a first order crisis. 
Nor will it become one even if 
Peter Penfold, the British High 
Commissioner, turns out to 
have discussed military coups 
with President Kabbah and 
someone from a mercenary 
group in some fly-blown hotel 
bar in Conakry. But it shows a 
stubborn reluctance to lie 
down. 

Yesterday was not the For- 
eign Office’s finest hour. Ap- 
pearing before a Commons 
Select committee, Sir John 
Kerr, the Permanent Secre- . 
taiy, exonerated Robin Cook of 
knowing about the Customs 
and Excise investigation into 
Sandline before he says he did. 
He made a convincing, if mag- 
isterial, case for allowing com- 
petent officials to deal with 
breaches of UN sanctions with- 
out constantly referring them 
upwards to ministers before 
they have been investigated. 

And he then left a shadow 
of doubt over the future of the 
Minister of State, Tony Lloyd, 
by saying, firstly, that he 
thought a reference to the 
“rather routine" Customs and 
Excise investigation had been 
included in the official briefing 
pack given to him before an ad- 
journment debate on 12 March. 
And secondly, that Lloyd, and 
not Cook, bad been the minis , 
ter initially told in April of San- 
dline’s counter-allegations that 
FCO officials had been in ca- 
hoots with the company’s plans 
to restore President Kabbah by 
military force. 

• Ah this seemed perfectly co- 
herent. Until 4pm yesterday af- 
ternoon, when Sir John then 
announced that Mr Lloyd had, 
after all, not been told an 
12 March that there was a 
Customs and Excise investiga : 
tion. Which begs a question 
officials were last night unable - 
to answer, why on earth not? 

Nevertheless, the question 
of who knew what, when - 
which so obsessed Sir John’s in- 
quisitors -is in danger of over- 
shadowing some larger ones 
that seemed not to interest 
them at alL Had it, in retrospect. 



been so smart to draft a UN res- 
olution which made it as un- 
lawful to help the “good guys” 
(to use Tony Blair’s phrase) in 
Sierra Leone as to help the bad 
guys? What is the balance to 
strike between the need to lim- 
it the appalling flow of paper to 
mimsteis .in any big government 
department and the need to 
alert them to perils ahead. 

And while officials now turn 
out to be have been a good deal 
more reticent than they should 
have been, did Robin Cook re- 
ally have to mak e a drama out 
of a crisis by reacting at the out- 
set of the affair as if hot he, but 
possibly his department, could 
be embroiled in the sort of re- 
run of the Scott affair that this 
certainly wasn’t? 

Cook is probably the clever- 
est man in the Cabinet. His han- 
dling of complex EU negotia- 
tions has been pretty weD fault- 
less. His conduct of business in 
official meetings is decisive, 
brisk, and efficient. Sir John’s 
account yesterday of how Code, 
hungry for insights, cross ques- 
tioned him on a range of world 
issues fate into the night when 
they first met in Washington is 
wholly convincing. I have ft on 
the disinterested authority of 
the German ambassador to 
the EU that his chairmanship 
of the General Affairs council 
during the EU Presidency is ex- 
emplary. 

No less a predecessor than 
Lord Hurd refuses to condemn 
the trouble he got into in India 
and the Middle East, on the 
grounds that there but for the 
grace of God he might have 


gone tirmself. And. finally. Sir 
John’s belated “clarification” 
last night demonstrates that on 
at least one occason during the 
Sandline affair, officials were 
unnecessarify economical with 
the truth in their dealings with 
ministers. 

There is nevertheless a 
mounting sense, compounded 
by the harassment Cook faces 
over the business Britain does 
with the brutal regime in In- 
donesia, that not all is well in 
the department be is responsi- 
ble for running. - 

First there is his initial 
judgement in announcing, in a 
blaze of publicity, an ethical fbr- 


Prescott, who happens to be the 
other most prominent left- 
winger in the Cabinet. If you 
had asked man y politicians a 
year ago who would be in trou- 
ble at this stage of the Parlia- 
ment Prescott would have 
figured prominently in the an- 
swers. Unstable, liable to blow 
up, incapable of driving policy. 
George Brown without the 
drink problem, jpren, perhaps, 
in Attlee's chilling woids about 
a colleague “not up to ft.” 

It doesn’t look like that 
now. Indeed the closest paral- 
lel to Prescott’s role in the 
Government appears to be that 
of William Whitelaw under 




The Foreign Office is now the bed of 
nails the Home Office traditionally was 


eign policy. This is not to say 
cynically that he shouldn’t have 
pursued one; rather that should 
have not announced ft in ad- 
vance, all owing every subse- 
quent sale of arms,, every 
contact with a dubious regime ‘ 
to be judged against ft. 

Secondly relations between 
officials and ministers have 
been - at least temporarily - 
brought to a new low by an. af- 
fair that should never have 
been allowed to run out of 
control as it has. Suddenly the 
Foreign Office has become the 
bed of nails the Home Office 
traditionally was and now- so 
far - isn't. 

The stranger contrast, how- 
ever, is perhaps with John 


Margaret Thatcher. Trot, 
Whitelaw’s role was always am- 
biguous. His dilemma, as 
Prescott’s sometimes is, is how 
to convert his in dispensability 
into real influence. It was nev- 
er completely clear whether his 
main function was to restrain 
Margaret Thatcher’s worst ex- 
cesses ot to ensure that the non- 
Thatcherites in the party put up 
with them, on the principle that 
“if it's OK with Willie, it’s OK 
with us.” 

Some of this is apparent in 
the close attention paid by 
Prescott to the terms of the 
compromise all but agreed yes- 
terday on trade union recogni- 
tion. Prescott wasn’t the main 
player in . reaching that 


compromise; a good deal of it 
is owed to the DTT minister Ian 
McCartney and the highly de- 
veloped negotiating skills of 
John Monks, the general sec- 
retary of the TUG But Prescott 
effectively becomes its guar- 
antor. He has remained re- 
markably true to the principle 
he formulated during the 1994 
leadership contest: that he 
would disagree, if necessary, 
with his leader in private, but 
defend him in public. 

This doesn’t mean that 
everything in his department is 
perfect far from iL The part-pri- 
vatisation of the London Un- 
derground, for example, s a 
high-risk and possibly high-cost 
blend of old and New Labour. 
But Prescott shows every sign of 
being able to subordinate, per- 
haps more skillfully than some 
of his colleagues, his own ego to 
the interests of the Government 
collective. 

And he should get his reward 
next month with a Transport 
White Paper that contains, de- 
spite opposition in some other 
parts of government, his cher- 
ished policy of road pricing in 
urban areas, including London. 

Cook will .certainly not be 
moved in the next reshuffle; he 
remains one of the Cabinet’s big 
beasts. Moreover he has time, 
as Lord Hurd pointed out yes- 
terday, to rebuild the morale 
and coherence of his depart- 
ment. But there must be times 
when he looks across Whitehall 
to the office of the Deputy. 
Prime Minister and envies the 
smooth trajectory of John 
Prescott since May 1. 


Don’t just offer advice, Mr Cruickshank, do something useful 


William Hartston 

offers a practical 
way to squash the 
millennium bug 


HERE are two theories about 
ie mill e nnium bug: Theory 
ne - the Doomsday Scenario 
says that when computers 
ick over to the year 2000 the 
hole of the western economy 
01 collapse, planes will crash 
id lights will go out all over 
urope, but none of that will 
atter because well all be 
lied by the stray nuclear mis- 
les launched automatically 


from ex-Soviet millennium- 
non-compliant computers. 

Theory Two, however, says 
that all these scare stories are 
just part of the Millennium 
fam - a get-rich-quick con- 
spiracy of lawyers and computer 
consultants charging exorbi- 
tant fees to tell companies 
there’s nothing to worry about. 
(So far, the lawyers are doing 
best: more money has been in- 
vested in assessing the legal im- 
plications of millennial melt- 
down than in tackling tbe prob- 
lem itself.) 

Action 2000, the bug- 
busting arm of the Department 
of Hade and Industry, run by 
Don Cnrickshank, appears to 


Doomsday view: a huge disas- 
ter threatens, but it’s not too bie 
to do something about ft. But arc 


they doing the right things? 
Efforts have been concentrated 
in two principal directions: alert- 
ing the nation’s businesses to test 
their systems in good time; and 
the naming of . an army of 20,000 
- technicians to return to their of- 
fices &nd squash bugs. 

For large businesses, with 
purpose-built computer, sys- 
tems, such an individual 
approach is essential, yet in a 
country of four milli on small 
businesses the present mood of 
controlled panic is creating un- 
necessary work and confusion. 

It’s the single-PC companies 
who are being let down by our 
comp uler^welfare state. Every 
company that keeps its ac- 
counts on a standard off-the- 
peg spreadsheet, running on a 
popular computer make, has to 
find out for itself whether the 


tw> are millennium-compatible. . 
And if they are not, whether 
this will create significant 
problems. 

By now, sufficient tests have 
surely been done to collate 
enough information on a flop- 
py disk to give most small busi- 
nesses a simple method of 
diag nosing the areas in which 
they might face problems. Most 
of the hard work has already 
been done, yet every finn is hav- 
ing to repeat ft. The avoidance 
of such repetitive weak is exactly 
what computer technology does 
best 

If Action 2000 were to send 
every VAT- registered business 
such a diagnostic floppy disk, it 
could save the nation billions. 
Estimates of the effect of the 
mille nnium bug on the British 
economy range from an eco-. 


nomkr armageddon-azed loss of 
29 per cent of GDP, to a best- 
case scenario of 1 per cent of 
businesses going bust. That^s 
40,000 firms and around half a 
million added to the unem- 
ployment figures. 

Yet the remit of Action 
2000 froin the DTI prevents it 
from doing anything so usefuL 
It is there to train and inform, 
to aid the every-man-for- 
himself culture, rather than 
producing someth ing erf general 
use. Yet every business needs 
all the help it can get -not only 
to test its own systems, but to 
be reassured that suppliers and 
clients are not going to let it 
down.. ’ 

Of the £97m package an- 
nounced last month to tackle 
the mflleunhim h n^ a large pm- 

portion will be eaten up in the 


cost of performing repetitive di- 
agnostic tasks. One research 
project and four million flop- 
py disks would rave a lot of 
money. 

And even those costs could 
be cut drastically were the 
British and US governments to 
pass legislation making it 
mandatory for Microsoft and 
other leading software compa- 
nies to come clean on which of 
their programs are going to foul 
up on 1 January 2000. 

The way things are going, 
both our initial theories may be 
proved right: the computer 
consultants will become mil- 
lennium millionaires, then they 
will be killed off with the rest 
of us by the failure of some vi- 
tal system that went unchecked 
while they were coining their 
fortunes. 


Major blessing 

THE TABLOIDS were trying to 
track down John Major in Anierica 
y este rday for a quote about his son s 
engagement Pandora is happy to 
help- TMkmg 10 
a friend recent- 
ly about Emma 
Noble, his highly 
photogenic fu- 
ture daughter- 
in-law, the ex- 
Prime Minister 
said. “She’s even 
nicer- in the 
flesh." 

Street smart 

BERRY tothe rescotf On Thesd^ the 



final day of tbe Lord araacenorfs vis- 
it to Washington, he arrived at 
Georgetown DniversityJUw Center to 
discover that be was expecte d to give 
a speech. Lord Irvine of Lairg 
promptly improvised for 15 minutes, 
including the revelation that he and 
Mao Tse-tung were the oaly two hon- 
orary life members of die London 
School of ! Economics strident union. 

Afterwards, Deny met with a 
group of poor youths from fire BeH 
Multicultural School who belong to 
a “street taw* dub. Tbe dub was in 
danger of losing its funding from 
Washmgtou’s municipal school 
board, b at a representative of the 
board was present Aft er w atching the 
Lord ChanceHorspend an hoar "Tap- 
ping” with tire tough kids, tbe official 
went back to the office and demand- 
ed drat fending continue. 


PANDORA 

Horse opera 

THE.stan of the Royal Windsor 
Home Slow today must gjv^Mohamed 
AI ftyed a cold shudder. After 13 years 


show’s organisers ruthlessly dropped 
the Kmghisbridge store as sponsor in 
favouroftbeBondStreetjewdkisAs- 
prey.wbo had made a higher bid. “This 
was entirely a commercial decision," 
said SmonBrooks-Vfard. chairman of 
Windsor Equestrian Promotions. Per- 
haps, hut there’s no secret about the 
Royal revulsion towards Mr Fayed 
since the death of Princess Diana and 
fas remarks about an “Establishment 
cqnspirag”. 


• If s wdUmcwn that Mr Bayed trea- 
sured his annual pboto-opportimity 
with lbe Queen at Windsor. Last year 
he hosted^ lavish Saturday lunch in 
the Harrods tent where his late son 
Dodi was in sparkling form at one 
table, telling amusing but fond anec- 
dotes about his father. How different 
things are this May for the grieving 
Egyptian. 

On the other hand, Asprey 5 ® own- 
er, Prince Jefri Bolltiah, the Sultan of 
Brunei's brother and no stranger to 
.controversy himself, cannot be both- 
ered to fill Mr Fayed’s old seat in the 
Windsor Royal Box tomorrow. Or to 
have his photo taken with the Queen. 
He's no t expected back in Britain un- 
til June when his polo team takes on 
Prince Charles’s in a match at 
Cirencester. But that’s a private affair, 
not a commercial decision. 


Nerd flick 

MIGR0SOFTS Bffl Gatesfacfcs marc 
than just a potentially disastrous 
federal anti-trust action. Hollywood 
is now on his case. Michael TMkm, 
author offte novel upon which Robot 
ABjnarf s gqrf hm g satire about the film 
industry, The Player, ; was based, has 
foamed op with Sydney Pollack and 
Paramount to produce a film that 
-sends up the $28bn man. 

According to the Web’s Drudge Re- 
port, To&m has >miH, ‘•’We wanted to 
make a movie about the most fasci- 
nating person in our cnftme right dots 
and we wanted to ask the question 
does snytodj need SZQbnT^Tbt 
answer is obvious to Pandora. With 
$20bn, if the prospect of being lam- 
pooned makes yon cross, yon can al- 
ways buy the movie studio. 


Help protect our birds , wildlife and countryside 

ENJOY 3 



OUR wonderful birdHfe and counbyside 
need protecting. Help by joining the RSPB, 
and using the form below you'll get all 
these superb benefits too: 

* Your first 3 wwnrtm memb ership 
ABSOLUTELY FREE. 

FREE entry to over 120 beautiful 
RSFB nature reserves throughout five UK. 
• Birds, the RSPB's award- winning 104 
page colour magazine 4 times a year. 

And when you join, you know you're 
to protect our beautiful natural heritage 
for genaations to come. 



Poet To: RSPBrfREEPOSX, Sandy, Beds SG19 2BA. 
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Bert Gough 


“NO BAIRNS in Fife will have 
empty bellies." In the most 
fraught days of the 1984 miners’ 
strike, these eight words rever- 
berated round not only the 
coalfields, the innumerable, 
mushrooming mining support 
groups, but up and down the 
land. The words were those of 
Bert Gough, Convenor of Fife 
Regional Council from 1978 to ' 
1996, a longer span than anyone 
else has bad recently at the head 
of a major local authority. 

South of Hadrian’s Will - or 
at least south of the Wash ~ peo- 
ple, Downing Street insiders, 
pundits, all express themselves 
perplexed that the Scots should 
be so disaffected and disdain- 
ful of New Labour. Fart of the 
explanation lies in the wide- 
spread belief that there is a heck 
of a lot that is estimate in Old 
Labour. The life - “career” 
would be a misplaced word -of 
Bert Gough is an epitome of 
old, possibly ancient Labour 
with many concomitant virtues. 

Gough was a man of power 
in the Kingdom of Fife for four 
decades. Until his pit dosed and 
he became a Co-Operative In- 
surance agent he would very 
likely for the first three decades 
come to a meeting straight 
from a hard night-shift at the 
Wellesley pit His Old Labour 
quality was enshrined in pas- 
sionate beliefs. “Down the pit 
we did not take money to die 
disadvantage of our feflow men. 
That is also the way that Fife 
Council will work.” He led a 
council and a region which, 
despite an overwhelming one- 
poity, Labour majority for many 
years, was never tainted with 
sleaze or impropriety. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer, was one 
of Gough's political sons. 
Brown recalls affectionately, 
“Bert had a Unique way of 
speaking - for example he 
would say,. Inasmuch' as I am 
the convenor of Fife Regional 
Council we will treat the elderiy 
and the disabled as royally as 
we can’ ** - which meant that 
he pioneered free travel for 
those within entitlement to 
concessionary feres. 

Gough vehemently believed 
that the elderly should not be 
cooped up in their homes. And 
be was the driving force behind - 
the first introduction in Britain 1 ' 
of free concessionary travel for 
senior citizens. The present 
Chancellor admires Gough not 
only for his pioneering ideas but 
also that for 20 years he sustained 
them by. in die most difficult cir- 
cumstances, renegotiating free 
travel with the bus companies. 

At my last lunch with him in 
his headquarters at Glenrothes 
he pointedly asked me, “Does 
New Labour believe that we 
should be air brother’s keeper?" 

I ducked that one and went off 
at a tangent. With a twinkle in 
his eye, which could be steely, 
he efireedy remarked, “Gome on, 
Tkm, you changed the subject.” 

He was enormously shrewd 
and when John Markland, the 
council’s current Chief Execu- 
tive, asked Gough what he 
made of the Shadow Employ- 
ment Secretary, Ibny Blair MP, 
on a visit to Fife in the early 
1990s he got the laconic answer, 
“That boy Blair wifl be Prime 
Minister one day!” 

Born in Fast Wemyss in 
1924, Bert Gough went to the 
village school, left on his 14th 
birthday and was down the 



Gough, centre, with Mick McGahey, left, and Arthur Scargfll at a miners' rally at Lochgetiy, Fife, in 1981 


Wellesley pit in neighbouring 
Budchaven the neat morning. 

His father was active in the 
NUM branch and in his late 
teens Gough was given trade 
unkm and labour Party respon- 
sibilities. Unlike most of his con- 
temporaries in Fife he resisted 
the attractions of the Moflat 
brothers, Willie Gallacberahd 
the C ommon is t Party. 

In 19S6, Gough was elected 
to the Buckhaven and Metfail 
Tbwn Council, a conspicuously 
talented local authority having 


amongst its members John 
McArthur, David Pitxidfootand 
Andrew Goodwfllie. In innu- 
merable elections over the next 
40 years defeat was unknown to 
him; he won them all, because, 
in the words of Lord Ewing (the 
former MP Harry Ewing), every- 
body recognised his worth. 

. I first met Gough in 1966 
when he had just become the 
youngest Provost ever of Buck- 
haven and Methii and' was 
among a local authority delega- 
tion to Westminster. No one ar- 


gued the case for educational 
spending more eloquently and 
he it was in the council who gave 
the financial backing to Dovgbs 
McIntosh in creating half a 
dozen technical colleges in Fife. 

As Henry McLeish, now 
Minister of State at the Scottish 
Office, puts it, Gough, with his 
supportive wife Margaret, 
championed the cause of Fife’s 
remaining as a Kingdom during 
local government reform in 
the 1970s, and acted as a 
wonderful ambassador for Fife. 


The late Hamish Dunlop, 
the former Chief Executive, 
apprehensive about the force of 
Convenor Gough's crunching 
handshake, entreated him at a 
royal visit in 1982 to press the 
Queen’s hand gently. He did. 

Tam Dalyelt 


Robert Gough, coakidncr and pofith 
don: bom East Wemyss, Ffe I Au- 
gust 1924; Convenor, fife Regional 
Council 1978-96; CBE 1990; mar- 
ried 1945 Margaret Arnett (two sons); 
died Kirkcaldy, fife U May 1998. 


Sebastian Poulter 


SEBASTIAN POULTER was 
the leading British academic in 
the field of the law relating to 
ethnic minority customs. This 
followed naturally from his ear- 
ly work on the legal system of 
Lesotho. 

Appointed to a lectureship 
in law at Southampton in 1972, 
he rose steadily op the acade- 
mic ladder to a senior lecture- 
ship in 1981 and a readership in 
1989. At the time of his death, 
he was on the verge of being 
awarded a personal chair. His 
substantial list of publications 
during this period included 
Fcmufy Law and Litigation in Ba- 
sotho Society (1976), English 
Law and Ethnic Minority Cus- 
toms (1986), Asian Traditions 



Poulter: pathbreaking 

and English Law (1990) and, 
shortly before bis death. Eth- 
nicity, Law, and Human Rights: 
the English experience (1998). 
This last book demonstrat- 


Hermann Lenz 


HERMANN LENZ explained 
in an interview in 1978 that for 
him literature was a possibility 
of finding himself. He also 
worked on the principle, “You 
can only know your own truth 
and not one valid for all." De- 
spite this existentialist stand- 
point, be was celebrated towards 
the end of his life as a ebro ai- 
der of German life and times. 

Bora in Stuttgart, Baden- 
Wurttemberg, in 1913 into a 
middle-class family, Lenz stud- 
ied art history, archaeology, 
German and theology in Tubin- 
gen, Heidelberg and Munich. 
Brought up in an extreme na- 


tionalist home, he said later he 
could not understand his fa- 
ther’s passion. He did not, how- 
ever, attempt to contra dici him. 
He welcomed the restoration of 
German unity in 1990 but in a 
quiet way. 

Lenz saw action .in the in- 
fantry in the Second World 
War serving in France and on 
the Eastern front, experiences 
that subsequently influenced 
bis work. He returned to his 
“beloved” Stuttgart in 1946, 
where he married. 

He had started writing be- 
fore the war, publishing sever- 
al short stories and poems. He 


ed his perceptive ability to 
analyse particular social prob- 
lems in their legal context, to 
bring to them a creative and crit- 
ical insight and to give legal the- 
ory a practical application; The 
book, a, testament to his life’s 
work, explores the policies and 
principles which should govern 
legal responses to ethnic di- 
versity in contemporary Britain. 

Poulter’s recognised pre- 
eminence in the field led to his • 
co-autbonsbipaf QteRqxrt efthe 
Rurmymede Commission on Is- 
lamophdbia (1997) and to work' 
advising the Commission for 
Racial Equality on the legal as- 
pects of religious discrimination. 

He had a conventional 
middle-class upbringing in post- 


war Britain, being educated at. 
the Dragon School, Oxford, 
Repton and Trinity College, 
Oxford. The seeds far his filture 
career were sown in his “year 
outf as a VSO secondary school 
teacher in Swaziland in 1960. 
The southern African connec- 
tion was renewed with his ap- 
pointment in 3967 as lecturer 
(later senior lecturerj.in law at 
the University of Botswana, 
Lesotho and Swaziland. His 
early publications on Lesotho’s 
legal structure were recognised 
as pathbreaJdng work. 

He returned to Lesotho in 
1977 for a two-year secondment 
as Professor and Head of De- 
partment. His reputation for 
fairness and impartiality led to 


the onerous and in his words 
“fearful" task of chairing the 
Government Pardons Com- 
mittee advising on the exercise 
of the prerogative of merry. 

Seba^ianRialter was the em- 
bodiment of the e®eatial link be- 
tween teaching and research In 
a top-class university,; As well as 
his specialist course in the law re^ 
lating to ethnic minority customs, 
he fashioned a distinctive fam- 
ily law course at Southampton. 
His 1979 article in the Modem 
Law Review on the definition of 
marriage in English law re- 
mains a seminal piece. He was 
an extraordinarily dedicated 
teacher who invariably scored 
very highly on course evaluation 
questionnaires. 


At Southampton he served 
for eight years as Undergradu- 
ate Admissions Thtor and co- 
authored the department’s two 
internal reviews. Most signifi- 
cantly, he was one of the archi- 
tects of the Law Faculty’s success 
in the 1996 Research Assessment 
Exercise when it achieved the 
recognition of a Grade 5 
ranking for research excellence. 

David Jackson 
and Nick Wiketey 


Sebastian Murray Pouter, legal 
sdiokm bom Abingdtn Berkshire G 
August 1942; Lecturer in Law, 
Southampton University 1972-81, Se- 
nior Lecturer 1981-89, Reader 1989- 
98; /named 1972 Jane Bonvin; died 
3 April 1998. 


broke militaiy regulations by 
writing during his wartime ser- 
vice. His first post-war work was 
Das stille Haas (“The Quiet 
House"), published in 1947. In 
1949 Das doppelte Gesicfu 
(“The Double Fhre”) appeared. 
In the first, the outer demonic 
world of hatred, destruction 
and insanity is contrasted with 
the order of the inner world. 
Both novels display a dreamlike 
quality in response to the world 
and its problems. 

These earfy works seemed to 
put Lenz on the road to success 
with other writers of his gener- 
ation like Heinrich B61L But be 


was to be disappointed. His lit- 
erary activities did not enable 
him to support himself and 
he worked from 1953 to 1971 
as secretary of the South 
German writers’ association. 

Despite this existence as a 
functionary he did not see him- 
self as a political animal, nor as 
a political writer like Boll. 
Gunter Grass, Hans Werner 
Richter or his namesake. Sieg- 
fried Lenz, with whom he is oc- 
casionally confused. He got 
neither the publicity nor the lit- 
erary acclaim they received in 
the 3950s and 1960s. He con- 
tinued writing and in 1959 Der 


russische Regenbogen (“The 
Russian Rainbow”) was praised 
for its penetrating psychologi- 
cal insets and lyrical language. 

In 1962 Lenz seemed to 
break new ground with Spiegel- 
h&ue (“Mirror Cottage") with 
its elements of “magical real- 
ism". These contributed later on 
to his introspective observations 
of the decaying middle dass. 
However, it was in the 1970s that 
be first achieved overwhelming 
success: for his Schw&bische 
Chronik (“Swabian Chronicle”) 
featuring an aher ego, the fic- 
tional writer Eugen Rapp. 

He defended this ploy as giv- 


ing him greater freedom to 
write about himself. Rapp first 
appeared wAbandoned Room 
in 1966 and survived nine vol- 
umes, the last of which, Freunde 
(“Friends"), appeared last year. 
These books brought Lenz 
feme as a “chronicler of our cen- 
tury" and liferaiy prizes fol- 
lowed He won recognition 
abroad and was translated into 
Spanish, French and Italian - 
but not yet English. 

David Childs 


Hermann Lenz, writer: bom 
Stuttgart 26 February 1913; married; 
(Bed Munich a May 1998 


Godfrey Kenton 




GODFREY KENTON^, 

his last appearance on the scagF 

ai play, at the Kng 
Theatre in Islington, on 21 tto- 
veimber 1994, at the agp 
Hisdebuttaadbemf*"®? 
Theatre Royal,' Brighton, on 15 

May 1922, so that this 

of the British stage contributed 

to it an astonishing 72 
service. It was appropriate 
hfe final appearance was as a 
messenger of Cod, becaus* 

an his life he was blessed with 
one of the finest and most 
(listinctivtfvbices of his tnne. 

Originally intended for a 
career in the Church, he duty 
Studied for at theological col- 
lege. However, the lure of the 
theatre was too strong ana l 
doubt that Ik ever regretted his 
decision. Despite a career that 
had as many lows as highs in it, 
he must 'have been outstand- 
ingly handsome in his youth, for 
be maintained his good looks al- 
most to the end of his life - at 

* ' i. nA L. eml 


in fine fettle and looked at 
least 25 years younger. 

After a period of study at 
Rada, and the usual round of 
smaller parts, he joined Lena 
AshweU’s company for two 
years as leading juvenile- He was 
with the Stratford-upon-Avon 
Festival company for two sea- 
sons in 1925 and 1926 playing 
second juvenile leads 7 these 
were still the days when actors 
were engaged to play a recog- 
nised “line" of parts, so that if 
As You Like Is was in the reper- 
tory, you knew that, as second 
juvenile, you would be playing 
Silvias and not Orlando. 

Shakespeare, in fact, be- 
came the central passion of 
Kenton’s professional life, and 
it would seem from his listings 
is Who's Who in the Theatre that 
he rarely turned down an op- 
portunity to appear in any of the 
plays. It is worth noting that to 
have a specific career as a 
Shakespearean actor is not an 
option in the English theatre of 
the 1990s. 

He appeared at the Old Vic 
in 2930 as Malcolm to John 
Gielgud’s Macbeth and as Fen- 
ton hr The Merry Wives of Wind- 
sor. He was Orsioi in Twelfth 
Night at the gala opening of the 
rebuilt Sadler’s Wells, and was 
therefore the first actor to 
speak in tbe new theatre. But, 
only two years later, the inse- 
curities of the actor’s life forced 
him to accept the small part of 
Poiris in Henry IV' part I with 
George Robey as FalstafE, at His 
Majesty’s. In between these 



Kenton: Shakespearean 


London appearances, he did 
seasons with the Birmin gham 
and Northampton repertory 
companies and two Malvern 
Festivals, where the new plays of 
George Bernard .Shaw were 
tried out. He appeared in the 
world premiere of Shaw’s The 
Simpleton of the Unexpected isles 
and as Tbm Wrench in Arthur 
Pinero’s Trelawnyofthe 
A notable appearance was in 


, h . oremierc of Rodney A±-V 
^d^Oberon, Edgar 

di. Ayrton's Lear. f dLae ^ 
m *e Hamlet of Ins content 

“^Donald 

This became, ufter tfaeSeoi^ 
Worlds, Wolfit’s mostad-, 
mired role, and Renton always 
maintained that 
touching & ta2s 

“business" were copied by 

Wolfit from Ayrton’s great per- 
formance. Never and, the 
point is Wolfit most certainty , 

made them all his own. Kenton ^ 

was in a particularly good po- 
sition to judge this, ashe later t 
played Edmund to Wiffit s own 
King Lear. 

Two months after fbe war 
started in 1939, Keniop played 
Brutus in a well-received mod- 
em dress production of Julius 
Caesar at the Embassy and His 
Majesty’s. The Stratford season 
of 19W saw him as Romeo, 
Mark Antony and Orsino, after 
which he joined the BBC for ihe 

duration of the war. He joined 

the Donald Wolfit Shakespeare 

company as the war was ending 

and toured all over the country. 

Even Wblfit's sympathetic bi- 
ographer, Ronald Harwood, 
likened the atmosphere in the 
company to that of a concen- 
tration camp, but, according to 
Kenton, he was more or less left 
to get on with it, and he soon 
accustomed himself to the ; 
Stygian gloom allotted to the 
supporting company by the 
actor-manager. It was, at least. 
Shakespeare. . 

He much enjoyed a trip to 
New York to appear with 
Robert Moriey in Edward, My 
Son in 1948 - this was his sec- 
ond visit as he had made his 
debut on Broadway in 3938, as 
Alan, the sensitive son, in J-B. 
Priestley’s Time and the Con- 
ways. Shortly after his return, he 
joined the BBC Drama Reper- 
tory Company, and devoted 
much of the latter part of his ca- 
reer to broadcasting - he was 
still appearing occasionally in 
radio plays well into his nineties. 

He was on the “Rep” for . 
three two-year periods, plus 
three years with the BBC 
Schools “Rep”. He also did a 
great deal of freelance broad- 
casting between his periods of 
full employment, and returned 
to the theatre whenever op- 
portunities allowed. He played 
Solanio in The Merchant of 
Venice at the Haymarket in 
196?with Ralph Richardson, ai- . 
ways one of Iris favourite actors, ’ 
asShyiock. 

But'it was his voice that be- 
came his fortune, and he must 
have appeared in literally hun- 
dreds of raftiio plays/ It was a 
beautiful voice with a vexy dis- 
tinctive gravity in its tone, and 
his use of it was masterly. 1 don’t 
believe that I ever heard (or 
saw) him give an unconsidered 
or undistinguished perfor- 
mance. He took his work far too 
seriously for that. 

Godfrey Kenton was,, in 
truth, a model professional ac- 
tor. I can thirds; of no higher 
praise. 

Richard Bebb 


Godfrey WURam Kenton, actor 
bom London D April 1902; married 
first V rierme Bemett (marriage dis- 
solved), second Mary Wltitfiek) 
(two sons; marriage cBssobed), third 
Ann Bnadhurst (one son, one 
daughter, marriage dissolved); died 
London 7J April 1998. 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

HENDERSON: On Monday II May, 
(o Susan Payne and William Hen- 
derson. a son. James R alph , at St 
George's. Tooting. 

DEATHS 

SAUNDERS: Basil, on 10 May 1998, 
at Edcnhalt Marie Curie Centre. 
Beloved husband of the hue Betty 
Saunders, loved aad missed by sons 
Bill and Eddy, daughters Kate, 
Louisa, Etta and Charlotte, and 


Funeral. 18 May, 3pm, St Mary 
Brookfield, Dartmouth Park Rood, 
London NW5. Enquiries 0171-485 
4671 

Thames- Died at Whlton Hospital on 
11 May 1998, a«d 72, after a long Al- 
ness. Funeral Service tube held at Si 
Mary's Church, Walton -on-Urames, 
oo21Mayatfotn.BiffilyfiowciSi»{y 
Sol ttaoatkms if desired to Christian 
Aid c/o F.W. Chiny & Co, 26 Brassey 
House. New Zealand Avenue. 
MdiotHm-Thames. 01932 254255. 


Birthdays 

Sir James BaddOey. biochemist, 80; 
Sir WiOiam Batty, former chairman. 
Ford Motor Co, 85; Mr David 
Boston, former Director, Horninutn 
Museum, 67; Dame Eugenia 
Charles, former prime minister of 
Dominica, 79; Mr Ted Dexter, for- 
mer England cricket captain, 63; Mr 

Brian Ena, rock musician and com- 
poser, 50; The Hera Sir David Core- 
Booth, ambassador to India, 55; Mr 
Richard Hough, author, 76; Mr John 
L&ochbezy, conductor and ballet 
composer, 75; Miss Barbara Lott, 
actress, 78; Mr Mike Oldfield, rock 
singer and guitarist, 45; Professor 
Philip Reynolds, former Vice- 
Chancellor, Lancaster University, 
78; Mr Anthony Shaffer, playwright, 
72; Mr fttcr Shaffer, playwright, 72; 
Mr Peter Smith, High Commjsaon- 
er to Lesotho, 56; Mr Neil Stacey, 
actor, 57; Mr Ralph St e ad m a n , car- 
toouisL 62; Professor Sir Eric Stroud, 
paediatrician, 74; Sir Darid Hippier, 
former government minister, 52. 


Anniversaries 
Births Lyman Frank Baum, author 
Of The Wizard ofOz, 1856; Frank 
Hornby, inventor of ‘‘Meccano’'. 
1863; Edwin Muir, poet and transla- 


tor, 1887; James Mason, amor, 1909. 
Death* Edmund Kean, actor, 1833; 
Emfly Elizabeth' Dickinson, poet. 
1 886; Joseph Whitaker, publisher and 
founder of Whitaker's Almanack, 1895; 
Rita Hayworth (Margarita Carmen 
CansmoX actress, 1987. On this day; 
tbe Ashmotean Museum was found- 
ed, 1679; the world's first air hostess, 
Ellen Church, flew in a Boeing BOA 
from Oakland, California to Chey- 
enne, Wyoming. 1930; a British nu- 
clear bomb was exploded at 
Christmas Island, in the central pa- 
cific. 1957. Today is the Feast Day of 
Sains Berths and Rupert, St Dytn- 
phna, St Grrcbenras, St Hallvanl, St 
Hilary of Galea ta, St Isaias of Rds- 
top, St Isidore of Chios, St Isidore the 
Farmer, St Peter of Lampsacus and 
St Torquatos and his Companions. 


Synagogue .services 

Details of synagogue sendees to be 


begins in London at 8.32pm. 

Unfari Sytmms MM -343 «W. Fed- 
eration c* Syragofura: (HSf-ttZ 2263. 
Union of Lftj-ral and Pragpeat h w Syno- 
. fogoetWl-SM MO.iMonnS)nHBB 0 W 
oTGrakcBritaiBlMl JW 473L^a<M>and 
PortugotM Jews GuiigiagMfon. Offl-IH 

Z£l3. London (Kasortf): 

em-xu mm. 
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Computer offences could be extradition crimes 


Re AHhon; Regina v Bow 
Street Magistrates’ Court, ex 
parte AlUson; Queen's Bench 
Divisional Court (Lord Justice 
Kennedy and Mr Justice Blofeld) 

13 May W8 

IN THE CASE of a request for 
extradition made by the Gov- 
eromejttaf tbe United States, of- 
fences contrary to scctraos 2 and 
3 of the Computer Misuse Act 
1990 were extradition crimes. 

The Divisional Court dis- 
missed applications for habeas 
corpus by Adeuiyi Allison, and 
for judicial review by the US 
government and tbe Director 
of Public Prosecutions, both ap- 
plications having been made in 
connection with extradition 
proceedings. 

The applicant had been ar- 
rested auhe request of the US 
government pursuant to a pro- 
visional warrant in respect of 
three offences of conspiracy 
which also involved a woman 


named Joan Ojomo. a credit 
analyst employed by American 
Express at their office in 
Plantation, Florida. 

The magistrate decided to 
commit the applicant only on 
the third of those offences. 

The US government and 
the Director of Public Prose- 
cutions sought judicial review 
of the magistrate’s decision 
not to commit on the first two 
offences, and the applicant, by 
proceedings for habeas corpus, 
sought to set aside the com- 
mittal on the third offence, and 
another committal on unrelat- 
ed offences connected with the 
State of Mainland. 

Clare Montgomery QC and Helen 


pRcam; Janus Laris (Crown Prasw- 
uoon Service) Jar die DhvckrofftMc 
Prosecutions mi rite US goimwwni. 

Lord justice Kennedy said 
that the case for the US gov- 
ernment was that Joan Ojorno, 


as a credit card analyst, was au- 
thorised to access computer 
records and had supplied ac- 
count information to her co- 
co aspirators which had enabled 
them to obtain a personal iden- 
tification number from Amer- 
ican Express, encode a credit 
card, and draw large sums of 
money from automatic teller 
machines. 

The applicant contended, 6 i- 
ter alia, that the three Florida 
offences alleged contraven- 
tions of ss 2 and 3 of the Com- 
puter Misuse Aa 1990, and that 
in the case of a request for ex- 
tradition made by the US gov- 
erament such contraventions 
were not extradition crimes. 

Section 1(3) of the Extra- 
dition Act 1989 made dear that 
where an Order in Council un- 
der section 2 of the Extradition 
Act 1870 was in force in rela- 
tion to a foreign state, which 
was agreed to be the position 
in relation to the United States, 


’schedule 1 to the 1989 Act 
should have effect in relation to 
that State “subject to the limi- 
tation^ restrictions, conditions, 
exceptions and qualifications, if 
any, contained in the Order”. 

Having regard to the word- 
ing of the 1989 Act it was only 
^accessary, to determine whether 
offeaass contrary to sections 2 

and 3 of the Computer Misuse 
Act 1990 were extradition 
crimes, to look at schedule 1 to 

the Act 1989 and the relevant 
Order in Council, Le. the Unit- 
ed States of America (Extra- 
dition) Order 1976, which gave 

effect to the 1972 bilateral Ex- cunu « 

tradition Treaty. Article 3 (i W w ? ^ l3CCeSs . todat a<rftin 
the Treaty pr™'dedT l ) °* aotwfth 

act oromisHan the funtnFn^u. u a j . tJ *» u ™t8uGn Sh< 

had obtained, her access to i 
was not ^authorised access’ 
as defined by section 37(53 n 
the 1990 Act, and the applicant 

**** O’Hanlon, Barrista 


fences contrary to the Com-' 
puier Misuse Act 1990, but 
there was an amendment in 
section 15 of the 1990 Act 
which extended the Order to 
include any offences under 
sections 2 or 3 or any conspir- 
aaes to commit such offences 

Although the 3990 Act could 
not amend the 1972 Treaty it 
made use of the Thsat/s ref- 
erence to “any other offence" 

SeoSS. th#pro,id0 “" < 

The magistrate had, how- 



mews QI much c&s- 

offence within any of the 
descriptions listed in U*. Sedate 

other offence ... 3 OT 

The schedule did not con- 
tom any express reference toof- 
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Chancellor seeks to tackle Britain 


•< i/.- 


By Michael Harrison 
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” ?“S n il ® rown md,caI «i that mccmives for 
Sir e5 ? <a,U skills ^'opmem pro- 

grammes and increased support for entre- 
preneurs were all on the agenda. 


Treasury and Department of Tbade 
and Industry officials fatter said that a range 
of measures to build on the corporate tax 
reforms set out in the last Budget were un- 
der examination. - 

The initiative follows a report to the 
Government from the US management 
consultants McKinsey showing that as 
well as lagging far behind American pro- 
ductivity standards, Britain was also at least 
20 per cent behind Germany. 

The report identifies Britain's inferior 
level of capital investment as ooe.of the 
causes of its poor record on labour pro- 


ductivity against competitor nations, in- 
cluding even the French, where indu&ty 
is saddled with high social costs of em- 
ployment. 

Mr Brown and his offidals strongly con- 
tested suggestions that introducing a 
national minimum wage would hamper the 
drive to improve competitiveness, point- 
ing out that the US had had a minimum 
wage for many years. 

But one of the authors of the report. 
Bill Lewis of the McKinsey Global Insti- 
tute, pointed out that the US minimum 
wage was set at about half the level of those 


in Germany and France and affected few 
employers because wages had risen so 
strongly. 

Hie McKinsey analysts shows that in 
some sectors, such as the car industry, 
the UK’s labour productivity is half that 
of the Japanese and 20 per cent below 
the US. In the service sector, the pro- 
ductivity of the UK’s hotel indukry is half 
that of the US while in telecoms the gap 
is 45 per cent. 

The seminar was attended by Plead- 
ing UK businessmen, including Lord 
Simpson, managing director of GEC, 


John Browne, chief executive of BP, Sir 
Ian Ptossct, chairman of Bass, and Tfeity 
Leahy, chief executive of Tfesco. Mr Brown 
told them that to achieve tbe higber pro*, 
ductivfty on which growth, employment 
and living standards depended would re- 
quire “a new national economic pur- 
pose'’. 

Margaret Beckett, President of the 
Board of Hude, who co-hosted the semi- 
nar, said that the McKinsey study echoed 
the finding* of her own competitiveness 
unit and pledged that the Government 
would have a role to play in encouraging’ 


investment and training and improving 
competition policy. 

A series of 10 farther seminars wfll take 
pfore miramd the country this year, covering 
sectors such as m a n u f acturing, food re- 
tailing and software, while the Government 
intends to publish a competitiveness White 
Paper in the autumn. 

According to McKinsey, *e labour pn> 
ductivity gap with France and Germany is 
partly explained by the fact that these two 
countries have fewer people in employment 
working fewer hours. 

Outlook, page 25 
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Klein and 
t Microsoft 
in II th hour 
peace talks 


prepares to back off First blood 


By David Usbome 

in New York 



<*» •*»**'* 




MICROSOFT the American 
computer giant headed by the 
multi-billionaire Bill Gates, 
scrambled yesterday to fend off 
a potentially crippling anti- 
W trust action agains t it by the 
United Stales government, by 
engaging in dramatic 1 1th- 
hour negotiations in Washing- 
ton for a possible out-of-court 
settlement 

News of the talks surfaced 
just one hour before a sched- 
uled press conference at which 
the Justice Department’s fair 
competition tsar, Joel Klein, 
had been set to outline his ac- 
tion against Microsoft. The at- 
torneys general of three US 
states who, with about 16 oth- 
er states, have also been threat- 
ening to file -suits against the 
company. had been expected to ‘ 
join Mr Klein. 

i Microsoft, meanwhile, said ' 

it was delaying until Monday 
the first shipments of its new 
Windows 98 operating plat- 
form to persona! computer 

^ manufacturers. It bad planned 
to release the software today. 

_ Sources said Microsoft bad 
come forward with “major con- 
cessions”. If they prove insuf- 
ficient, however, Mr Klein and 
the attorneys general may yet 
forge ahead with the lawsuits 
that could be as far-reaching as 
the forcible break-up of the old 
AT&T in 1984 and Standard 
Oil in 1911. 

The remarkable all-out as- 
sault on Microsoft, arguably the 
most revered but also the most 
feared of American enterpris- 
es, stems from a deepening con- 
viction in US government that 
the company has abused its 



Joel Kirin' and BUI Gates, whose corporation could yet be crippled by the determination of the head of the antitrust tfivfsion of the Justice Department 


near-monopoly position in the 
personal computer market il- 
legally to trample its rivals and 
to deny consumers any realis- 
tic choices on how their ma- 
chines function. 

Hie suits were said to in- 
clude a call on the courts to 
block the shipment of Windows 
98 unless Microsoft agreed to 
a series of restrictions on the 
software's contents and the 
agreements Microsoft had 
been expecting to reach with 
the manufacturers who will in- 
stall it in new computers. 

The precise scope of the ac- 
tion that now threatens Mi- 
crosoft is not fully known. The 
extraordinary spectacle of Mi- 
crosoft scrambling to settle 
suggested the conditions bring 
presented to the company were 
for from minor. Lawyers for Mr 


Gates were expected to con- 
tinue the talks in Wishington 
this morning. 

At the extreme, the suits 
could demand the actual break- 
up of Microsoft into disparate 
companies. It could, for in- 
stance, be divided into two busi- 
nesses, one making operating 
systems and the other deliver- 
ing products for the Internet 
Such draconian medicine has 
only been successfully adminis- 
tered twice before -in the cas- 
es of Standard Oil and AT&T 
An attempt in the early Eight- 
ies to dismantle IBM foiled 

At a minimum , both Mr 
Klein and the 19-odd states are 
thought to be demanding that 
Microsoft strip from Windows 
98 any automatic function giv- 
ing users access to the World 
Wide Web via Microsoft’s own 


browser, the Internet Explor- 
er. The so-called “bundling” of 
the browser into Windows has 
been at the heart of the Justice 
Department's tug-of-war with 
Microsoft, which dales back to 
the launch of Windows 95. 

Among the perceived vic- 
tims of Microsoft’s virtual hege- 
mony is Netscape 
Communications, which pio- 
neered the browser device with 
its Netscape Navigator. 
Netscape's once-mighty share 
of the browser market has 
slumped since Microsoft inte- 
grated the Explorer into Win- 
dows 95. . 

But Mr Klein is thought also 
to be targeting the licensing 
agreements granted by Mi- 
crosoft to the myriad PC man- 
ufacturers. He may, for 
example, be seeking an end to 


a condition that the Windows 
menu, which instantly offers 
such functions as the Explorer, 
must be the first thing that ap- 
pears on the screen when their 
PC's are powered up by users. 

If those agreements are 
loosened companies snch as 
Compaq or Dell could cus- 
tomise their products to display 
alternative start-up menus of- 
fering functions produced by 
other software makers, such as 
the Netscape Navigator. 

At the core of the Justice 
Department’s action is the fear 
that with the Internet Explor- 
er, Microsoft will for ever be 
able to control the gateway to 
a new and potentially mono- 
lithic business in all kinds of on- 
line transacting. Already, 
consumers are beginning to 
use the Internet to buy books, 


What they could do to Microsoft 
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to the US 


trust-buster 


By Andrew Marshall ’ 

in V&shmgton 


cars, holidays and make stock 
investments. The scope is only 
just beginning to be under- 
stood. 

There remains some doubt 
as to whether the Justice De- 
partment bas the legal case to 
win any wide-ranging action 
against Microsoft in the courts. 
It would have to prove not just 
that Microsoft has achieved a 
near-monopoly but that it has 
been acting illegally to protect 
and expand it- Until yesterday, 
Microsoft had been defiant, ar- 
guing that the government had 
no right to force it to rip any- 
thing from its platform. Mi- 
crosoft indicated, however, that 
it was stiff hoping to get the new 
software into shops as it has 
previously planned by 25 June. 

Leader; page 20 
Outlook, page 25 


IF YOU want to believe the 
rhetoric, Joel Klein is all that 
stands between America and a 
vast wave of mega-mergers that 
will turn the country into one big 
corporation. As head of the an- 
titrust division of the US De- 
partment of Justice, Mr Idem 
spearheads the nation's compe- 
tition policy. He is the griding 
intelligence behind the cam- 
paign to loosen Microsoft’s hold 
on the Internet browser market 

The Microsoft case itself is 
important enough. But Amer- 
ica is currently convulsed by a 
wave of huge corporate tie-ups, 
prompting the White House to 
set up a special team to inves- 
tigate and appraise the trend. 
The case against Bill Gates 
seems to be not just a blow for 
change in the booming com- 
puter software market, but per- 
haps a straw in die wind for 
soHfrihmgmfcch bigger. After 
decades of laissez-faire regu- 
lation, is America returning to 
its older trust-busting ways? 

Rhetoric is certainly not Mr 
Klein’s speciality. He is regard- 
ed within the legal business as 
onfe of the sharpest minds 
around, but fow see him as a cru- 
sader. He is described by those 
who know him as a pragmatist, 
and though he has known Bill 
Clinton for many years, few see 
him in party terms. 

Born and raised in the 
Bronx, Mr Klein, 51, is a prod- 
uct of the £lite Harvard Law 
School. After working as a 
derk in the Supreme Court - 
a hig hly sought post for young 
lawyers - he founded his own 
law firm, before fate brought 
him to the White House. The 
suicide of Deputy White House 
counsel Vince Foster in 1993 
took him straight into the legal 
maelstrom that surrounds Pres- 
ident Clinton, advising the First 
Couple on the Whitewater af- 
fair as well as coaching Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg for her 
Supreme Court confirmation 
bearing. 

Some are critical, seeing 
him as a publicity-seeker. “If 
you want to understand him, 
don’t look at him in ideologi- 
cal terms,'’ says one Washing- 
ton lawyer. “Look in pure ego 
terms." Some fellow lawyers 
see him as a highly political 
player, who is not unaware of 
the gains to his department and 
his career from the Microsoft 
case. It is fair to say, though, 
that ego is hardly a rare com- 
modity in Washington; and no 
one questions Klein’s assiduity 
and intelligence. “He is very 
analytical, very thoughtful, and 
very highly though of,” 


says another lawyer. 

When he was up for confir- 
mation by the Senate last year, 

there was widespread suspicion 
that he was a man who would 
accommodate himself to big 
business. The Microsoft case 
has changed that impression. 
Suddenly, the campaign against 
monopoly seems to be on the 
'march again. 

Antitrust has played a vital 
role in shaping modern Amer- 
ica, from the destruction of the 
trusts at the beginning of the 
century through to the attacks 
on IBM and AT&T that helped 
to define the modem telecom- 
munications and computer in- 
dustries. The anti-monopoly 
Sherman Act, under which Mr 
Klein is acting, was passed 105 
years ago, part of a wave of pop- 
ulist reaction against the rapid 
industrialisation after the Civ- 
il Wax. But it was not until the 
arrival of Thurman Arnold, 
one of Mr Klein’s most distin- 
! guisbed predecessors, in the 
1940s, that it really took off. 
Acting with like- minded judges, 
Mr Arnold turned it into a pow- 
erful tool to break up monop- 
olies, stop price -fixing and 
prevent agreements that were 
in restraint of trade. 

But from the late 1970s, 
there was cooling-off It was no 
longer fashionable to regard an- 
titrust as a tool of social poli- 
cy. Instead, more concern was 
paid to global competition, to 
the gains that might be re- 
alised through mergers and ac- 
quisitions, and to free markets. 

But despite the latest burst 
of activism, there is little sign 
that either Mr Klein or the Jus- 
tice Department are going back 
in time. They are frying to 
work out new approaches, 
lawyers say. “You’re seeing a lot 
more use of empirical evi- 
dence, econometric modelling, 
and economic analysis.” said 
one lawyer. There is more of a 
focus on the possible efficien- 
cy gains from competition, and 
Mr Klein (whose first college 
degree was in economics) has 
embraced and advanced this. 

The Justice Department is 
also frying to work out how to 
cope with triple challenges: a 
vast increase in the amount of 
merger and acquisition activi- 
ty, an increase in cross-border 
activity which requires working 
with authorities in other coun- 
tries and a surge in high-tech- 
nology cases. Mr Klein has 
indicated his interest in updat- 
ing laws that were designed for 
use in traditional industries 
such as steel and oD to the in- 
formation age. Nothing could 
be more important in that con- 
text than the World-Wide Web, 
and the software to access ft. 
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Banks ready 


to pull out 


of Indonesia 


By Stephen Vines in Hong Kong 
and Lea Patterson in London 


FOREIGN books and broking com- 
panies yesterday began to shut down 
operations and pulling out staff from 
Indonesia as tbe rioting escalated. 

ABN Amro bas shut down its 600- 
strong Indonesian operations, and 
Deutsche Bank has temporarily dosed 
its two branches in the region. John 
Ellis, senior vice president at 
BankAmerica, said: “The panic but- 
tons were hit this morning.” The US 
bank has begun to evacuate staff 
from Indonesia. 

An ABN Amro spokesperson said 
evacuation was an option for the 
Dutch bank, one of the largest foreign 
banks in the region. “We will do what- 
ever we feel is necessary to protect our 
staff, 1 ' he said The bank was moni- 
toring developments “minute-by- 
minute". 

Staff were reportedly sent home ear- 
ly from both Merrill Lynch and 
Bangkok Bank. HSBC, Standard Char- 
tered and ING Barings said they hoped 
to open for business today, but were 
keeping the situation under review. 

A spokesman for one of the foreign 
banks said: “I understand staff were 
watching cars burning from the bank's 
window." Another said: “We’ve ad- 
vised our staff not to travel and some 
have started moving their families out 
of the country." 

The banks said their primary con- 
cern was for the safety of their staff, 
Most were unwilling to discuss their 
contingency plans, saying that could 
endanger their employees. 

Both BankAmerica and Standard 
Chartered are understood to have 
around 500 staff hi the region. ENG 
Barings bas about 160. 

Other foreign companies are be- 
lieved to be preparing evacuation 
plans. 

Meanwhile, the financial markets 
virtually ground to a halt yesterday but 
not before the local currency suffered 


yet another 10 per cent sell-off, re- 
sulting in its value felling by 25 per cent 
since the latest round of trouble be- 
gan on Thesday. 

Many local broking houses closed 
for business, followed by banks and oth- 
er financial institutions. Some brokers 
stopped taking orders because of fears 
that they would never be settled. 

A spokesman for Credit Lyonnais 
Securities said the situation was be- 
ing reviewed on an “hour-by-hour" ba- 
sis. Ethnic Chinese, who have borne 
the brunt of the looting and burnin g, 
are disproportionately represented 
in the finance industry. For that rea- 
son many employees left to be with 
their families. Micael Lhn, the trea- 
surer at Standard Chartered Bank in 
Jakarta, was quoted as saying, “1 
can't find my wife. I am very de- 


pressed." 

The house of Uem Sioe Liong, In- 
donesia’s most prominent Chinese 
businessman, was looted and burned 
yesterday. Mr Uem controls the Sal- 
im group and has a 40 per cent share 
in the regional conglomerate First Pa- 
cific. 

Meanwhile shares in companies 
sueb as the Humpass group and Bia- 
mantara Citra, controlled by members 
of President Suharto's family, saw 
their prices plunge by as much as 25 
per cent 

The Jakarta Past reported Tanri 
Abeng, the state enterprise minister, 
as saying thaf foreign have with- 

drawn from two privatisation projects 
in ljght of the current situation. That 
cast doubt on 12 other projects high 
on the list of requirements laid down 
by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in return for Indonesia's $43bn 
(£24bn) bailout. 

Earlier in the week Indonesia in- 
dicated that even that amount was in- 
sufficient Gtnandjar Kartasasmita, fee 
economic co-ordi na tin g minister, said: 
“We’U definitely need more." Nego- 
tiations with creditors over the nation’s 
$80bn private sector foreign debt are 



Seagram in talks on 
stake in Poly Gram 
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Fund glory for Soros 
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Big rise in BAA traffic 


PASSENGER traffic at the seven airports run by BAA, tfrsair 

mrtntWvrisA for more than two years of 73 per cenL .. 


airports in Apru, wiu* - - 

monthly rise for more than two years of 73 per cent. 

Warning hits llion shares 


SHARES in the information technology company Dion Group 
slumped by 76p, or 40 per cent, to U85p after *m** a prof- 
it warning. “Following difficult trading conditions m the UK dur- 
ing tbe first four months of 1998 , it does not expect to meet market 

profit expectations for 1998," it said. The company sarins trade 
in March has been in line with budget but after that it has been 
“exceptionally disappointing” in the UK. 


Bluebird Toys offer raised 


GUINNESS PEAT Group yesterday raised its offer for Bluebird 
Tbys to 116p a share, valuing tbe company at £4&2m. GPG, the 
investment company chaired by New Zealander Ron Brieriey.had 
said in March it was considering its position over Bluebird alter 
US toy company Mattel trumped its bid with an agreed lllp per 
share offer. Mattel's offer valued Bluebird at JE4Gm and compares 
with GFG's original lOlp hostile bid. 


Storms cost insurers £7m 


A car blazes outside a bank in Jakarta yesterday, where the financial centre has been disrupted Reuters 


INDEPENDENT Insurance Group said yesterday that storms 
in January and tbe floods during Easter would result in an over- 
all estimated net loss of £7m. It said several areas of its opera- 
tion had produced a significant increase level of new business and 
its commercial accounts continued to perform well. The market 
welcomed the overall trading update, marking Independent In- 
surance's shares up 60p at 1775p. 


still under way but making little 
progress. A meeting in Frankfurt on 
26 May will see if further repayment 
extensions can be agreed. 

Although the troubles in Indone- 
sia sent shares prices down In other 
parts of the region earlier in the 
week, there was little response yes- 


terday although the Singapore mar- 
ket, which has the closest connections 
with Indonesia, fell by 23 per cent. 

Nevertheless the situation in In- 
donesia is adding to a general gloom 
which refuses to lift from Asian 
markets. "Most of the markets are go- 


and January," said Hong Kong based 
Peter Ghurchouse of Morgan Stanley, 
which is advising clients to be “un- 
derweight in equities right now". 

Russell Jones, ofLefaman Brothers in 
Hong Koog, said: “It’s a very negative en- 
vhomnent The momentum s likely to 


Sales up 8.5% at WM stores 


ing to revmt the kw points of February remain .downward for same time. 


WILLIAM Morrison Supermarkets said trading was “entirely 
satisfactory" with sales 832 per cent higher than last year. In- . 
clnding a like-for-like contribution of 33 per cent Ken Morri- 
son, chairman, said the chain has “once again seen record sales 
and profit growth" and has extended its development programme 
with plans to open seven superstores during 1999, creating up 
to 2,400 jobs. 


£7m take-off for First link opens in Warm winter knocks 
former footballer telecoms network £ 92 m off BG profits 


By Michael Harrison 


A FORMER amateur foot- 
baller who helped launch an 
airline with an aircraft bor- 
rowed from a German 
rausuem will be £7m richer 
when the business floats on tbe 
stock market next month. 

Teny Uddiard, who played 
cenLre-balf for Head ing ton 
United FC (tbe forerunnerof 
Oxford United) in the old 
Southern League, will have a 
stake of around 7 per cent in 
British Regional Airlines, 
which is expected to be valued 
at £2 00m. 

Mr Uddiard, chief execu- 
tive, and 1,450 staff at British 
Regional Airlines will own 
about 10 per cent of the busi- 
ness in tataL The current own- 
er of the group, the British 
Midland chairman Sir Michael 
Bishop, is reducing his bolding 
from 90 per cent to just under 
30 per cent through an insti- 
tutional placing. 

The flotation will raise 
about £25m of new money. 


enabling British Regional Air- 
lines to expand its operations 
rapidly with a fleet of Embraer 
145 jets. 

The group operates 86 
routes under the Manx Airlines 
brand and as a franchisee of 
British Airways, and carried 23 
million passengers las! year. Mr 
Liddiard joined Manx as a 
founder director in 1982 when 
the airline was relaunched 
with just three aircraft, in- 
cluding a Vlckere Viscount 
and a turboprop Fokker F27 
on loan from a German tnu- 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


THE FIGHT for dominance io 
tbe European telecom market 
intensified as Esprit Ifelecom, 
the Reading-based operator, 
opened a new high-speed link 
between Paris and London. 

The link, which is the first 
part of a network which will Es- 
prit hopes eventually stretch 
across most of Europe, demon- 
strates the growing demand 
for cross-border telecom ser- 


seum. 

It is already BA’s biggest 
franchisee and the flotation is 
expected to see a further 
strengthening of its links with 
BA with British Regional Air- . 
lines taking over more BA 
services from Manchester and 
Southampton. 

The group made pre-tax 
profits' of £3.8m on skies of 
£165m last year but analysts 
are pencilling in profits of 
more than £5m for the current 


vices. 

Graham Halls, Esprit’s UK 
managi n g director, pointed out 
that business telecom users are 
increasingly demanding tele- 
com networks which link seam- 
lessly across national borders. 
However, national operators 
such as British Telecom find it 
hard to offer these services. 

“Previously if 1 wanted to 
buy a telephone circuit I’d 
have to buy half a circuit from 
BT and got to France Telecom 
to provide the pther hall" he 
said, adding that Esprit's strat- 


egy was to consider Europe as 
a single market 

Esprit now plans to build 
other loops stretching through 
Belgium, tbe Netherlands, 
France, Germany and Spain. 
They should be ready for 
launch next year. 

The London-Paris link em- 
ploys tbe latest “setf-healing” fi- 
bre-optic technology. This 
allows Esprit to offer a range 
of services including high-speed 
data transmission and video 
conferencing at substantially 
cheaper rates than are cur- 
rently on offer. 

Some analysts expressed 
concern that Esprit had not ac- 
tually laid its own cable. Instead, 
the company pieced the link to- 
gether by buying bits of cable 
from other operators such as 
Racai Telecom and the French 
motorway operator. It then 
uses advanced computer sys- 
tems to operate the network. 

However, Esprit insists that 
building its own network would 
have delayed the group’s entry 
into the market, giving other 


operators a chance to jump in. 
“If we had laid our own cable 
it would have added taken 18 
months longer to get it ready," 
said Jim Reynolds, chief oper- 
ating officer. 

Esprit's move demonstrates 
the opportunities in continen- 
tal Europe for fast-moving tele- 
com operators. Yesterday Colt 
Telecom, the CJS-fended group 
which is building local net- 
works in major European dries, 
reported a 34 per cent increase 
in first-quarter revenues. 

Colt, which already has a lo- 
cal network inthe Gty of Lon- 
don, plans to build high-speed 
fibre-optic ‘Tings’’ in 12 Euro- 
pean business centres. It is in 
talks to buy a network in Am- 
sterdam from Telecom Noord 
West, a subsidiary of a local 
electricity company, for £41m. 

Shares in Colt yesterday 
surged 2573p to 1940p as Mor- 
gan Stanley, the stockbroker, is- 
sued an upbeat 
recommendation. In the past 
year, the shares have soared 
from less than 300p. 


By Michael Harrison 


THE unseasonably warm 
weather in the first quarter 
melted a £92m hole in profits 
at the gas pipeline operator BG 
as customers switched off the 
central heating in response to 
rising temperatures. 

BG, which was split off 
from the British Gas trading 
arm Centrica a year ago, said 
operating profits dipped by 6 
per cent to £552m in the Jan- 
uary-March period. 

Transco, its pipeline arm, 
also felt the effects of the 13 per. 
cent price cut imposed by the 
regulator Ofgas the previous 
autumn. This sliced £140m 
from profits but BG said the re- 
duction was partially offset by 
a £45m fall in depreciation 
charges and £57m of cost 
savings. 

Staff levels at ’fransco fell by 
432 to IS.452 at the end of 
March. Overall Tran sco's 
operating profits fell by £62m 
to £465 m. 


However - , BG’s exploration 
and production business made 
a strong contribution, posting 
a 57 per cent increase in oper- 
ating profits to £63m on the 
back of a 48 per cent rise in pro- 
duction volumes. 

Despite a near 20 per cent 
fall in oil and gas prices on the 
previous year, operating profit 
per barrel was up by 6 per cent 


as BG’s drive to cut production 
costs began to pay dividends. 

The warm weather in Feb- 
ruaty, when temperatures rose 
into the mid 60s Fahrenheit, 
took its toll on domestic gas con- 
sumption. But the actual volume 
of gas transported during the 
quarter was the same as 1997 be- 
cause of tbe increased demand 
from large industrial users. 
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Trustbusters pose biggest test yet for Microsoft 



OUTLOOK 


ON THE DANGERS 
FACING BILL GATES. 
IMPROVING 
BRITAIN'S 

COMPETITIVENESS. 
AND THE MORE 
TAKEOVER BATTLE 


HIGH DRAMA as Bill Gales and his le- 
gal U*am flew lo Washington DC in an at- 
icmpi in head off with concessions whal 
wus being billed as die biggest trust bust- 
ing case in lhe US since ihe breakup of 
AT & T. Is ii loo late for that now, or can 
Mr Gates still hope to wriggle out of the 
US Justice Department's clutches? 

Whatever the answer. Mr Gates must 
be acutely aware of the dangers of taking 
on US regulators. IBM was tied up for 19 
years in an antitrust suit that came close 
to destroying the company. Rather than 
concentrating on the marketplace. IBM 
was instead forced to waste huge amounts 
of money on legal fees and the case be- 
came an all consuming passion for man- 
agement. In the end. the Justice 
department admitted it had no case but 
it was by then a pyrric victory. In the mean- 
time Apple and others had crept up be- 
hind and stolen its future. 

Bill Gates, bead and founder of Mi- 
crosoft, has eamt and deserves much of 
the wealth, praise and admiration heaped 
on him by the success of his company. But 
like all monopolists, he has been arrogant 
and careless with his future in resisting the 
very real concerns of the market and his 
would be competitors. It is often said that 
the Microsoft monopoly is somehow dif- 
ferent from a II monopolies (hat have gone 
before, that it was created by the market 
and that there is therefore no Jaw capa- 
ble of or justified in attacking it. 

And certainly in some respects the com- 
puter operating system on which it is based 
doesn't behave like traditional monopolies. 
Normally monopolists use their domi- 
nant position to restict output, stifle in- 


novation and competition, and raise prices. 
In today's software Jndusuy, the reverse is 
occurring. Output is rising, prices are 
falling, and new entrants are continually 
entering tbe market place. Given this be- 
nign backdrop, how can the US government 
turn on its most successful company? 

Well, this is a new industry, isn’t it. but 
don’t believe it has entirely changed the 
usual rules of commerce. What Mr Gates 
and his company does is not so very dif- 
ferent from whal the old robber barons 
of the oil rail and telephone and steel in- 
dustries used to do. The initial monopoly' 

of ibe operating system may have been cre- 
ated by the market but it has since been 
ruthlessly exploited to stifle and inhibit 
those forced to pass through its gateway. 
By behaving like this, Microsoft has laid 
itself open to a terrible fate perhaps not 
dissimilar to that which befell IBM. 

The flip side of 
high productivity 

THER IS one veiy simple way for the Gov- 
ernment to bridge Britain’s productivity 
gap with the rest of the advanced indus- 
trialised world. Introduce a national min- 
imum wage that throws millions out of 
work, get the same ICvel of output from 
fewer people and watch the rise in pro- 
ductivity go clean off the scale. 

This, of course, was not the kind of dis- 
cussion that Gordon Brown encouraged 
over croissants and coffee with the bevy of 
businessmen hauled into Downing Street 
yesterday morning to hear his plans for dos- 
ing our yawning and rather alarming gap 


in competitiveness with the US. Nor should 
it have been. The Germans and Rendi have 
discovered that tbe flip side of higher pro- 
ductivity based on fewer people working 
fewer hours lends to be longer dole queues 
and higher social employment costs. 

This makes it a nil -sum game quite 
apart from demonstrating bow dangerous 
it is to diagnose a country’s economic ills 
solely on indices of output per capita. 

The clever chaps from McKinsey, 
hired to provide some intellectual back- 
bone to the Chancellor's campaign, tell 
us that French food retailers are 25 per 
cem more productive than Tesco. What 
they are really telling us is that the 
French spend more on food in bigger out- 
lets which proves precisely nothing. 

Fortunately there is more to McKzn- 
sey's analysis than that. Their report also 
demonstrates the ineluctable link be- 
tween lew levels of capital investment and 
low labour productivity. This cannot be 
explained away by structural differences 
between the UK and other economies. 
Given the same tax regime, labour force, 
supply base and customers, Japanese 
transplant factories in the US and UK 
achieve productivity levels on a par with 
those back home and way above what in- 
digenous manufacturers can achieve. 

That, in turn, begs the question of tbe 
best way to bridge the productivity gap. The 
glib solution is to reach for fiscal incentives 
and support programmes to encourage 
more investment and raise the skills base. 

But the lesson from the Japanese car 
transplants is that improved productivity 
comes from tbe spur of greater competi- 
tion. Nissan and Toyota have forced Ford 


and General Motors to raise their game 
in their home markets. Mr Brown would 
do wen to bear that in mind should he be 
tempted to stymy competition in partic- 
ular markets, starting with energy. 

French farce 
at Decaux 

IT WAS surely Roger Parry disguised as 
Jean-Clande Decaux who flew a party of 
journalists to Decaux’s headquarters just 
outside Baris on Wednesday. Unfortu- 
nately, the pretence wasn’t as effective as 
it should have been, for once there, the 
chief executive of More Group gave him- 
, self away by camping up his performance 
of the French outdoor advertising tycoon 
to an absurd degree. 

Come off it Mr Parry, we’re not that 
gullible you know. M. Decaux would 
never have said those things. You surely 
didn't expect us to fall for it did you? Cer- 
tainly he looked the part, with all that gal- 
lic waving of the arms, but he gave 
himself away in what he said. 

Mr Parry's bravura performance on the 
lawn outside Decaux’s Plaisir headquar- 
ters needs some explaining. Decaux is one 
of France’s leading outdoor advertising 
companies and it is bidding for its British 
rival More Group. Mr Party, who heads 
More Group, doesn’t much like the idea 
of being taken over by his arch French ri- 
val and he's trying to get the takeover re- 
ferred to the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, oitly he's not allowed to say 
that because he's already recommended 
a lower offer from Gear Channel of the 


US. Shareholders would get awfully angry 
if they thought their chief executive was 
trying to deprive them of a higher offer. 

It was thus that a dastardly plan came 
to be hatched. Mr Parry would get the 
French to admit publicly that their bid was 
fundamentally anti-competitive and mo- 
nopolistic in intention and the Office of 
Fair Trading would thus be persuaded to 
refer iu But nobody believed he would go 
this far. On his way to meet the journal- 
ists, M, Decaux was kidnapped and Mr 
Parry put in his place. Once properly dis- 
guised, Mr Parry set to wort It didn’t mat- 
ter if there was less competition in Europe 
as a result of this bid, he told incredulous 
hacks. The main thing is to keep the Amer- 
icans out, because otherwise they’ll make 
things very difficult in the market place 
for European companies like Decaux. 

The real giveaway, however, came 
when he claimed that a monopoly could 
be positive for smaller cities and that tbe 
problem with politicians was that they were 
not far sighted enough to realise this. This 
was surety taking tbe joke too far. But there 
was worse. He then went on to say that De- 
caux could afford to pay so much for More 
Group because it was “answerable to no 
one". If that hasn’t persuaded the Office 
of Fair Trading, which yesterday passed its 
advice on the matter to Margaret Beck- 
ett, President of the Board of Bade, noth- 
ing will. Unless a very narrow definition 
of whal constitutes a competitive market 
is adopted by officials at the OFT it still 
looks, on balance, as if Decaux will escape 
reference. Mr Parry ought to be congrat- 
ulated. nonetheless, on a splendid last ditch 
attempt to change everyone's mind. 
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WHC share 
sale under 
investigation 


By Andrew Yates 


er knocks 




J p? 
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THE Stock Exchange is un- 
derstood to be investigating 
share dealings by Philip East- 
erman. the finance director of 
Westminster Health Care 
l WHCl who quit today. 

Shares in the retirement 
home group rumbled 66 -5p to 
339p yesterday after it warned 
profits would fall well below 
City expectations. The profit 
warning, wiped £A4m off the val- 
& of WHC. The announce- 
ment comes just weeks after Mr 
Easterman raised £79.200 by 
selling 20.000 shares at 396p 
each. He made an extra £1 1,400 
from the S3le compared with 
the price be would have got if 
the sold the shares after the 
profit wanting. According lo 
sources close to tbe company, 
he sold shores without obtain- 
ing authorisation from senior 
directors. 

Mr Easterman has resigned 
from the group with immediate 
effect. He is to receive a pay off 
of £100,000. equivalent lo a 
year’s salary. 

WHC has unveiled a cata- 
logue of problems which will 
dent current year profits. Mr 
Easterman is understood to 
be at fault for delaying in- 
forming the board of tbe full ex- 
tent of the problems. 

“He could have told the 
board sooner." said one indus- 


try source. 

He is being replaced by 
Stephen Purse, a senior audit 


partner at KPMG, the char- 
tered accountants. 

WHC said profits for the six 
months to May would fall be- 
low the £8.4m the group made 
in the first half of its financial 
year. Its main problem has 
been the performance' of two 
secure homes designed to 
house mentally ill patients. The 
□umber of patients at these 
units in Newbury and Milton 
Keynes has fallen well below ex- 
pectations. 

The group has also had 
teething problems at Libra, the 
psychiatric business it pur- 
chased last autumn. City ob- 
servers believe that Mr 
Easterman would have been in 
a position to be aware of these 
impending problems. Pat 
Carter, chief executive of WHC 
confirmed that the decision lo 
part with Mr Easterman was 
taken in the last few weeks. 

Mr Carter said: “Some 
months ago we decided we 
needed to upgrade the job (of 
finance director). The recent 
events confirmed we were right 
to do so.” 

The company is believed to 
have informed the Stock Ex- 
change of Mr Easterman’s 
share dealings- Another indus- 
try source said: “Mr Easrerman 
has been made to look like a 
blithering idiot. The company 
is hopping mad that it failed to 
recognise a problem which 
happened it t heir own back- 
yard.” 

Investment column, page 27 



Decaux's bid for More is cleared it would control over 90 per cent of the UK market 

German bidder joins 
the battle for More 

By Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Editor 


A FOURTH player has been 
drawn into the increasingly 
acrimonious bid battle for 
More Group, the outdoor ad- 
vertising company, as the saga 
moves into its foal stages. 

It emerged yesterday that 
Wall a German supplier of 
street furniture, has written to 
local authorities in London in an 
attempt to exploit the confusion 
over More Group’s position. 

Decaux, the French group, 
is awaiting clearance from the 
competition authorities for its 
£47 5m cash offer for More. 
Margaret Beckett, the Trade 
and Industry Secretary, is due 


to rule on the offer next week. 

If successful, tbe bid, which 
trumped an earlier £425m offer 
by Gear Channel Communica- 
tions, tbe US giant, would give 
Decaux more than 90 per cent 
of the UK market for street fur- 
niture such as bus shelters, street 
toQets and wastepaper baskets. 

However, Gear Channel 
denied a suggestion it had lined 
up Wall as an alternative target 
if it loses the fight with Decaux 
Mark Mays, a ear Gunnel’s 
president, said: u We have talked 
to everybody, but we hare made 
no overtures about buying their 
businesses." Nobody at WhlJ 
could be reached for comment. 
Wall’s letter, which is signed 


by Hans Wall, the company’s 
founder, and dated 28 April, 
was explains out the company's 
product range. It sings tbe 
praises of Will's Gty Tbilet, 
which it claims has “broadened 
the prospects of disabled per- 
sons for easier access to, and 
participation in, public life". 

The letter continues: “All 
other Wail products might also 
help London to better meet the 
needs of its citizens.” It con- 
cludes by offering to set up a 
demonstration in London. 

Meanwhile, Decaux yester- 
day confirmed it had hired 
GJW, tbe lobbying firm, to ar- 
gue its cause in Westminster. 

Outlook, this page 


Duty-free worries as Ronson's flame dims 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


RONSON, the troubled ciga- 
rette lighter maker which 
boasts Victor Kiam as its chair- 


man. saw its flame grow weak- 
er yesterday when it warned of 
escalating losses caused by in- 
creased re -organisation costs 
and stock provisions. The com- 


pany has huge stockpiles of 
watches and ear-rings for the 
Rooson Duty Free subsidiary 
which sells gifts though airlines 
like BA. The stock includes 
8,000 Montine watches against 
forecast sales of 800 this year 
and have never previously been 
accounted for. 

The company said losses 


for the year lo December 1997 
would now be in the region of 
£1 J2>m compared with previous 
estimates of around £7m. The 
shares lost a further 18 per cent 
of their value to dose 1.75p low- 
er at 5.75p. They stood at 
65.75p three years ago. 

Victor Kiam was in London 
yesterday for the board meet- 


ing. It is understood that he is 
still supportive of the company. 

Diaries Stanley, the com- 
pany’s broker, is helping 
arrange a £6m re-financing. 

“A detailed announcement 
in relation to the progress of the 
fund raising w3i be made along 
with the preliminary an- 
nouncement in the near fu- 


ture," tbe company said. 

Yesterday’s wanting is the 

second in four months. 

In March Victor Kiam, ac- 
quired 10 per cent of Ronson 
and became part-time chair- 
man. He is expected to sub- 
scribe to the rights issue being 
organised by 17 per cent share- 
holder Albion consortium fund. 


Ilion shares 
dive after 
profit 


Warning of new 
pensions disaster 


warning 


By Lea Paterson 


SHARES in the information 
technology company Ilion 
Group slumped by 76p, or 40 
percent to ll&5p after it issued 
a profit warning yesterday. 

In a statement to the Gty. 
Dion said: “Following difficult 
trading conditions in the UK 
during the first four months of 
1998, it does not expect to 
meet market profit expecta- 
tions for 1998." 

The company said its trade 
in March bad been in line with 
budget but after that it had been 
“exceptionally disappointing" 
in the UK TJK sales in the first 
four months have only grown by 
22 per cent, considerably below 
budget," it said. 

Gross margins in the UK had 
unproved from their low point 
in the fourth quarter of 1997 
and were in line with budget. 
Dion said. “The board expects 
to achieve substantial profits, 
but it is too early in the year to 
be precise. Tbe consensus mar- 
ket forecast for pre-tax profit 
was £8m." 

Uion’s cost base is predom- 
inantly fixed in tbe short term 
and the shortfall in sales has 
translated into a significant de- 
crease in profits relative to 
budget, the company said. 

In its results statement in 
March, Dion said h was now op- 
erating in a less predictable en- 
vironment and that markets 
outside of France had started 
slowly in 1998. 

“That volatility has contin- 
ued," it said. In France the sales 
growth this year has been 
around 70 per cent with a con- 
sequent greater contribution 
to group profits but it was in- 
sufficient to compensate for 
the shortfall in tbe LHC 

Wayne Channon, Ilion 
Group chairman, said: T am 
confident in the strategy of re- 
taining our market leadership 
in the UK and we will ensure 
that the required actions are 
taken to protect this position, 
albeit at tbe expense of short- 
term profitability." 

-Agencies 


By Andrew Verity 


THE Government was yesterday 
warned it would trigger a fresh 
pensions mis-selling disaster if 
it brought in a new vehicle with- 
out wholesale reform. 

In a centre-piece of its plans 
for welfare reform, the Gov- 
ernment is pledged to introduce 
“stakeholder pensions”, a new 
tax-exempt pension plan aimed 
at bringing pensions to 8 mil- 
lion people who have no re- 
tirement savings. 

But leading actuaries Bacon 
& Woodrow said stakeholder 
pensions would open the way 
for a repeat of the £12bn mis- 
selling scandal unless they were 
accompanied by fundamental 
reforms. 

Speaking at the annual con- 
ference of the National Asso- 
ciation of Pension Funds, 
Andrew \*ferwick-Thompson, 
B&W pensions expert said: 
“We would implore [the Gov- 
ernment], please don’t intro- 
duce another pension regime 
on top of those we already have. 
If you push stakeholder pen- 
sions into the market as it 
stands at the moment there will 
be mis-selling." 

The actuaries fear the Gov- 


ernment’s reforms will simply 
introduce another pension 
regime alongside the already 
complex rules for retirement 
saving, echoing the introduction 
of personal pensions in 1998. 

This would open the way for 
unscrupulous salespeople to 
switch unwary savers into infe- 
rior schemes, just as they did in 
the case of personal pensions. 

Pension funds have become 
concerned that stakeholder 
pensions will have lo offer low 
charges and good value if they 
are to appeal to low-income 
savers. This would prompt 
savers to shift into stakeholder 
pensions and away from em- 
ployer-sponsored schemes. 

ftrnsion funds, which control 
over £600bn and own over a third 
of equity on tbe stock market, al- 
ready feel battered by Govern- 
ment reforms which have taken 
more than £5bn a year from their 
investment income. 

The July Budget decision to 
axe the tax credit on dividends 
has prompted many funds to 
sell equities, which no longer 
offer such clear tax advantages, 
and buy Government gilts. 
Fund managers predict pension 
funds will increasingly shift 
into corporate debt. 
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WITH A VOLVO AS A COMPANY CAR, 
IT’S NOT JUST THE DRIVER WHO FEELS MORE SECURE. 




Volvo can take the hassle out of running a fleet 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE 1IL 
Call 0800 100 140 for details. 
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High-priced trades stir up interest in Ladbroke 


taki ng stoc k 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


LADBROKE, the betting 
and hotel group, enlivened a 
dull day, galloping 17 Jp to 
342p. 'ftra trades above the 
then ruling price created the 
excitement. 

The stock market has wait- 
ed for more than a year for 
Hilton Hotel Corporation to 
build a share stake. 

HHC operates the US 
Hilton hotels spread with 
Ladbroke controlling the 
portfolio in the rest of the 
world. As part of an alliance 
established between HHC 
and Ladbroke the Americans 
promised to build a 5 per cent 
interest in the British group. 

The Americans were ex- 
pected to rely on die issue of 
new shares. But the latest 
shenanigans could indicate 
they have decided to buy 
through the stock market 

The two trades, thought to 
involve Dresdner Kleiowort 
Benson, were for 1 million 
and 4.25 million shares. They 
were completed at 340p when 
the price was nearer 325p. 


The consequent interest 
was enough to make Lad- 
broke the most actively 
traded blue chip, with Seaq 
putting volume at 17.7 million. 

The leisure group is, how- 
ever, still below its 358p peak 
hit earlier this year. A year 
ago the shares were 240p. 

This week Ladbroke pro- 
duced a confident trading 
statement although sentiment 
had earlier been dented by the 
referral to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission of 
the acquisition of the Coral 
betting shops chain. 

Thkeover rumours have 
occasionally wafted around 
the company. At one time 
-Bass, the brewing and hotel 
group, was regarded as a pos- 
sible predator. But its sale of 
the Oval business would sug- 
gest it is no longer interest- 
ed. 

Footsie ended 24.4 points 
off at 5,948.5; just 30 minutes 
before the close the fall was 
54.6. The worsening situation 
in Asia, particularly Indone- 


sia, and a resurrection of 
higher interest rate feats tor- 
mented the market. An un- 
even New ’Ybrk display was 
another inhibiting infl u enc e. 
Still, the two main supporting 
indioes blissfully ignored such 
restraints and moved' to yet 
new highs. 

. Oil exploration shares 
flared on positive comments 
from Morgan Stanley and 
hopes of upbeat drilling re- 
ports in the next few weeks. 

Morgan’s Nick An rill high- 
lighted the possibility of more 
consolidation and is thought 
to.. have suggested a 650p 
price for Enterprise OH; 320p 
for Lasmo; 330p for Hardy 
OH & Gas and 7 Op for Mon- 
ument OH & Gas. 

His projections lifted En- 
terprise 22p to 597p; T jttar\n 
9-25p to 29Ip; Hardy 15.5p to 
273 jp and Monument I.75p 
to63.5p. 

Monument said its rights 
issue had achieved a 95.4 per 
cent take-up and long time 
shareholder Electrafiua of 


Belgium now has 26.2 per 
cent. 

Colt Telecom was another 
to collect a Morgan boost. The 
shares jumped 257 Jp to a 
l,940ppeak after Morgan set 
a 2£50p target price, target. 

Next, the fashion chain 
rocked by a profits warning in 
March, foil 7p to 499-5pwith 
finance director David Keens 
said to be alerting analysts 


Share Spotlight 

share price, pence ; 

[380 


Hardy OH 
& Gas 



that women's wear sales re- 
mained sluggish and over- 
stocking problems had yet to 
be overcome. 

Cadbury Schweppes hard- 
ened 17p to 897p as Merrill 
Lynch repeated its l,00Gp 
target, and HiUsdovm Hold- 
ings added 5-5 p to 186_5p on 
takeover talk. 

Suggestions of a deal be- 
tween Powell Duffkyn, off 
lOp at 600p, and Mersey 
Docks, down 6j5p at 602-5p, 
appeared to be wide of the 
mark. 

Matalan, the retailer, 
made a strong debut, closing 
at275.5p from a 235p placing. 

Aden, the electrical equip- 
ment group, gained 4p to 
34J25p after duly confirming 
it plumed a number of dis- 
posals; frost Motor advanced 
3pto l$lp as another bid ap- 
proach was received. The 
company has had unsuccess- 
ful negotiations over a sale to 
its management On Tues- 
day Nicholas Barr, who led 
the abortive buyout, quit 


Air London, the air ch^- 

ter broker which has denied 
any takeover approach, 
climbed another 40p to 440p. 
a peak The shares have 
oeady doubled since February. 

The flame at Ronson, Use 
lighter group, is just about 
flickering. It expects loses to 
hit £U-5m; the shares 
plunged \25p (after 2-75p) to 
5.75p. 

Computer shares had an- 
other strong session , gaining 
2 percent Micro Focus, on 


WATCH HadJeigMbe^ 
^Tup to ISOp: they lave 

IE#!.!®***, 

month. year profit* W 
£2.bn and a similar resuit 

s«ms likdy for the year 

ended in March. 



miral 25p to I,1073p- But 

MMT Computing dropped 
20p to 12875p after chairman 
Michael TUbrook sold 
500,000 shares at l,Z75p. He 
is left with 4.7 per cent. 

And a profits warnings hit 
Illionu off 76p at 112Sp. 

Distributor Abacus Polar 
was another mauled by a 
profits warning, falling 29 ,5p 
to 96.5p. Ferguson Interna- 
tional tumbled ll-5p to 93.5p 
in response to a profits dump. 


PROMINENT Information 
offering a 

monitoring and information 
service, ctauns the 
distinction of being the first 
Ofex company to have a 
rights issue ftifly 

Senvritten. A £900,000 call 
das bees backed by Hong 
Kong-based Cathay 
Pharchem Trading. The 
shares are 255p; dealings in 
the nil paid rights start next 
month. 


STAKE building at Reece, 
the distributor? There is talk 
that a construction group is 
in the market picking up 

shares. An institutional sale 

of around 5 per cent was 
quickly absorbed. Reece 
shares finned 0.25p to L25p, 
a 12 month high- 
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Birmingham welcomes 
the CBI Conference 
for the fourth year 
out of five. 


(It seems British industry really 
knows where it’s going.) 
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WHC can get 
over this glitch 

WKTMINSTER Health Cart has 
got itself into a pickle. To issue a profit 
warning is bad enough. But when your 
finance director sells a big chunk of 
shares just two weeks before it is an- 
nounced to the Stock Exchange it 
raises a serious concerns about the man- 
agement of the company. 

ff. as sources close to the company 
maintain, Philip Easterman acted on 
his own then he was at best mis- 
guided; at worst he faces further action 
by the Stock Exchange. The fact lhat 
he failed to inform the group’s other 
executives about the proGl progress of 
some of its subsidiaries suggests internal 
controls were found wanting. 

In any case he had to go and if the 
company ran salvage any credit from 
this situation is was by the way it or- 
ganised a quick replacement. This un- 
savoury episode has undoubtedly 
tainted the reputation of WHC in the 
City. The profit warning came because 
it failed to attract the number of 
patients it forecast to its secure homes 
and suffered delays in opening new psy- 
chiatric units. Bui at least the end to 
these problems are in sight. Govern- 
ment cutbacks and intense competition 
has also hit revenues from its brain in- 
jury business. 

In other words the siring of prob- 
lems have put WHO’s plans back a year. 
But they have done little to affect the 
group's long-term potential. 

The nursing home market has suf- 
fered from over-supply but occupancy 
levels are finally on the rise with de- 
mand rising sharply. Rising wage costs 
have kept margins in check but 
prospects are still encouraging. 

Specialist health care analyst Laing 
& Buisson forecasts current-year prof- 
its of £16 -5m. which should recover to 
£21 m for the following 12 months 
putting the shares on a prospective p/e 
ratio of 15. 

WHC’s problems look like a glitch, 
albeit it a rather substantial one. It may 
take some time for the company to drag 
itself out of the sick ward but in the long 
term the shares do not look expensive. 


Scottish Radio 
sounds healthy 

HOW LONG can the radio boom last? 
In the past few years, commercial 
radio operators and their shareholders 


Scottish Radio: At a glance 

Market value: £1 39.2m, share price 499p (+1Qp) 


Trading record 

Turnover (£m) 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

Earnings per share (p) 

Dividends per share (p) 

Divisional breakdown 
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have enjoyed the best of all worlds. 
First, radio's share of the total adver- 
tising spend has grown from next to 
nothing to about 5 per cent as adver- 
tisers have switched away from more 
expansive media. Second, industry 
consolidation has yielded huge oust sav- 
ings. Finally, general advertising spend- 
ing has also been rising. 

Dearly, this pace of growth cannot 
last. Cornmerdal radio's share of listeners 
is unlikely to rise much further, so ad- 
vertising growth is likely to slow. Room 
for further consolidation is limited. 

Scottish Radio's profits are highly 
geared to advertising. Interim results, 
released yesterday, showed operating 
profits rising by a third to £6m on sales 
up 16 per cent to £21 3m. Of that, only 
a few percentage points was the result 
of acquisitions. 

The encouraging factor, however, 
was that growth on the radio side was 
matched by rising profits in its local 


newspaper operations, where Scottish 
Radio has recently been acquiring 
and integrating new titles. 

This shows that the company is more 
than just a radio operator- its skills in 
understanding and exploiting local 
markets extend to other media. As a 
result, it’s no surprise that Richard 
Findlay, chief executive, will not rule 
out mores into other media, though he's 
reluctant to say which ones he might 
be eyeing up. 

Strong cashflow means that Scottish 
Radio now has a £5.6m cash pile with 
which to pursue acquisitions. The only 
problem is that Mr Findlay refuses to 
pay the inflated prices for which radio 
stations are now changing hands. Com- 
petition for deals in local newspapers 
is also becoming more intense. 

Thai said, Mr Findlay still thinks ad- 
vertising growth will be in the “low 
teens" this year, suggesting healthy 
profit growth. A bid from a larger media 


group also remains a possibility. On a 
forward earnings multiple of about 18 
the shares, up lOp to 499p yesterday, 
fully deserve their current rating. 

Emu is the key for 
Bank of Ireland 

WOULD-BE investors in the Bank of 
Ireland (Bof) should tzy and answer the 
$64,000 question: will Economic and 
Monetary Union (Emu) be a success? 

The healthy state of the Irish econ- 
omy has been an important factor in 
Bor’s recent success. A combination of 
low Irish inflation and strong growth 
rote helped the group make pre-tax 
profits of lR£530.4m (£46 13m) for the 
year to March, a jump of 34. 1 per cent. 
The dividend rose by 30 per cent to 
]R23.Dp a share. 

Two weeks ago, Ireland was formally 
given the green light to join the first 
wave of Emu. The Bol, unsurprisingly, 
is upbeat about the introduction of the 
euro, stressing the enhanced opportu- 
nities for inward investment. But Irish 
interest rates are currently above most 
European rales. Given that a common 
rate must apply across ah participating 
states from 1 January. Irish rates will 
have to come down. This could de- 
stabilise a hitherto healthy economy and 
erode margins in the mortgage market. 

However, it is unfair to attribute the 
entirety of the Bol's profit growth to 
the healthy Irish economy - only 
around half of the bank's profits flow 
from the Irish Republic. 

Bristol & West (B&W), the UK 
building society which became part of 
the Irish group in July, was another 
driver of profit growth. B&W brought 
in profits of IR£923m last year, and 
continues to thrive in a competitive UK 
mortgage market. . 

Maurice Keane, BoTs chief execu- 
tive, is not averse to an acquisition or 
two - possibly another UK building 
society - and corporate activity of this 
type should give BoTs shares an added 
boost. The shares dosed yesterday 
down 34p at 125Sp in London and 
down IR40patIR1450p in Dublin after 
a bout of profit taking. 

Brokers’ forecasts, upgraded slight- 
ly in the light of yesterday’s figures, put 
the bank on a forward p/e of around 1 8, 
pretty standard for this type of stock. At 
first glance, this makes Bol look good 
value, given the solid across-the-board 
growth in its businesses. But when you 
factor in the uncertainties that Emu will 
bring, the shares seem fairly priced. 
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WHILE Ken Unngstone, Jeffrey Archer and 
half a dozen other potential candidates for 
the post of first ever Mayor of Greater Lon- 
don are still kicking their heeb waiting for the 
election, the 670th Lord Mayor of London 
City, Alderman Richard N5choL b off to Spain 
and Portugal this week-end for a fortnight of 
flag-waving on behalf of the City, emphasis- 
ing its determination to remain the financial 
capital of Europe, whether or not we actually 
use the new European currency. 

Next Tuesday the Lord Mayor meets the 
King Juan Carlos, his opposite number 
AlberioRniz, the president of the Madrid Re- 
gional Government, the economic secretary 
Cristobal Moo torn and the president of the 
Madrid Stock exchange, Antonio Zoido, and 
opens a seminar where John Townend, the 
deputy director of market operations at the 
Bank of England, will speak on the theme “UK 
Government Policy: London Ready for the 
Euro." The following week it is off to Oporto 
for the opening of Expo 98, then on to Lisbon 
to address a seminar on one of his special in- 
terests. maritime law, entitled “The oceans: 
Law, security and Pollution." 

THE AUTHENTIC sound of rolling stones 
will be heard in Hay’s Galleria next month 
when 32 Gty companies are expected to com- 
pete for the 1998 Petanque Challenge spon- 
sored by Cotes chi Rhone wines. The winners 
will be awarded an inscribed trophy, and a day 
of strenuous activities including white-water 
rafting and rally driving as well as magnums 
and bottles of Cote du Rhone. 

CONGRATULATIONS are in order for 
James Dubois, chairman of Gainsborough, an 
Ofex-listed company which- provides short- 
term serviced office accommodation complete 
with receptionists and all the paraphernalia 
of a modern electronic office for companies 
wishing to lest the water in a new location 
without going to the expense of renting and 
equipping space on a long-term lease. Last 
week Gainsborough opened its first location 
in the City at 33 Throgmorton Street, opf*> 
rite the Stock Exchange, and next week its first 


client. Real World Education, will move in, 
using office space to provide training on 
Microsoft office systems. 

Meanwhile Hot Air, an all-male quartet 
in which James rings bass, has just won its first 
major booking to appear at the Claremont 
Fete Champetre, a kind of al-fresco GTynde- 
bourne-style event near Esher, complete 
with dinner, musical entertainment and fire- 
works, in aid of the National Tftist each 
evenin g from Juiy 15 to 19. Lead singer is 
Norman Lilly, who sells vitamins for a living. 
Bob Jury, an internet consultant sings tenor 
and Nefl Barton, another computer expert, 
is the baritone. Their repertoire ranges from 
Gilbert & Sullivan to “OF Man River” and 
“the Whiffenpoof Song". We wish them all a 
nip of fine, mosquito-free nights. 

FOOTBALL clubs don’t just employ foot- 
ballers these days of course. Without the extra 
financial resources needed to buy good play- 
ers and pay their wages, even the most ded- 
icated of teams are doomed to fail, as 
Barnsley, Bolton and Crystal Palace know to 
their cost. All three clubs won promotion to 
the Premier League a year ago; all three are 
heading back down again next season because 
they lacked the cash to compete. 

In an attempt to avoid a similar fate, 
Nottingham Forest pic yesterday moved to con- 
solidate winning promotion by hiring Zone, a 
firm of specialist merchandising consultants to 
boost their outside income. Last year Zone re- 
cruited Edward Freedman, a former managing 
director of Manchester United Merchandising, 
which increased its annual turnover from £2.7m 
to £2S.7m over the last five years. 

He tells me his remit is to provide Forest 
with a “positive brand image", not just to sell 
more kit to long-suffering supporters and their 
kids. Possible ideas include a new fanzine and 
a club museum, which might just possibly bear 
the name of Brian Clough, the club's most 
controversial character in recent years. 

CHA RLES SCOTT, who has run Cordiant, 
the advertising agency formerly known as 
Saatchi & Saatchi, since the soap-opera bust- 
up three years ago which saw the eponymous 
brothers expelled from the business they 
founded and set up elsewhere, has joined the 
board of TBI, the airports and property group, 
as a non-executive director. 1 gather he has 
been head-hunted to help the group devel- 
op its airport management business, especially 
in the US, and complete the shift away from 
its roots in the property business. 

BRIAN TORA, marketing director at private 
client stockbrokers Greig Middleton (and a 
columnist for “Your Money", our personal fi- 
nance section on Saturdays), tells me of a dra- 
matic day at the races at Huntington, in the heart 
of John Majoriand this week. Greig Middleton 
sponsored the Ladies Open Championship for 
the second successive year. The favourite fell, 
the second favourite unseated its rider and an 
outsider. Baring Match, ridden by Vicki Roberts 
came through to win. She also drove the horse 
to the meeting and collected the prizes on be- 
half of the trainer and the owner. 
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Chelsea look to avoid pitfalls of past success 


u - ^ 


CHELSEA jelled into Ute is- 
land of Martinique last night 
with nothing to declare but Gi- 
anfranco Zola's genius and a 
new item of silverware. The 
Cup-Winners' Cup triumph 
over VfB Stuttgart in Stockholm 
stirred blue remembered thrills 
of when they won the same 
competition in 1971. The task 
facing Gianluca Vi alii, once his 
team’s Caribbean holiday is 
over, is to ensure that the sim- 
ilarities end there. 

Twenty-seven years ago, fol- 
lowing the defeat of Real 
Madrid in Athens, no one seri- 
ously questioned the Chelsea 
captain's greeting to the crowds 
who welcomed them back to 
Fulham Town Hall. “We’re the 
kings of Europe now," Ron 
Harris exclaimed with all the 
subtlety which marked his tack- 
ling. Within four seasons, they 
were relegated. 

Lest the connection between 
the two events seem tenuous, it 
should be noted that the first 
conspicuous sign of t hing s start- 
ing to fall apart came within 
months of Chelsea's victory in 


the finaL In their first serious de- 
fence of the, trophy, against 
the Swedish part-timers at 
Atvidaberg, they were elimi- 
nated on away goals. 

Chelsea's failure to build 
on an exceptional start to the 
Seventies was a complex affair, 
involving the construction of a 
stand they could not afford 
and a communication break- 
down between a cerebral man- 
ager, Dave Sexton, and some of 
his more maverick players. 

The events of last February, 
when Ruud Gullit was unex- 
pectedly sacked by Ken Bates, 
suggest that the extent to which 
Vmili is allowed to manage in 
the manner he chooses may 
bold the key to avoiding simi- 
lar strife this time. 

Even Bates, the grumpy grey 
eminence of SW6, cannot quib- 
ble with VialWs record as play- 
er-manager , albeit with 
personnel inherited from 
Gullit 

Chelsea, having won nothing 
bar the Second Division title 
and the Full Members’ Cup 
since the Sexton era, have al- 


A s Gianluca Vialli’s team celebrate their 
European triumph, Phil Shaw still sees 
room for improvement at Stamford Bridge 


ready added to March’s Coca- 
Cola Cup win over Middles- 
brough. 

The Swedish newspaper 
Svenska Daghladet spoke of an 
u Engelsk fest* in the Rasunda 
Stadium. The headline must 
have referred to Chelsea's 
16,000 followers, who pumped 
up the volume whenever their 
team appeared to be flagging, 
for in truth the Anglo-Saxon 
influence on the pitch was not 
pronounced. 

Neither, happily, was it en- 
tirely absent. The captain, Den- 
nis Wise, produced the 
marvellously incisive pass from 
which Zola struck his stunning 
winner within 20 seconds of ap- 
pearing as a late substitute. 

Yet whereas the side led by 
Harris contained only three 
players not barn in England, the 
only En glishm en amon g the 12 
involved against Stuttgart were 


Wise, Michael Duberry and 
Danny Granville. 

'It is anomalous, incidental- 
ly, that Glenn Hoddle (whose 
sojourn as Chelsea manager 
suddenly seems a long time 
ago) has overlooked the ad- 
mittedly waspish Wise in his 
World Cup plans in favour of 
more prosaic midfield opera- 
tors . 

Wednesday’s euphoria 
would appear to represent a re- 
sounding vindication of 
Chelsea’s policy of buying 
abroad. However, for every for- 
eign recruit that has adapted to 
the rigours of the domestic 
slog: lie Zola, Frank Leboeuf 
and Gustavo Foyet, there is an- 
other who has not. 

Celestine Babayaro, Lau- 
rent Cbarvet and Bernard Lam- 
bourde have proved nothing so 
far other than that Gullit’s 
knowledge of the French scene 


was inferior to Arsfche 
Wsnger’s. 

As a consequence, the 
strength available to Vialli has 
not run sufficiently deep topa- 
per over the cracks whenever 
match-winners such as Zola 
have been injured. One of the 
challenges confronting Vialli 
must be to prevent Chelsea 
becoming amply a collection of 
cup showmen, raising their 
game in one-off matches but 
without the resilience to push 
for the championship. 

Gullit would be entitled to 
point out that his team, rather 
than Arsenal carried the main 
threat to Manchester United at 
the time of his demise. 

The final Premiership table 
reveals that despite finishing 
fourth, Chelsea lost no fewer 
than 15 games, most of the de- 
feats occurring since the change 
of manage me nL 

It may also seem invidious to 
criticise players who have kept 
a dean sheet in a major final 
especially on a pitch of which 
many of both sides were trans- 
parently suspicious. But there 


were enough fraught moments 

in front of Ed De Goejy to sug- 
gest that the first area which 
Vialli should address is bis de- 
fence. The partnership of 
Leboeuf and Duberry is error- 
prone, while Steve Clarke, who 
has been at Stamford Bridge 
longer than anyone except 


There is also a case to be 
made for additions to the strik- . 
ere* department if Chelsea are 
to graduate from being pre- 
tenders to contenders in the 
League. Mark Hughes has re- 
ceived a renewed lease of life 
because of the squad-rotation 
system introduced by Gullit, but 
in his 35th year he is under- 
standably most effective when 
playing in short burets. 

. Vialli, too, reaches 34 dur- 
ing the dose season and Zola 
will be 32 by the time Chelsea 
report back to training. Michael 
Laudrup, whose transfer from 
Rangers is in the balance after 
a dispute between the dubs, 
could well be the first of many 
high-profile recruits should the 
deal gp through. . 


Day when courage 


was not enough 


ADDRESSING the men be 
was about to lead against New- 
castle United in the 1952 FA 
Cup final, by then in his 3Sth 
year, Joe Mercer declared, 
“Don’t forget - nobody starts 
favourites against Arsenal." 

If stirred by their captain's 
call to arms, the horse players 
in Arsenal's line-up were not in- 
clined to disagree with the odds 
that had been laid against them. 

Mercer was taking out a 
team stricken by illness and in- 
juries. Welsh international Ray 
Daniel wore a protective cov- 
ering over the plaster cast that 
encased a broken wrist; Jimmy 
Logie, his right thigh strapped 
could barely conceal a limp; 
Doug Listunan, like Logie, not 
long out of hospital hadn't com- 
pletely shaken off the effects of 
blood poisoning. Cliff Holton, 
the only fully-fit centre- forward 
available to Arsenal’s manager, 
Tom Whittaker, was turning 
out in his first FA Cup tie. 

Speaking last week from Jo- 
hannesburg, his home for more 
than 30 years, Alex Forbes, the 
Scottish international who was 
at right-half for Arsenal said, 
Things got so bad I imagined 
us turning up at Wembley in an 
ambulance. Even Arsenal fans 
among the gamblers 1 mixed 
with in those days were betting 
against us." 

Arsenal's troubles began af- 
ter defeating Chelsea in a re- 
played semi-final to set up a 
possible championship and Cup 
double 19 years before their 
north London rivals Totten- 
ham Hotspur became the first 
club to achieve it this century. 

Playing three games in four 
days over Easter (in those days 
a feature of the League pro- 
gramme) Arsenal were left 
counting their wounded. First 
Darnel who broke a wrist in col- 
lision with Stan Mortenseo at 
Blackpool on Good Friday. At 
Bolton, the following day, 
Daniel’s veteran deputy, Leslie 
Compton, pulled a muscle. 
Forty-eight hours later (and 
the present crop of players 
complain of strain!) Logie was 
badly hurt against Newcastle at 
Highbury when Arsenal also lost 
Arthur Shaw, their third centre- 
half in successive matches. 



Tomorrow Wembley stages a repeat 
of the 1952 Cup final. Ken Jones talks to 
one of the losing side from 46 years ago 


A 3-1 defeat at West 
Bromwich with five reserves in 
the team left Arsenal with the 
task of w inning 7-0 at Old Hal- 
ford to gain the League title 
ahead of Manchester United. 
Whittaker conceded in a 
telegram to Matt Busby - “All 
at Arsenal send sincere con- 
gratulations on a worthy cham- 
pionship success." 

In an autobiography Tom 
Whittaker's Arsenal Story pub- 
lished shortly before his death 
in 1956, Whittaker went over 
the trials that quickly followed. 
“Up in Nes^castie my rival man- 
ager and old friend, Stan Sey- 
mour, in a radio interview, was 
saying: ‘All these stories about 
injuries from Highbury may be 
just a trick by Tom Whittaker to 
put us off our guard.’ Oh Stan, 
if you only knew what weDt on 
at Highbury in those desperate 
and disappointing weeks." 

Forty-six years on, Forbes, 
now 73 and together with goal- 
keeper George S win din and 
outside-left Don Roper one of 
three members of the 1952 team 
still living, recalls fear of an epi- 
demic in the dressing-room. 
“When Timmy [Logie] followed 
Doug IJshman into hospital we 
began to wonder about condi- 
tions in the treatment room, 
something that hadn't occurred 
to us before because they were 
supposed to be the best" 

Whittaker, formerly the 
club’s physiotherapist, ordered 
all equipment to be removed 
and sterilised. Training refuse 
was immediately burned. “One 
joke was that a sign should be 
painted oq the dressing-room 
doors to show where the dead 
could be picked up but the se- 
riousness of the situation didn't 
escape us," Forbes recalled. 

Bought from Sheffield Unit- 
ed for £12,000 in 1943 after 
making five of 14 appearances in 
Scotland’s colours, Forbes was 
both skflful and hard, his balance 
a reminder that he could have 
made a name in ice hockey. A 
key figure when Arsenal de- 


feated Liverpool 2 -0 to win the 
FA Cup two years earlier he ap- 
proached the 1952 final worry- 
ing about his great pal Logie. 

It isn't the benefit of hindsight 
that persuades Forbes to think 
that Logie should not have been 
sent out against Newcastle. “He 
was a sick man, really sick. 

There was a hole in his leg where 
the poison had been drained and 
by rights he should havestiH been 
in hospital I'm sure it couldn't 
happen today but things then 
were a lot different. There was 
only the championship and the 
Cup to play for and without 
Jimmy, who was a brilliant 
inside-forward, we had no 
chance of beating Newcastle." 

One night in the sweet long 
ago Forbes told of Logie’s dis- 
appearance from Arsenal’s 
dressing-room at Wembley be- 
fore the 1950 final. “Ws were out 
of the tunnel and almost onto 
the pitch when he trotted out," 
Forbes recalled. “When we 
lined up for the presentations I 
heard his voice. ‘Alex,’ he shout- 
ed, 'it got beat, Alex.’ We’d 
backed a dog in the 230 and 
Jimnty had sneaked into the am- 
bulance room to get the result 
The wee man was nerveless but 
in 1952 1 wept for him." 

Arsenal’s run of bad luck 
(hundreds of suggestions in- 
cluding lucky charms and po- 
tions bad been received at 
Highbury) continued into the fi- 
nal. After only 18 minutes 
Willy Barnes was crippled when 
attempting to block Jackie Mil- 
burn. With Roper moving to 
right-back the Welshman 
limped on to the wing, but it was 
soon obvious that he could not 
continue, leaving Arsenal (no 
substitutes then) a inan short for 
the time that remained. 

It became known as one of 
their finest hours. Daniel car- 
ried on bravely despite a fall that 
again broke the partly knitted 
bone in his wrist. Bui in truth. 
Arsenal were down to nine 
men. “By then Jimmy (Logic} 
was knackered," Forbes re- 



Alex Forbes (left) tangles with Robert Mitchell at Wembley Phonograph: Huhon Getty. 


called. “He could hardly stand 
up and was sent to play on the 
right wiog." 

With just 20 minutes left, 
Newcastle's manager, Seymour, 
grew restive. Turning to Reg 
Davies, a young Welsh inside- 
forward and future interna- 
tional recently signed from 
Southend United, he raid, “This 
isn't good enough. If it isn't set- 
tled today you’ll be selected for 
the replay." 

The words were hardly out 


of Seymour’s mouth when Ar- 
senal almost went ahead. “I 
think if Lisbnmn's header had 
gone in instead of bouncing off 
the bar we would have pulled 
off the impossible," Forbes said. 
“As the ball went over I saw Jim- 
my's shoulders slump as ’he 
trudged wearily back to touch- 
line." 

When George Robledo end- 
ed Arsenal’s gallant resistance 
with a header that went in off 
the inside of an upright Forbes 


was on the floor. “Because 1 al- 
ready had a Cup winner’s 
medal losing didn’t seem so bad 
and I was relieved that there 
wouldn’t be extra time. Then I 
felt a tug at my collar. It was Joe 
Mercer pulling me up, shouting 
that we could still save the 
match." 

When it was over, Seymour 
stood to shake Whittaker's 
hand. “Torn, ours is the cup,” he 
said “Yours the honour and the 
glory." 


Walker at Wembley again Fulham’s future looks bright 


Non-League notebook 


By Rupert Metxalf 


CLIVE WALKER, the former 
Chelsea and Woking forward 
who new turns out for Chel- 
tenham Town, is not used to be- 
ing marked tty a defender older 
than himself. Thai ts what may 
lie in wait for him, though, if be 
is selected for Sunday’s FA 
Urabro Trophy final. 

Although the Gloucester- 
shire club can field two other 
strikers, Dale Watkins and Ja- 
son Eaton, who have hit 33 goals 
between them this term. Walk- 
er will surely play some part 
against Southport The40-year- 
3 ld - he turns 41 later this 
nonth - has become a Trophy 
specialist, having collected win- 
ners’ medals with Woking in 
1994, ‘95 and ’97. 

In contrast, Southport's 


player-manager, Paul Fincher, 
who will be 42 in September, 
will be making his debut at the 
national stadium. In a distin- 
guished Football League career 
which began with Chester 26 
years ago, the stylish central de- 
fender never readied Wembley. 

Sunday will also be a first ap- 
pearance there for both dubs. 
“To be the manager that lakes 

this dub to Wembfey for the first 
time in their 117-year history 
makes it very special," Futcher 
said. “And to have the duuKe at 
41 to turn out at Wsmbley, when 
I thought the opportunity tad 
passed me by, is something be- 
yond my voidest dreams." 

Xq charge at Cheltenham. is 
Steve CoHcrilJ who, ai 33. is 
believed to‘ be the youngest 
manager to lead out a team at 
a senior Wfcmbtey finaL His side 
are the bookmakers' favourites 
for the Trophy, thanks largely to 
a closing run of six wins 


(including two against South- 
port) in eight games which saw 
them finish in second place be- 
hind Halifax Town in the GM 
VauxhaU Conference. 

Southport, however, lost sev- 
* eu of their last eight matches and 
ended up in 16th place. The 
Lancashire club will also have 
less support on Sunday: they 
have sold about S*QQ0 tickets 
while Cheltenham have got rid 
of around twice that number. 

The Conference will reveal 
its plans for a new two-tier 
structure next week. Subject to 
ratification at next month's an- 
nual general meeting, it wfll start 
the 1999-2000 season with a sec- 
ond division of 22 clubs - a de- 
velopment which would have a 
dramatic impact on its three 
feeder leagues. Bill King, the 
Conference chairman, said: 
“Our proposed revision is about 
dubs and fans, not the tradition 
of [other] competitions." 


By Adam Szreter 


FULHAM have made almost as 
many enemies as new admirers 
since Mohammed Al Fayed 
turned his considerable financial 
attention towards a famous old 
dub languishing near the bottom 
of the Nationwide League'. But 
despite failure to reach the Sec- 
ond Division promotion play-off 
final this week a disappointment 
that followed shortly after the 
abrupt dismissal of Ray Wilkins 
as team manager, it would still 
be hard to find a genuine Ful- 
ham supporter wishing to turn 
the dock back. 

Their £8m team is the envy of 
every other dub in their division, 
and a good many otbexs besides, 
but Al Fayed is not the first of 
English footballs new generation 
of mega-rich proprietors to dis- 
cover that money docs nol buy 
you instant success. Ironically, it 
was the sending-off of one of 


their more expensive acquisitions, 
Paul Feschisolida that did much 
to undermine Fulham's hopes in 
the play-off semi-final second leg 
at Grimsby on Wednesday. 

They came close but. as 
Kevin Keegan, their erstwhile 
chief operations manager and 
now team manager, said after 
the 1-0 defeat that consigned 
Fulham to al least another year 
in the Second Division: “My job 
is to make sure we get into the 
Premiership within four years 
now. Wr're 3 bit short of time 
but it'll make it more exciting." 

Judging by the comments 
flowing into The Fulham Inde- 
pendent website yesterday that 
is exactly how it is seen by the 
majority of their fens, both old 
and new. Little more than iwo 
years after struggling near the 
foot of the Third Division, re- 
cent attendance records arc 
being broken at Craven Cottage 
and with players like peschisoli- 


do and Chris Coleman along- 
side the more experienced Paul 
Braccwell and Peter Beardsley 
the future looks bright. 

Whether Keegan will be a 
part of that future, and in what 
, role, remains to be seen, ft is be- 
lieved he will appoint a new man- 
ager in flic summer and revert 
to his previous job. but if he 
found it difficult keeping his nose 
oul of Wilkins’ business then he 
will haws lo choose his man care- 
felly or take it on himself. 

Al fiiyed’s money has already 
produced mirades in SW6, and 
more critical to Fulham’s future 
than Keegan of course is Al 
Payed himself. Unlike the Jack 
Walkers and Jack Haywards, AJ 
Fayed has no deep-rooted at- 
tachment to his club and could 
pull the plug a i any time. In the 
meantime, though, as Keegan 
said after the game on Wednes- 
day, “Maybe Fulham FC start- 
ed here tonight." 



- r- thubc in the 


the, re- 

fleet on a campafcn of |ggt ^ ^npples of Cbelsea^at- 
achievement on their isfection have even readied 

Vialli’s men also have a try to ^ fa the form of a pos- 

Monte Carlo to on the eve of the 

They w01 contest the ErnOj ^Q^M-Fbr it 

pean Super Cup agarasr ^ .L™ 0 f 71 , when all the 

Madrid or Juv eems on Mona- the Euro- 

“ had a Tjeao Cup and the Uefa Cup last 

effect for Aston VQ- came » tat 


MacLeod has 


ambitions as 
Celtic coach 


MURDO MacLEOD, the as- 
sistant coach at Celtic, has con- 
firmed that be would like to take 
over at Parkhead following 
Wim Jansen’s decision to leave. 

The former Scottish in- 
ternational bad forged a dose 
working relationship with 
-Jansen and was expected to 
leave after the Dutchman re- 
signed on Monday. Now, how- 
ever, .MacLeod - who has 
previously managed Parti ck - 
would like to succeed the man 
he helped guide Celtic to the 
League title last Saturday. “I 
definitely want to stay with the 
dub and Fd be delighted to get 
the job as bead coach," he said 
yesterday. - ... . 

- Chris Whddle, who resigned 
as the Burnley manager on 
Tuesday despite leading the 
dub to Second Division safety, 
said yesterday that he wants to 
stay in football - as a player, 
coach or manager. “I wasn’t de- 
terred by coming away from 
Burnley. If I can get a job in 
managing or coaching so be it," 
be said. 

“Fve kept myself fit and I 
know 1 can still play. 1 know I 
can do a job for somebody. 
Look at Peter Reid. When be 
lost his Manchester City job, he 
went and played for two or three 
clubs before he went back into 
management. 

“Fve played over 30 games 
this season and that was basi- 
cally trying to combine the two 
jobs. If I was to concentrate on ' 
the one Fm sure Td be even fit- 
ter than I was." 


West Ham’s David 
Unsworth, their manager Har- 
ry Redknapp and the director 
of football, Peter Storrie, are 
hoping to find a compromise to 
allow the defender to spend 
more time with his family with- 
out having to leave the dub. 

Speculation has been rife 
that Unsworth would be re- 
turning to the north of England 
because his wife was homesick 
following his move from Ever- 
ton at the beginning of the 
season. 

But the centre-back is so 
happy playing for West Ham 
that he wants to find a com- 
promise -such as possibly tak- 
ing an extra day off each week 
to be with his family in the 
north. 

“We are going to sit down 
with Harry and Peter and sort 
put the situation," he said. “I've 
always said that football-wise 
the move down here has been 
absolutely fantastic for me. Fm 
playing what I would call the 
most consistent football of my 
career and Fm looking for- 
ward to next season playing with 
West Ham." 

The Serbian midfielder Jovo 
Bosancic has been released by 
relegated Barnsley, after mak- 
ing 14 Premiership starts this 
season for the Tykes. The Dutch 
striker, Laurens Ten HeuvreL, 
and young defender. Dean 
Jones, have also been released. 

Ray Graydon has been 
named as the new Walsall man- 
ager following last week’s sack- 
ing of Jan Sorensen. 


Justice for Charlton 
and Sunderland 





JUSTICE was done in the 
First Division play-offs on 
Wednesday night as the sides 
who finished third and fourth 
in the table - Sunderland and 
Charlton - booked their places 
in the Wembley final on 25 
May. 

Sunderland, who just miw^ 
out ou automatic promotion, 
sealed their trip to Wembley 
with a 2r0 win over sixth-placed 
Sheffield United, while Charl- 
ton beat fifth-placed Ipswich 
1 - 0 . 

Sunderland had to daw back 
a 2-1 deficit from the first leg 
and it was unfortunate that the 
United defender Nicky Mark- 
er drew them level by diverting 
Allan Johnston's 20-yard effort 
into his own net in the 22nd 
minute. 

Top scorer Kevin Phillips 
then gave Sunderland a de- 
served lead in the 38tfa minute 
with his 34th goal of the season 
- which equals Brian Gough’s 
post-war record. 

Sunderland continued to 
bombard United's goal in the 

first halt, but after the break Li- 
onel Perez pulled off three 
sensational saves to deny Unit- 
viial goal in front of 

40, OK at the Stadium of Light 

Shaun Newton sealed 
Chariton s place in the final bv 
wappingupaZ^aggn^te^ 

Charitm 

held a 1-0 advantage from the 
Brat leg and Newton's 36th- 
mniule effon clinched Chari- 


ton’s first Wembley appear- 
ance for II years. 

Northampton staged the 
comeback of the play-offs in 
the Second Division after trail. 
. ing 3-1 to Bristol Rovers in the 

first Ipct ... 



— “^“j-iomuasuspensiO 
fired them into a 34th-minu 
lead and Ian Clarkson drew ti 
Cobblers level on 61 minute 

Ray Warburtan sealed 
3-0 second-leg success and 4 
aggregate triumph in the 77 
minute. Northampton wfll nc 
meet Grimsby at Wembley < 
24 May fora Fust Division pla 
next season. 

Grimsby, who finished thi 
»n the Second Division ai 
won the Auto Windscree: 

Nnimfrf . « 



imu rwevm uonovan to than) 

their second trip to the twin i 

ers this season. 

He struck nine minutes G 
lime against Fulham to cti 
® 2-1 aggregate win, after Kn 
Keegan’s men had had 1 
Peschisolido sent off after 
an hour. 

In the Third Divisj 
Torquay stormed to Wemi 
wiUi a 4-1 second-leg win , 
aggregate, victory Q 
Scarborough, who had 
Players sent off. Torquay 

S? lci,estet to the fina 
May 22, although Colche- 
needed extraTm^o t 
lu-ipan Barnet who had h 

hdda^adv afltagefr0ffl 
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Dance swings into Derby rhythm 


By Richard Edmondson 

aiSbri 

DURING his lung sabbatical 
from ihe race irack Walter 
Swinburn was sustained hy the 
thought of afternoons like yes- 
terday’s on the Kjiavesmire. 

It took a year in the sidings 
for the Choirboy to correct his 
fluctuating weight and regain fo- 
cus for riding. Now it may re- 
quire just another two and a half 
minutes for the jockey to es- 
tablish himself at his profession $ 
-pinnacle in three weeks' lime. 

■ In winning yesterdays Glas- 
gow Stakes Swinbum's mount 
Greek Dance established him- 
self as favourite for the Derby 
in one bonk. Shcrgar. Shahras- 
lani and Lammtarni may have 
to squeeze up in the rider s heart 
to make space for yet another 
Blue Riband winner. 

McCoy hits 250 

TONY McCOY moved past 
the 250 mark for the season with 
a double at Perth yesterday. The 
champion, however, starts a 
Jlvc-dav ban on Sunday. 


Greek Dances is no fleering 
camel of ability at Michael 
St mite’s Newmarket yard. He 
has impressed from the first 
morning of term with both his 
ability and altitude. "I liked hint 
from day one, everyone did," 
Swinburn said “We were ail 
very excited leading up to New- 
market [where the colt made a 
winning seasonal debut] anti we 
couldn't have asked for any 
more from him there. 

"He just seems to have 
everything that goes with a 
good racehorse, including the 
temperament. Even though he 
put daylight between him and 
the others today it fell to me that 
he was just doing enough in 
front. I believe there could be 
the same sort of progression 
again. 

"1 was delighted with the way 
he could change pace and po- 


sition for me two or three limes 
during the race because that will 
stand him in good stead for Ep- 
som. He's very manoeuvrable 
and 1 don't think ground rep- 
resents a problem because he's 
been on the heavy at home and 
good, fast ground here. I'm ex- 
cited." 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Young Bigwig 
(Thirsk 4.25) 

NB: Random Kindness 
(Newbury 3.10) 

Greek Dance has yet to 
utilise his gearbox fully this sea- 
son. He moved smoothly 
throughout yesterday, his short 
tail wagging behind him. and 
then made his market rival 
Capri look rather leaden in the 
closing stages. Six lengths was 
the winning margin and Lad- 


brokes' immediate reaction was 
to go 4-1 fur the Derhy. 

Stuute himself did not dis- 
suade investors. "He went to 
Newmarket a linlc short of 
work because the ground had 
been bad and we'd been con- 
servative with him, and, al- 
though the form didn't work out 
well, what pleased me was the 
way he travelled that day," he 
said. "He's a bit fitter now and 
I loved the way he travelled 
again. This hurse would have to 
be seriously considered [for 
the Derby] after today.” 

Earlier. Busy Flight had bro- 
ken ranks from a conga forma- 
tion for the Yorkshire Cup to 
suggest he might he the leading 
stayer for this campaign. In- 
stalment No 2 comes in the As- 
cot Gold Cup next month. 

As the five-year-old re- 
sponded compliantly for 


Michael Hills up the 
Knavesmirc straight it was hard 
to imagine that this was once the 
most unyielding of horses. 
When they were reaching this 
youngster tricks. Busy Flight was 
very good at the swift fetch, but 
could not master a stay. 

After years of tuition, how- 
ever, the horse now settles like 
a tabby on a plump cushion. 
"It's been a hard job because 
he's a very strong horse.'’ Hills 
said, "rve had my battles and 
my arms arc now three inches 
longer." 

THE DERBY (Epsom, S Jina): Coral: 9-4 
(with a run) Capa VertS, 6-1 City Honour* 
& Saratoga Springs. 7-1 Greek Dance. B-i 
Gtaand. tt-i Haami, w-i Border Anew. Cn> 
co Hongs & Dr Fong Ladbrokes: 2-1 Iwttn 
a run) Cape Verdi. 4-1 Greek Danoa 6-1 
Saratoga Spmga, 7-1 City Horeus, 8-1 Gul- 
Land & Haami, W-1 Croco Rouge. WUUam 
HM: 3-1 (with a run) Cape \ferd. 5-1 Greek 
Danes, 6-1 Saratoga Springs, 7-1 City Ho- 
TOurs 6-1 GuSand, 0-1 Border Arrow & Haa- 
nx w-7 Croco Rouge, 16-1 Dr Fong 

Results, page 31 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


NEWBURY’ 

2.40: GORSE missed Iasi season 
with a sess-fr-jcnnc in a fetlock 

bin began making up for lost time 
tryshoKtdg fine pace towin nt Sal- 
isbury on his debut. Henry 
Candy has a good strike-rate 
with hb sprinters and this colt can 
cope with today's step up in 
grade. Jimmy Too has Lravdled a 
long wav and looks a threat. 

□EX) 

3.10: PAPUA failed to gel his 
head in front last year but was 
gelded in the autumn and that 
could mean him regaining die 
winning thread from a lenient 
handicap mark. Grief, with a 
talented elaimer in the saddle, 
may well trouble the selection. 

□□□ 

3-40: JIBE is highly strung but 
should be given a chance to re- 
deem her tall reputation follow- 
ing a disappointing eighth of 16 
runners in ibe 1 .000 Guineas. 


Newbury 3.10 

Horae C H L T 


Gnet 

81 

7-1 

8* 

7-1 

AHSoreaWWta 

11-2 

81 

4-1 

4-1 

Parma 

81 

81 

81 

81 

Random Kindness 

n-2 

81 

n-2 

81 

ATa Alibi 

7-1 

7-1 

81 

7-1 

Mersey Biwn 

181 

181 

81 

81 


Mystic radge 

81 

181 

81 

81 

Premier NWS 

W1 

181 

12-1 

181 

PCri’a Brave 

11-1 

181 

n-t 

181 

BH On The Side 

181 

C-1 

M-1 

VM 

Sudeat 

281 

181 

281 

28) 

Kfatoa AsMfflUhP 

281 

P81 

281 

281 

FBmore West 

281 

381 

381 

281 
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HYPERION 

2.30 Esperio 3.00 Republic 3.35 Polly Gofightfy 
4.05 Sadler’s Blaze 4.35 Wild Palm 5.10 Sweet 
Dreams 


GOING: Good lo Fim (Good in paces). 

STALLS; Inside (except 51 & GL stands vde) 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: J Dunlop 21 -122 tf72V J Fanahawe 9- 
48 <iaSM H Channon 876 (118%). R HofUnshead 9-125 (72%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: TSprake 17-140 (12.1%). G Duffle Id 16-106 
rem M mils 1262 (194 %i. u Roberta 10-95 (105%). 

• FAVOURITES: 228664 (343%). 

BLINKERED 1st TIME: Hobart Junction (435). ArgnUvgqw. 2301 


5 E080 BWBB’MAGE(44)(D)PH»lng79J ...M Roberts 10 

B 669340 STATOYORK (IQ D Shaw 58 0 .... Rf4#iesl 

7 On -GO DAMCING MYSTERY (11 ) E -} 8 D S Canton (7) 9 0 
B twin FEATKERST0NE LANE (151 (0) Mss L S«tti 7 B 9 

G Carter 8 

9 604CKM S^ANMNCS»(HflG»awry4 8fl _UHk71 

D 5000-5 PRESS AHEAD (3QBMcM*on 384 W 

n 00-00 REVENGE £ SWEET p4) BtfcMatan 364 ..JBranMS 

12 OCO-O CHAKRA (57) (Q) J M Gtedey 4 B 3 U Henry 1? 

13 fQMt SOAKED (14) (D) D Ctapron 5 B 2 . D Biggs 13 B 

14 00003 DONA RL1PA (1321(0) Mss L SttJal 5 8 2 PRobinsony 

6 00605 SERRATE (8) 0 9t» 4 7 12 R Brhtond (7) 4 B 

E 500-50 SOTOMAN (38) (D) PFe*pte5 7 n . . Dedan O'Shea S 

17 000406 TAKE NOTICE (81 M Vfene 5 7 10 SIMantyU 

AMwurri wegAr TOO. True nanrfeap wejgrt. Nocw 7a 9Bi 
BETTING: 5-1 Soaked, 6-1 Pofly GoUgNfr 7-1 Fe ath aratana Una. 6-1 
Statoyort, 10-1 Ptouura Trite, bnperW Honey, 14-1 others 


2.30 


NOTTINGHAM SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2,500 added 1m If 21 3yds 

06-305 ARZANI (36) (D) □ Cce&vw 7 9 B. MMmmarlTtf 

tm CORONA T B64 9 B. - J Suck 15 

«F VM(V COUNT OF FLANDERS (J37) K Morgan 606 R Hughes 2 
j 4 05055- DIAMOND CROWN (Jl 83) (C) Mlftfar* 79 8 M Roberts 12 

1 5 ESPEHTO (10) (CO) (BF) J Pearce 5 9 6 N Day 9 

tSSSJ F1Y1NG EAGLE (JB3) fl Snpscn 7SB_. . MGNb^rerlO 

00050/ GLOWING PATH (J50) R Hodges 698 D Biggs 4 

00008 HAROLDON (10) (CD) B Paling 998 . TSprakoS 
1-9230 JOSEPHS WINE (96) (C) J WharBn 9 9 B PRobimon13B 
004-00 LIGHTS OF HOME (11) kiss C Jctasey * 9 6- -G Cadre 5 

0 WELSH WARRIOR (57) J M Bradey 5 9 8 N Atkins 7 

00060 BLUECH5E5E(J151) JJenkjr«4 93 J) Price 14 

KtlO-5 CHARLTON SPRING (24) R Hodges 4 9 3 P P Hiapfty (3) G 

6000 EIDER MU. BB)D Moire 4 93.,. A Clark IB 

00006/ FOMSiITIERE (J541) JMBradey593 M Henry 1 

BBBEUEEDThan382 MBaM(3)8 

BETTING: 7-2 Esparto, 5-1 ArzanL 8-1 Joseph’s Who. 8-1 Dtamnrel Crown, 
Flying Eagle, 181 Gkmfng Pnflt, htaroidon, Chalton Spring, 12-1 ethers 


4.05 


SAXON DALE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2m 


1 C&KU BQWCLffFE COURT (21) (O) J Aketinsl 6 9 H . JtOirtS 

2 58433 PARADISE NAVY (5) (D)CEgencn992 .. _R Hughes 7 B 

3 WI8 WORLD EXPRESS (J83) B R Mtoian 8 87. . TSprake 2 

4 tB84i SADLER'S BUZE (17) {CJPtttoB.* 8 5.. .GDuflWdBV 

5 06006- TASK CMN1 (234) P Cot 4 8 5.— JLWheianB 

6 0450- A1I1ARGE (203) (CD) M Brawn 80 3 G Carter 9 B 

7 2BM RANGSJSLOANE (B) (D)GFena67 V JBomWS 

B (V04E> BHYNNR (78) (D) D Muray Smlti 4 7 0. _ _ .S Maloney 1 

9 500 SHIHTY (27) T B94 7 O RBrWand(7)4 

Uintmum: 7tt 10 /b. True handicap wo Ignis ftyr *» TsfBtb, Shiny Tat 3b 
BETTING: 7-2 SadteTt Btaze, 4-1 BowcHle Court, 92 Paradto Navy; 13- 
2 Worid Expresa. 7-1 Ranger Staone, BrynHr. B-1 Andaqe, 12 ifliera 

GOTHAM LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 1m 


4.35 


3.00 


WOODTHORPE AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS E) £3,800 added 2YO 6f 

ABLE PETE J Dwtep 90. TSprak«4 

DANDY DANCER SCVflHTB 90 J Slacks 

0 DROWNED IN BUBBLY (29) J L Eyre 9 0. — Jl Henry 11 
0 LORD STROLLER (17) (BF) S R Whan 9 0 — G Carter 8 
MURPHYS LAW W Ryan 90 — A Clark 3 

4 REPUBLIC (7) R Hamm 9 0. - Jl Hughes 13 

RUSSIAN COURT DGandafc 90 _ . V StUMy 10 

TOUGH GUY M Jarvfe 90 .PRnbnwnlZ 

WOODCUT PFe^ctte 90 U Roberts 7 

3 CRACKLE (11) (BF) B Ffe 8 9 JBHfcl 

6 GOLDBI CHARM (11) J BarAs B 9 UWmmerW 

.3 KtNGFISHERS BONMEipi) SKnglt 89 Rttartn (3) 15 
50 MARCH PARTY (FR) (17) J Forman 89 DBiggaZ 

5 RALNBOW RAVER fS) C3r4th88 -...GOrflteklB 

VEGAN8JTRAL P Uretespeare B 9 _...Ere9y Joyco (7)6 

BETTING: 5-2 RepuMc. 7-2 Crackle, 7-1 Able Pete. B-1 Lord SJroSor, 
Kingfishers Bonnet, 10-1 Golden Ghana, 12-1 Ibugh Guy, 14-1 rthara 

BULWELL HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 
added 5f 

1 00-60 BEAU VENTURE (5) (D) 10 DO .TSprafca2 

2 20530- PLEASURE TME (210) (pD) CSn*8i595....-AClark5V 

3 21L04 POLLY GOUGHTLY (15) UBtanshart 595 N Adams 15 B 

4 055-0 BIPBVALHONEY(l1)MraAS«nbanli393GIMMdI7 


1 21-290 CLASSIC FM) (73) Pa Uctad5 99. R StudhOkne (7) 4 

2 00-02 WHTTE SETTLHt (18) kfes S Wtai 5 B g _TSpreka5 

3 04800 A1MHRALS FLAME (25)(D) CWM 796 -MHBafl 

4 50805 BLKLM FRANK (6) (0) T EasHby 6 9 6 GDullieidg 

5 00863 CLASSK COLOURS (H) Gltedey 596 VSWtayB 

6 50504/ DETACHMENT p>B4) kfes Z ttomTi 5 9 G..R Kevtn p) 16 

7 00028 DUELLO (J21) (BH MEtanshord '96 M Roberts 3 

8 000 EAUAH (23) Lady Hemes 496-- ACM13 

9 6806 HONN DE COOL (36) (D) J Atalwsr 7 9 6 - ~ D Hgga 12 

C 32008 MEZZORAMO (19Q (D) KMorgBn6 96_JoHu»iaraf^2 

n 00080 NIGHT DANCE (J64) P) K lArgan 6 96- — N Day 7 

12 68686 WILD PALM (14) (CD) Mrs A E Jchnscn 6 9 6 _G Carter 1 

D 00350- ZmAC(202)FM*jrB96 D QriflBhe (3) 10 

14 teO-5 BOLOTINA (25) R Hannon 493- ...PDobha(7)11 

6 00408 CALYPSO LADY (203) Rltennon 49 3 R Hughes 14 

6 45564 HOBART JUNCTION (2^ SCWnaro 3 8 7A Whelan 15 B 

BETTING: 5-1 Fkmn De CooL 81 BoKki Frank. 7-1 White SeMec 81 Du- 
ello. Bold Una, 181 Classic Find. Admirals Flame. 12-1 others 


jf7/«7 STRELLEY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,500 added 3YO 1m 


3.35 


1 663 RACHAELS NORTH (13) R Armstrong 9 7 H Price 3 

2 3440 ASYAAD (14) B Hfc 9 7 MHBa6 

3 006-1 SWffiT DREAMS (17) (CD) JDutop97 TSprake 5 

4 00548 KHATTAFT (233) M Brittan 9 2 GCertnf « 

5 388 MURMOON BHartuy 91 J Slack 7 

6 aon-O UFTTHEOFFBI (121(D) RHawwi 613 . .RH^haal 

7 20081 RfflBLEASSOIBUf(7)(DJRFehey8I|Be^..GIMBeld2 

BETTING: 81 Sweet Dreams, 4-1 Asyaad, 82 fSjhie Assembly, 81 
Rachaels North, 81 UR The Otter, 7-1 Murmoon, 181 Khnttaff 


,»ic: an ' - 


HYPERION 

6.00 Royal Barge 6.30 Ashwell Boy 7.00 Gold- 
en Melody 7.35 Comedy Gayle 8.00 Grey 
Smoke 8.30 Storm Forecast 


it 8d> «SKrR0SE(l3JQaemeftwB»» BPtmH 

12 RUSHHOME (425) J Ftonwrt HDD P Hanley (3) 

Q 38 SALS1AN (364) P IMnkwarth 5 TJ 10. XAJzpunJ (3) 

M FORWARD UBS(F10) Us L Jend 4 DS-MBMchekv (5) 

n 43 JANGUNWE(F22)U5MJwes4D5 C LJencflyn 

« 0 LOVE VENTURE (13) Mss M Rowland 4 10 5. ..Gary Lyons 

V PU0 TYROLEAN DANCSI(R) A Oantebm 4 »5CWU*(3) 
BETTING: 81 Was OretevM Gulden Heiw^ 81 Janglynyw, 81 ActiM 
RuiMar, 181 Greeted Friend, 281 ArancfflL 281 others 


GOING: Good n Finn (Good n ptacosL _ 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 28-90 (283%). □ Nletretaon 17- 
55 009%). P Hobbs 14-66 (212%). G Balding 10^4 (B6%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dumwody 20-37 (23%) N WBftamsoo 
tt-37 R Johnson 14-78 (179%), C Uowoltyn 768 (01%). 

• FAVOURITES: 17&487 t36£%l 

BLJNKERH) IstTlME: Avoocflfl 1700) Equity Player ivocirod. 8Q5) 


7.35 


6.00 


TONY METHERELL HANDICAP HUR- 


6.30 


, DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 3m 3f 

1U1W1 GAUTAStWJANEpHQWPlfchcfc 8T il2 ga» 

. ... fc .. ... . .Mr J Tfezara pi 

2 1M3&J 

3 F 10512 TB.TV (MSA) (51) p)(B q ASww aBllfi- C Lteaejm V 

4 01F712 NOW WE 

5 321141 COMMAMCHE CHEBt (192) M Pipe B P 12- -C fart a B 

6 -3263C ROYAL BARGE (7) P Bw«n B« t) ~ 

7 6344P BAUYEDWARD (11) V”" " 

B 08630 RWBBANK ROSE (14) (C) W Oa? 7 P 3^-... Q JftnMy 

V 5-FPW RWBtROOM(7)CPephanB«2 

h ff4J05 ULURU (7) CMortX* ooo 

G «=4S3 OLD ALE (11) J CurtE S O 0 lb G Ufrfl [7] B 

Un weptt '051 True handicap 

up i im g; u { tortpfw ' T ri Jaw. 5-1 Darini) Bridge OeiiaiiinciiB Qwfc 6“ 
Ba^ KM RMrrtrer* ftwe. 1*-1 ^ 

SCALES OF JUSTICE NOVICE CHASE 
— - i (CLASS D) £5,000 2m 5f 110yds 

1 342231 ASHWaiBOY(7)(aflPH*t»7tJ-0 

2 *113540 BULLENS BAY ^ ^ n n.ZTZ 

3 2500TO LOUGH TULLY p3) W ^ rSE 

5 4 ^ S^^^Th N o^ 7 -.-^-^2S 

BETTING; ^7 Aetwefl Boy, M lliteallrt. 1W l^wflh ^ 1!M 
lens Bay. 14-1 Rusnetto 

OUILTER MARES NOVICE SELLING 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,000 2m 110yds 

5660 

e COHHW UP (174) Ha C*b g g j - - "r ldSS 

-5 SSMrenCV^rSSS 


INTERLINK EXPRESS NOV HUNTERS 
CHASE (CLASS H) £4,000 3m 

1 -1103 COMEDY GA)U (TO) UTrtSay II B5 Hr I WMScontfre (7) 

2 2*3-12 BEWOLEY BOY (P3t9 (D) J Grey 9 12 0 . Jfaa P Gunrhy (7) 

5 91-221 BGBANDSARE8AO({T>n)CJCt9rB20»LJaf?ani(7) 

4 33UU34 COLOURFUL BOV (Pfl) H Maram 9 12 0. Jlr A C-Jonea p) 

6 P4-3P2 KB4QSTHORPE(P13)(P)MDarielUSOJWAPhapi(7) 

5 -3406 MR MAD (16) (D)MP Hamer DEO AtePHemwfT) 

7 UIU-1U RAGTMER (P4B) (D) WBiriiBCO MrSBuehp) 

8 21-20 ZODIAC PfWCE (P20) (D)C Banks 6 12 0J*U Harris (7) 

9 -3B5P1 N0B8UT4UST(Pe)(C9MFHaning8llBJ»rG8Sant(7) 
O 4IP2B2 SS1B1 LARK (Ps) (D) P Haskins 9 h 9 .. .Mr D S Jones (7) 
BETTING: 81 Comedy Gayle, 82 Big Band* Are Back, 11-2 Bewdky 
Boy, 7-1 KtaBethorpe, 81 Stater Lark, 11-1 Mr Mad. 181 ahem 


8.05 

HARRISONS OPTICIANS HANDICAP 


5 -07352 EASTLAND5HRJGHT(P12)J Stanley 9 CO. 

_ MrTMonkon(7) 

8 25 

CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 3m 


6 P82FP GOLDEN DROPS ptq DNhbna 1)720 MrAWMtefP) 



1 1-4PFP CSJIC AB8EY po) (C) (D) V MHamc u 11 D_Mr D S Jones 

2 -4422D STDiaiTBACKB) ^7) W C Wbedon 9 n D — SI ffichada 

3 1FD02P FAT1S1 SKY (F49) (D) 0 3»n»00 7 h B _J A McCarthy B 

4 F-2P3P GREY SMOKE (4q(CS) Use HKnghtB H5- -'Cdaty 

5 32flfffti DANGER BABY (13) p P Btreen 8 11 5 R Johnson B 

6 053003 HERMES HARVEST (13) (C) (D) D IVBans D 11 S -B PmnO 

7 644PUF IDIOT'S LADY (13) (D) Ms J Rdnen B 11 3 BCTBord 

8 1 4*213 PONGO WARMG (154) Uss H KnM4 9 n 0_JRKarenagh 

9 -6FBU JAMES PfGG R82) (D) (BF) H Pips 11 11 0 CMaude 

TO -6533* RANDOM HARVEST (32) (BFJtfeURneNy 9 DB.LWyer 

11 W6B35 EQUTTY PUWBL (10) (D) RQxfe O 07 CUeweflyoV 

BETTING: 81 StonWrecfcn; 81 Hennas Harvest. 81 hSofe Lady; James 
Rgg, 7-1 Pcngo Vbrhig, Random Harvest. 181 Father Sky, 12-1 dbera 

LUDD1NGT0N ‘NH 1 NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,750 2m Gf 110yds 


8.35 


7.00 


1 32P400 ALPHA LEATHER (60) L Grass** 7 11 0 MrJGreaaUr 

2 300 AUTUIINBLJMDBtp6S)ACani*61ID ASchoies(7) 

3 PS B3«A BEOLA pOB) J UpsCTi 6 T1 0 JStw*i 

4 0 HBtEOJMES TROUBLE (27) Jchl Berry? 11 OlAapeiffl 

5 3BCP48 KNOCK STAR (11)TB8 7 11 0 GuyLywa 

B W8P ULL BAY SAM (136) R Ddtn 7 71 Q XAtepunifl) 

7 0660FF SAR7D ASSUME PO RB8zrgten71!0~ JtMaateyffl 

6 2-406 STORM FORECAST (53) UbbH K nQhr6 no JCoWy 

9 -04050 T)EGADFiy(S5)CJcn956nO SCunan 

DRUFPPP DUWBCKS COUNTHY (1^ F Tucker 5 D9 — S Burroughs 

11 PP UTTlEFUUSp4)U9eppafd5S9 Mfflctanh 

12 400 FWFffiTVB»(165JQrtS5B9^ lhGtato(7) 

O 1-PP45 STRAY HARMONY (11) PSmthBD9 J Goktatein (ts) 

BETTING; 7-4 Storm FbrKaat. 8J Stray HarnMOy, 8-1 Ssla To AiRflne, 
181 Krex* Sts; 181 Alpha Lraflw Perfect View, 181 other* 


ThirsIS 


HYPERION 

2.20 Fancy A Fortune 2.50 Mlllltrtx 3JZ5 Night 
City 3.55 Nuclear Debate 4.25 Young Bigwig 
5.00 Onefourseven 5.30 Southern Dominion 


GOING: Good 

STALLS: Straight course - centre: Bard couree - racta 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers bast lor 71 6 ttv 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston 16-65 f1B3°.j. J Berry 14- TKJ 
(119%). M Stoule 13-35 (373%) D NjehoHa T3-H5 (H3%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Fortune 28130 (154%). K Qartoy 17-H4 
(149%). J Carroll 0-09 194%). A Cirihane 17- ra (93%) 

• FAVOURITES: fiW33 (346%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TTME.- Fancy A Fortune & Arietta (220). Sea 
Ya Mate (425). WvHor King (vtsored. 220) 


12 50300 MAW4A-S BOY (22) J Berry 3 5 71 PFessey(3)17 

G 30832 NUCLEAR DEBATER 1*5 JRamsden 36 11.. J Fortune 7 

14 DO PUB A SONG fSJJL Eyre 3 611 Rl^jplo3 

75 ROCKY STALLONE W IfcKetXKi 3 fl 71 — R WMnn R 18 

B 08 TC BREAK (182) W 3 6 it F Lynch 11 

17 AMOROSO C Thraraon 3 9 6 . - DataGfcwn9 

B 5 NNGOOM RUBY (1^ Mss J A Camacho 3 B BL Oornodi 19 

S 00860 LESLEY'S ADVENTURE p7) E Abion 3 9 6 — J FEganS 
HETT1NG: 8» Nucteer Debate, 81 Deep Space. 81 Bushwhattac Adobe, 
181 Bouxfaas Shape, 181 Bkck Army; 181 Tie Break, 181 Others 


4.25 


49'S DICK PEACOCK SPRINT 
HANDICAP (CLASS D) £1 0,000 6f 


2.20 


1 006205 

2 04-500 

3 008 

4 08 

5 

6 434456 


■04000 

00800 

60800 


10 UXM6 


2550 

4621*0 

050432 

08 


MOWBRAY SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added 7f 

ALUNSOrrs MATE (7) (D) T D Barron b 9 7 J Fortune 2 B 

FANCY A FORTUNE (11) (CD) 0 htehefe * 9 7 

- .. .Alex Greaves 4 B 

FRUGAL (328) B Murray 5 9 7 . .GMdnlO 

GREY PROSPECT (349) MBnttara 497 R Farmer (7) 13 

HEADMASTER (421) FUrtagh5 9 7 OPUisll 

LBGH CROFTBt (8) (0) J A htenfi 9 9 7 

T G McLaughtai 14 B 

LOCH STYLE (7) RHofrriiead597 . .A McCarthy (3) 7 
WARRIOR KING (15) (D) J Banks * 9 T . WRyanlfiV 
ANETTA (7) J A ttefiE 4 9 Z . . - DHarrlson9B 
CRUZ SANTA (J32) M Qiaprnin 5 92 ..Oare Lund (7)1 
POStE CHAM (78) N Ubnoden 5 92 .D9anenay(3) 15 
BUWflESOWN(lS)fD) JLHams3S9 LChemeek12 

5NAPPYTWES(44)M0cds3B9 J Crural 5 V 

NEEDWOOD SPITFIRE (189) BMtxgan 364 

DHBiMcKeoMi6 

PoilYTEKMCK^mB) J L Eyre 3 8 4 .'. ... _ R Lappbi 3 

7MMNG (273) MW Easterly 3 84 DetaGareenB 

Snappy Times. 9-2 AIBnaorTs Mate. 81 Leigh Crottet, 8 
181 Faiicy A Femme, Bumiea Own, 181 others 

GORDON FOSTER MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,200 added 1m 

1 CHARUE CH00K M tAdneaux 4 9 B . .. . LChamodtl 

2 08 PLENTY OF SUNSHINE (450) Mrs N Macaiey 595 

P McCabe (3)5 

3 56 ABUSAMRAH (1 1) fl Aimgrortg 3 8 n RHHta B 

4 *8 CULCRAGG1E (190) J L Eyre 3 B Tl - ...TW«ams5 

5 8* KMQ PR»M (11) WJar* 3 B 11. J Fortune 4 

6 00 POLSKA MOOEUEIHt) (12) JGaeden 3811. ..GHM7 

7 5 THE EDITOR (30) (BF)HCed 3811 .... WRyan2 

B ?>- MHJjRHK ( 238) M Sfcu»?3 66 DNaflend3 

BETTING: 7-4 The Editor. 7-2 MRMr.81 Abusamiah. 81 QdcraBgia. 
Pataka ModeOe, 181 Nng Priam 281 tahera 

LEVY BOARD CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,500 added 1m 4f 


fi 068 

S 8 
BETTING: 81 
1 Lodi Style, 


2.50 


1 8000 YOUNG BKttflG (6) (C) (D) DChapnHfi4 BD 

ACntmelB 

2 38800 HAWA AL NASAMAAT (6) (D) M Snttavi 6 B 0 M Bynw (7) 

74 

3 05800 JAWHAH (18) D Udicto 4 B 12 Ata*Greavee3 

4 60080 SACCHIS (111(D) t&s J A CamadiD 4 9 6L Chamocfc It 

5 42800 M0UCHE(13) (D) Mra J Ramsden 4 9 B JFortiaM 15 

6 54360 GRAND CHAPEAU (59) (CD) D Metals 6 9 8 _F Norton 16 

7 08000 BENZO£(27)(CO)M3jfemeden8 97.D8nMnByp)? 

8 00084 WGHT FLIGHT (11) (D) R Fahey* 97. _ R Wanton p) 14 

9 050370 IVORY'S GRAB HlfCflSjmK terry 5 9 4.GF*rkner(« 

V X 008 TWYAA8 (2D9I (D) * -'.IT " — J ^ach9V 

11 30382 BRECONGtLLLAD (11) to (D) MHanmmd69 3 

Dean MdCeown 10 

V 338 THISTLE MM (23^ pF) T D Bairai 3 93...JC Dariey 22 

13 80020 RUM LAD (5) (D) J J Oran 4 9 1 G Parkki 17 

M 471-00 MIDDLE EAST (14) (0) T D Barren 5 9 0 — 0 Hoknd 1 B 

6 80300 ALFAHAAL (43) C Dnyv SBC J Lowe 13 

B 353P0 MIKES D0U8LE (11) (D) Mre N Macaiay 4 8 B. — 

P McCabe (3)21 V 

17 43521 llti5HAKEM (7) (D) E Alston 4 8 10 (6ai J F EganS 

16 3U06 ARCHHXD P05) G0ktrryd4B7 JCHodgaon4 

-S 36C8 MSSELMNATOR (262) JLI-tarre3B7 W Ryan 2 

20 00083 LOGANLEA (7) W MeGar 4 85- -DHarrtaon 12 

21 43060 KMG UNO (7) (D) Ms J Ramsttan 4 8 5— A McCarthy^ 

22 tXMO 3EA YA MAITE (8) (D) S Bonmg 4 8 2 .DMa G3acn 23 B 

23 -8CC aALLANTRAE BOY (8) (BF) J Golde 4 B 2 |6a0 — , — 

J McActay (7) 6 

3* 0346 DOUBLE POWSt (242) L LbycKlamas 3 6 0 TWBSS20 

BETTING: 1M Unshaken, 81 Bensne, Braconga Lad, 181 Jawhiri, 11- 
1 Mouche. Young Blgarig, 181 Batbnbae Boy, 181 Lnganiae, Hiddie 
East, M^itnghL Sea Yh Mata. 181 King Uno, Rum Lad, Thtabe Mft, 
25-1 Archaic. Gtwd Chapaau. IBM's Double, 33-1 AKahaai, Bacchus, 
tray’s Grab Hire, Mtes aminatoc 481 Double Pore* TTrwab. Hinia 
AINaeemaat 


5.00 


3.25 


1 3TH-0 DBSirFWHTERm(q»*5MRe«l8y79TUkCt*ami2 

2 O6V0 NIGHrCfTY(3J(OJKBurta79D. J3SManay(3}6 

3 522164 EVEZIO RUFO 08) N Lrmradan 694 Jt McCarthy (3)4 B 

4 53038 GOLDEN TfftMDBBOU (JI54) N Tinldei 5 9 2 K Dariqf 5 

5 000*8 REJNHARDT(413)LLtoydJBmes590 ..TWatamsS 

S 80335- HU. FARM DAN(St(340) Waisb(une787..AGsnh1 

BETTING: 9-4 Desart RgMec M Night Qi)L 81 Kfl Fann Dancer, 81 
Golden ThunttertMt, 13-2 Evnrio Rufo, 181 RebihanH 

ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 added 6f 


3.55 


1 4-2 BUSHWHACKS) (32) CEgetsK 9 7 DHantaon12 

2 HnJJNSN MhUnexn4 97 ..JLm»4 

3 0 BOLD SARAH (22) R HoSnshead 49 2. JlOdhtmeC 

4 08 DICE (21fl J Beldnfl 4 92 .„JEikB«del3 

5 0 ADOBE (12) J Goscten 3 8 Tl GHhuSIS 

5 04 BLACK ARMY (12) J Eustace 3 fl U JTMalB 

7 860 BOUNDLESS SHAPE (11) L Cunan 3 8 H .OUrtrha« 

6 48 Dffi>SPACE(237)(BF)EDiJ*3p3an K Dariey 1 

9 0 EASTW1WJS(i2)PWaiwyn38ll W Ryan 2 

D -53600 HOUSEONRRE(55)GWooctaefd3aii SDWtBaras14 

11 0 HUBSAR (28) C Thornton 3 BH . — ..Degar BeKeonn 10 


HELMS LEY HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£7,800 added 2m 

J Dmo SIBRyOMC(M}(D)M%xtudvE9tX DHotUdt 

2 01822 ONEFOURSEVEN (34) (CD) JL Eyre 59 2 —.TWHama 2 

3 1DG3 NOUFARI (FR) (B) (D) R Hdkrehaad 7 6 DA McCarthy (3) 1 

4 0085* SHADIRWAN (18) (CD) lAs A fared 78 B ...D Harrierm 9 

5 44030 CHARNWOOO JACK (44) U Tbrtirw 5 6 8. — .W RyanB 

6 54166 UNCHANGED (17) (D) J Ahtanis666.- DSomeney (3)3 

7 70*0/ BACKWOODS p31) (D) W Dsbrune 586 — A Garth 5 

B 1/080 GREAT EASBW (45) (D) W Storey B 8 1 __ J.donock7 
9 -300Q NOHTHHtN MOTTO (9) (0) J GcUe 5 8 1 - . jFEganS 

BETTING: 5-2 Ovtoureeven, 81 Noutarl, Great Eaoohy, 81 Embryon- 
ic, Shadhwan, 7-1 Northern Motto, 181 Unchanged, 181 atiwra 

KILBURN HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^00 
added 5f 

1 <HXXB SQUREOORME(2)(C)OOipiBndO{MllcOatfqr(3) W 

2 00080 KIRA (15) (D) J L Eyre 8 9 12 RLapphiS 

3 -05025 NOBALMO (17) Ms N Hacattey 4 9 7 — P McCabe (3} 3 V 

4 Q0CD8 ROYAL DOME (19Z) (D) HWfene69 2. WRyon2 

5 0B4Q5- FOR THE PRESENT (238) TD Barer 8 9 '-..D HnC*id8 

6 006-50 BALLYMOTE (T7) (D) J Beny 4 8 9 PFe»aey(3)7 

7 30000 SOUTHHW DOMINION (14) (D) MKJDaa682 

- TMBhbsSB 

8 06862 STOHYTELLH) (6) (0) MDods481 DrieGKwmlV 

9 20000 HI MUJTAHIO (7) 5 KettlewBl * 9 l J F Egan 4 B 

10 08186 5AKMOOflTAHftW(T1)TEattrtiy37f>JLChrenockS 

11 0S0D8 TIWCEKS SUWWSE (225) J Baking 4 7 10 J* CarfiMell 
BETTING: 11-4 For The Preaert. 7-2 Storytokec 81 Royal Dome, BM- 
tymato. Southern DamMcii, 181 SqUrs Carrie, NobMIno, 12-1 others 


5.30 


7.25 


HYPERION 

5.45 Cedar Square 6.20 Verldian 6.50 
C overdale Lane 7.25 Fairly Sharp 7.55 Eid 
8J25 Cuthlii Hope 8^5 Top Ace 


GOING: Good to Firm. 

• LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: D Nicholson 17-76 
(22 A%), U Ptpa 18104 (154%), G Richards 7-42 (187%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 15-44 |341%J. A Oobtun &28 
(285%). n Garrttty 823 pn.7%) FAVOURITES: 78201 (38JS%) 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


RADIO CITY 96.7 HANDICAP RT9 
HDLE £5^00 2m 110yds MAI 

771*36 YUBRALS (195) (CD) M F^pe 6 00 ._AP McCoy 

0-314 MORE DASH THAIKASH (1^ (D) Ms M Jones flu 11 

_._A Dobbin 

23-230 HGH W THE CLOUDS (13) (D) T Fc*d& E 77 8 S Wyme 

22062 HOUSE OF DREAMS (31) (D)GM Moore B 10 O NBerttay 

■1WM BALLADM (7) (D) 1*3 J Pitman 5 09 -GBmdtay 

B6F21 WtHSFORD HR1 (11) I Vi»am£ 7 T) 7 |Bk)..JiI ARzgeraH 

C3CGP0 FAiRlY SHARP (48) (D) JMadda5U5 .TBey 

BETTING: 81 More Dash Thancaah, 81 Whsftxd Hffl, 9-2 House 0( 
Orem, 11-2 Bafloku 81 High toltia Qcudta M WdrotaA FtMf Sharp 


5.45 


LIVERPOOL ECHO NOVICE HUNTERS 
CHASE (CLASS H) £2^00 3m If 

,TFJ>1 CEDAR SQUARE (1 6) V Dartre* 7 B 5 — Jlr JJrtas(5) 

8TTG LASTOPTtON(15) (P)Rtate6125. Jfcs F fteedhare (7) 
B3H81 HKT0NSTDWN LASS (14) TVWtodBi22 Mr RWdftrd (7) 


7.55 


MAGIC 1548 NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,200 2m 4f 


SKY 


4 *7704 BLAMlCt«QUE(Pe)Jj Coats B 12 tL — HrDCOM»(7) Uimtrel 


1 221-23 BD (20) (D) Mrs S Snwti 9 Tl 6 r. RWWnnn(5) 

2 22HP2 KINGS MWSTRAL (14) (D) D Loreb 8 Tl 6 J Burke 

3 ITOfi G&tKOBH Pfl (74) (1^ M Hannod 8 11 Q RGanftty 

4 S2E3 SONG OF THE SWORD (83) JOU5V 7 ..Jl A HtzgareW 
BETTING: 4-5 Song Of Tha Snorri, 6-2 Bd, 81 GemBujdx, 7-1 Kings 


BETT1NQ: 9-4 Cedar Square, 11-4 Lari Option 81 Hmonettwi Laas. 
7-1 Blank Cheque, 81 Easdaods H-Ught, 281 Gddan Drops, RaU Crazy 


6.20 


WEATHER BYS NOV HURDLE ITT] 
(CLASS D) £4,000 2m 4f fi Mi 

1 102227 TAMARINDO (FR) (10) M Pipe 5 11 12 APMcCDf 

2 F42B8 VERDIAN (17) H Handearn 5 11 S MARbunU 

3 00P6 BARTON BLACK (32) S&D(*Sien6T1 0 -ADoM*i 

4 033=90 BUCXALOON (21) W BnstXUTC 6 11 0 RMasaoyP) 

5 08 COWIANDO DANCER ^32) Jlfed«6110 TEhry 

6 000 OfC MORE FLING (9) lira S Sntti 5 It 0 G F Ryan (3) 

7 4KM4 PAHS PIKE (11) (D) P Mins M 6 11 0 HThorKon 

6 33*0* SALffl. (11) (Bf) Me J fttTBn 6 77 D GBreday 

9 00086 WW(KGp5 ttsJBro*n7 11 0...™ G Las 

BETTING: 84 'tamartndo, 5-2 Vhridlaii, 9-2 Ftarii Pike, T-1 SalaaL 381 
others 

CEDRIC CROSTON HANDICAP FTS? 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,100 3m Ifttllfl 

1 -61»3 B/ANGBJCA (90) (D){BF)M Pipe BBO APMcCoy 

2 -IfiOBB CWeUWLE LANE(20) Ite SSmBill flltflWMnaonp) 

3 3PP1P6 RUS9ANCA5Tl£(14)JWUe91}4 -GUM 

4 81231 JUKE BOX BUD/ (53) MreJ Brawn C DO A Dobbin 

5 I2TXB 7D5KANO (7) (D) (BF) D VBams 6 T) D RThoratoc 

6 2/3-tP ALBSir BLAKE (IflTRKnsay-n DO JtBrtaray 

7 05S60 HAmMQKXtD^MaJJontaitlVO, ST*ytar(3) 

Mnwruraue^t: /Qi Jrue/E^jpvta^ts.- Jt*eB»B*ySai2a, fcstene 
Sst I /fir. Aflwrr Stake Bat Bb. ttartingfard Ost 3b. 

BETTING: 81 Russian Castle, 7* Mb Box BfUy, 81 CovenWe Lam, 
Dnfcano, 82 EvnngeSca, 187 MarSngfoid, B-i Alrert Btake 


SUNDAY BEST COUTURE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £6,500 2m 

1 -t104P KNOW-NO-NO (22) (D) M HammcKl 9 12 0 RGnftty 

2 lira’s ELAIR CASTLE (23) (D) kteLRusasI 7 120 _A P McCoy 

3 31F6F1 CUTHILL HOPE (16) Ma S Snth 7 11 B GFRyan(3) 

4 8F035 SAVUT1 (209) G BaUrg 9 11 3 JF« 

5 632-F5 BRAZB-OR BUST (1ST) (0) P R Vtetbe 7 11 3 ...G Bradey 

6 ecu- EASTERN MAGIC (446) (0) (BF) G Barnett » ffl TJ.-P Hde 

7 85153 W«yFMERSWAY^1)(D)(aF)Nitandaraon7tlB 

MARzgamid 

8 -P3BB1 HAMIHG IBRACLE (48) (D) G Barnett 8 15 0 ..fl Rurad B 

9 -42631 LAST TRY (B6)(D)BfUMl 7tt4 AS&rriA 

10 234343 TARCTCH W (0) U W Eastotry B03 _ADobbaiB 

H 5*03 SKVBt UHX (11) (D) Us b) Ravdey 6 1} 0 GlM 

12 3456*0 CncULATION (32) (D) D MeCeir COO S Wynne 

MMnunr tOa Tnxh'cap v&Qtaz Stiver hOnx 5a 72b. Outie/on asS J to. 
ETTING: 4-1 CdNB Hope, 81 HaniogMkacte, 81 La« Try, 7-1 Vfty- 
tarata Why, Shrer Iftn, 81 Tajateh, 181 Know-No-No, 181 others 


8.55 


ARCHBISHOP BECK KS NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS D) £4,000 2m 110yds 

1 1A*1FD WYNYARDLAtrY(40)(D)MraMFtoretay711l GLae 

2 0P6562 A DAY ON TTC DUB (17) T Tate 5 T1D RGsrMy 

3 TO OJSCUW61IGHAH [29)(D)ttsM Friwfey 6110 .NSnriBi 

4 66605 JUST BHttiS) (7) B De Haan 6 11 0 MAFfagereld 

5 F4P0P0 KATSAfl(46)Uhteiincnd6nO ASSmlh 

6 /0DO3B S&ENT ACTION (33 N anti B DO U Shams 

7 004256 SPBBtSDfiJGHT (16^ TOuFtot 1) It 0 _K Johnson 

8 KMJ3 TOPACE(23)Gnchaids61tO A Dobbin 

9 6006 WBLDUNFRANK (11) WBnstauneSTI 0 .GBOdtay 

10 4S/PP- WHATASHOT (388) 0 McCain 8 110 & Wynne 

BETTBIG: 94 Wynjranl Udj-, 7-2 A Day On Tl» Dub, H)p **«&» 
Cunning ham, 181 Jwt Bayard, SBant Acdon, 281 othara 








y ? US * 


-in * 


s\* w 



, NERS:Cabdar9BDgm i^L==^ — “ 

l TTsAPPR«mcEs7 ANDICAP 

SSSK®T3M|fci 


4 08303 BffFeMMMEELPraB484 _SBuddef3 

5 65800 HCC0mD01VOpS)lfcGfees3B3---- 

Angela Herflay (6)7 

G 540000 GUfflHDffiBLUE(iqiSBi(te47S 

P Goode P) IB 

7 02080 PATHAZE (17) N Bycffltl 5 7 1] _J Sanson IQ 

8 640402 DESERT WYAD0I (15) D CbjpJTKi 7 7 73 — 

PH Quito (^4 

9 000 DifiMNUSE{Sf)ADdEn470JBBStay{3)9 

10 BMJW SUNQWUAB.TOOBU55LRwa6710~ 

—C Cogs: (3) 8 

urerentRlTOBi IhBlrafBkap«#6fo:fttTH!E7aSS.Dsr- 
9w»WD6r7s77Ii DutarMan 7»5a Smts/tS^ So rfl2Si 
BETTDfG: 81 RWarTs WU, 9-2 Desert Invade; 81 Goitt- 
rtiBW*!, 81 JuM Bob, Sunday Mai Em. 12-1 ottm 

6,40 MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS EJ £4^00 2Y05f 

1 MUJAG8IMWEas39hy66 T Lucas 1 

2 fi BUffiY(5) U Obtoi 83— AlfcetayS 

3 SUPBlFDMJMh1jatsa7i8; -JCartBS 

4 RED VENUS J Beny BZ — teaWjnds(5)3 

5 0 TBtPRAMEtnW. (8) DH Joses 6 2 

_JMftHMedy2 

6 (S VU£AMCSIAR(1(I) MEe3SZ Rllidanp)d 

7 30 BfflSWDWDYpaUlltfaTIE 

DBn*nllaffiffltJ)7 


BETTING: 1 M Red Vareo, 7-2 Volcanic Star; 81 Surer Fo- 
rtra, il-a Bundy, 81 Ibjagoa, 81 oibn 

7.10 CMPE GLASGOW HANDICAP 
(CLASS' E) £5,000 1m 

T 04280 QUETV0IIUHE(12G)ISanpte4|H) 

Darren Motel (3) 3 


■6BW ASKHtN 
0803 


D H Jmes 7 9 13 N Kareredy 13 
(aguCfeytoBSC . — 


4 00831 fUSHIALXBf njOOD(Q)MsUFtad^49l1 . 

JICbBbe4 

5 £086 HCKNTIMA (9) M Hsiyicnd 4 9 5 dtanll 

6 KW-O JONAHOLLEY (JZ^UHanmrrtl 590 

AWMten(^9 

7 OOH THE UUNROS (15) J G&fe -7 9 Q K Datoy 10 

8 £606-0 ROSA ROYALE (9) W Sary * 8 fl J Fanning E 

9 C8540 WAifflSA MOON (8] M StttMi 4 E 9 

— DMema^i(7)l3 

tj 03338 WINSTON (190) J ECfrsC 589 . J Carrera 1 

1133341 GB8»EJ0HN(S}Jf%lffl5S9l5av 

J Fortune 5 

3 83222 CABCHAft^BUE(t^TJMajgftn63B— . 

JlMdtanfflld 

t) -XA-X KATEIOISA/TE (tZ)Gfees595 F Lynch 2 V 
'4032330 NM8YBARNBF)Elrsaa965KtnTi«4iter7 
? 83X2 SWSETNQIE(qLftn3n47tJCagaa(T)l2 


itnrauffl: 7st Wb True hankzp woghESmgtfcie 7$ 4h 
BETTIHG: 7-2 KnofaUecneeza, 7-1 FtaattaMh' Flood, 
Cabetega Bba, 8-1 Jora Ni^«Y W dtm 

7.45 UK PLANT SELUNG HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3,000 1m 3f 

1 fflKMO K£EP8AnuNG{5)JGctteS9l3JCDariey7 

2 28064 GADR0QH(15) PHslain4 96 — J FbrtunB2 

3 5080 SPBCUtAnVEd1)WSSir8y494.Jftanii^ 

4 2850D PCHmESOPHE(4MBnltan793. - 

... OMe»r Bg h(7)8 

5 00004 THANKSKHTHp) JJONE036 X3.J CtiroBS 

6 (XKDO MARafllA(tl)Elnc!sa48Ti.jamT«*tar6 

7 SHKSl BREYDONfflPMwitetfhSBiI (5e«J 

„ OPeares 

8 840E BULIE ANCHOR (39) ttsUffereiey 366- 

.ft fiAaifl 10 

9 -40034 S»«niBCdaWDbh»iMn786 

JtMito(3)9- 

t) 846E WnaflSLADVWRI*«aar685 

_K Sfced (G) 1 V 

BETTM3: 82 faap Baaing, 81 She Andiot 81 Sraydon, 
SfauUecodt, 81 Gadreore 12-1 otoere 

8.15 M L POWER RENTAL MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 1m 4f 


1 HQNTYSRETURNDMofiaD5BB 

_J) Motel (3) IV 

2-43504 AHSKSWfl^VTtaTpwnSSF.OhmZ 

3 02 MARBDPOIW (13) U Stole 3 87 J Lynch 4 

4 02 RKW60NDHB±(24) BH33B7 . JC Dailey 3 
BETTING: 1811 MBlt^pQM 84 Rtebimd W, 14-1 Aic- 
IfcSter, 181 Monty's Return 

8.45 WOODSIDE HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4,000 1m 5f 

1 EW3 FUAL(12) JFtot»5B0 K Dariey 7 

5 04-133 THEBUnHnMKKa(4nniytey597 — 

AWkstaa^B 

3 600»- SADMADBAD(Jt3)M^Mte^fey493— . 

— JFBtm«2 

4 -2DB TYC00NTWA/T7) WBttaihP4 92 

R Milton (3)3 

5 54580 MEMNBLUEfU) lSenyli968i - JC*ntrfl5 

6 45038 SALES LAD (21^1 Senate 4 B tl . RLappin 4 

7 543463 NKTTA^ STM (4) M Bnflar 5 8 13 

Dlfanatfi(7)6 

8 /DOCK- JUNGLE FROM (339) JBohe) 5 7 10 . - 

- --JfcneBMoBanfSji 

L&riwjn r Tst Tt» TheftandcqrngttJ^rgbRasfi/sKi 
BETIWIS: MTheBananiidi Kid, 742FW.82 Sad Had Bad, 
HTVaronTVri.7-1 Kkto'a Stat 12-1 EWysn Bto, Sataae 
lad. 28-1 Jungle FraMi 


Newbury 


2.10 Golden Sllca (nb) 
2.40 Gorse 

3.10 Papua 


HYPERION 
3.40 Jibe . 

4.15 PANTAR (nap) 
4.45 Tfiatefi i nastef 


CB7 Store Rtog W (OAPa 

T Qtdnn 34-253 (04%L Pat Eddery 86-349(04%). 

• FAVOURnES: 173 ware hom 54S ra«e pt7%) 

fljWOSRSOFWST 7)M£’ Ftyamn HIM 1443- 


2.10 


HIGHCLERE STUD FILLIES' CONDITIONS STAKES 
(CLASS C) £8,000 addedZYO 5f 
m kastaww nn (Q) (oa« J M*»l JBaiyBQ ■■ ■■..- -- - 

AMAZ8WDREAM(IteP8»PJl*»«) RHan,DnB3 - ~ 7 ~ , 

ftUBMETA0iSA)lAiSwed)CBretart85 --LD^"3 

BETTING: 84 GeBten Stoa. 81 KMWv'm'S.W P<«k 81 Antrim, Dream. Daahi- 

iggn^MA^&l) 2 6 5 K Dtotay ffl-l P WW«TP> 4wn W 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE ’ 

rmi neM er t ra #4 ctca H lawtem ntpriirinfl B QQOd tfhXt QVBT 1 1 OUt 8W RBI 00 we* 

dttora raca at C2iester lari turn Kaataarey vm SI 
warnber h&vtng macte a» when shaKan up ran on wrtJp final 
ProBpacwby I’M Autwtata Is a DayjurfiBy oul forite 
fcd^K Pride By. halFstator to wkinerti 

s«w to threa wintmg aprk^ Deariiiba ra a Dast^^otaajtba^*ter » tfw 

de-dsmnee vrinnre Smart Btocfe SmMwby, nq 

turtonft but we acmn headed finrlnQ r« m^arto tWshrteawnd 

Tony ^a « 91 conanons race at Safcbury last time. selactorv GOLDEN wLCA 


2.40 


FURLONG CLUB CONDmONS STAKES 
(CLASS B) £12,500 added 3YO 6f 


RATINGS 

, W3-0 BOPVGUAHP B9)(D)(HRH Pmce Fahd Sakiai) P. 0*8?.---. T g**' V** 

2 55381 BQU1B0GE (438 (CO) (lady Whart and Friends) Httmm 9 &-Ja M WtaB B W 

3 1312-0 JMMYTOO (13| (D) IJDGrahani)BMiAtahon95 

4 71634- TTTANK (200) ISheili Uchammed) JQcedai9 5 -.TStSSSSS 

5 12266- CXWTACHY CASTLE (200) (BF) E UrpkiRre) B tteshan 9 0 MHteySTflB 

6 1 GOflSE 1 12) (D) (GiOTfifld Lid) H Candy9Q CftMreBMfi 

7 12381 DMOTS(34) (D) (MraO JrtjgheNBflatog88 — -IMalW 

a DiOTM AJKl DANCBt (11) (Tntwhi Racng Parawstip) M Chanrcn B G ... J Retd 1 tin 

- 8 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Gores, 81 Bold Edge, 11-2 Jimmy Tbo, 81 TTtanle, Oku Ote, 182 Cortachy Cas- 
Ua, 7-1 Bodyguard, 12-1 Aft Dancer 

1997: %nia 3 9 9 K Dsriey 82 (B Merinn) dmn (t) 7 ren 

RMM GUIDE „ 

GORSE was held ip and tab ever ii out tor an easy A dory P l^njnnre B«d n 61 
maiden race to SeSsbrey fast time, benttofl Prerrere Baron by 9L BoBEt^a qtade w- 
tualy afi. ridden and held on reel inside trial furlong tor his victory at 64 cotuSWfre 
at Lfik»«re Iasi month, beating Tajasur by a nock. Jtavny Tbo waa'amn beaten , rath 
ol 18, 131 behrid Krig Of Kings n 2D00 Guneaa at Newmarket testhma TTUaM was 
held up and nddan 21 out. bm finished one- paced, fourth of e^it, 27 J behind 
Bo Frandy in 5f conditions raca at {Jngfieki ri October. Dim Ota was always racng 
pmminsrrtlyL gong dare over if out lor her victory; In fit handtoap at Kampton m ApnL 
beatng Robn Goodtetow by Ml In ig-runner field. Cortachy Caatle was always promt- 
nerd, ridden over 2f out. but Brushed axth ow-pacod. 374 back to Legs Bo Frendya 
raca Bodyguard was held up ri rare and produced some effort 2 1 out but hung right 
and oava no impress On to firesh seventh of eight at behrid Ybriries Boy hi 51 Listed 
race at Nowmartiat test month Ajlg Dancer toot ground n final St to finish tnxfrgt 
out. 131 behind bland Race In 6f condtrons raca at Kemptorv Sanction: GORSt 


3.10 


MIDGHAM HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8,000 
added 1m 4f 

1 065-00 GRMfF (13 ) (D) ||Ab B atonti) □ EtaMrih 5 9 13 .NPotatd(7) 1 91 

2 20380 MERSEY BEAT (23) [Bryan R»re*) G L Mocre « P 12 WRarintxmll 33 

3 30066- PAPUA (J43) (Robai UkauTE) I Bridng4 9l2 1 Dettori 4 85 

A 13438 BfT OH THE SIDE (188) (D) IB Baste) N Berry 997 A Eatery (7) ID S’ 

5 2226- AWESOME WB1S (235) (Bl^ (CkvectenShKQH Csd4 97 K Fafan 3 n> 

8 20048 P RO B D) MGHT p33) (C) (IQ ID G Oirston) 5 Dow 5 9 5 JOtrimS 89 

7 21 TO- FtLMORE WEST pOZ)(Qnsk4toer 'Aright] DArt5Uritol593._. 8 Whlhasrth 13 95 

6 04080 ALISALBI (12) (CD) (J hahn)WMre5B11 : — J Reid 3 83 

9 1*608 KBfS BRAVE (IBS) (J K 9m) B Mwhan 3 8 0 PWEdetary12 87 

D 43900 SUDEST (21) (D) (Ftabert HicHns) 1 Bakrig 4 8 9. — ._... -Marrin OnywS 706 

11 0008 KtNGSASSHJBUf (213) (Evahopafifct) JGSmy#vCbboumB6B5JtPerhani8 3a 

12 1-60B RANDOM KINDNESS (10) (BF) (9*9 Racng) Rlngani 584 .A McGtane 6JJ3 

O 38000 MYSTIC RIDGE (1 7) (P Byraei 0Clitey*7 15 JOikmT 35 

-13 declared - 

BETTING: 81 Aneoma Watt. 81 Papua. 11-2 Random Krickwaa, 81 ATa AHM. Mersey Bear. 
Uyattc ndge, 81 Grid, 11-1 IGrata Brew, 181 Premier MgM, 181 Bit On The Side. 281 Kings 
AearenMy, Suderi, 381 Hmora Went 

19971 VWtechupel (USA) 9 9 10 L Detkw 82 ter (tart Hirtngtonl *nm ff» 7 ran 

PQ RM 

AWESOME WELLS chased leader and ted over Bf out mi St out. but waalmned r> 
last futong to finch fifth of six, 221 behind Ferny m In im 41 Bmrted stakes race at 
Kampton tast September. Random Kindness was always promnanL leadng from 3f 
out uifl 2t out bui was unable to quicken and friehed second of C. 2i betenc Crtn- 
ban imAthreicficap at Bnghion. Papua was heW ip, rraVtog headway i»nth three lur- 
tongs to ga but was uidsf pressue tor the final ftrtong and tnEhad fifth of 2D Zlbehind 
rittyatthi %n 4f harickcap mce at NewmarKel « Octobar. Grid was navor near iq cra)- 
lenge and flntahad 12th of 14, hi behind American Whcpw id Newmarket n im 2t hand- 
icap lest tone. Mersey Beat ma always beftnd, coming home eighth ol u 151 behmd 
Assured Gamble in m 41 handteap re Epsom in Apr*. Vernier Nlgtit made no head- 
way ri the final 31 flrashing wdh at ia 101 behrid Jlyush at Newbury ri 2m handicap 
last September. Bn On The Side finished 23rd ol 34 re Dm cast or to 1m at handicap 
last November. Al'sAEbl was headed 4f out and weakened, finishing sewnth of h *51 
behrid Arctic Owl W im 4f handcap at Newmarket Selection: AWESOME WELLS 


3.40 


NEWBURY FILLIES’ TRIAL STAKES 
(LISTED RACE) (CLASS A) £16,500 

roimatEi ~ 


added 3YO Im 2f £11 ,340 

1 1 ABYAAN (17) (D) Ahmed 41 MaKnuni J Gasden 8 9 LDtnonl 7B 

2 64825 AKARfTA (9) (Baratoie Stod Lid) B McMahan 8 9 TOurinS 91 

3 8 GENOA (is5) (R D Hointjsnonh) B Hit 8 9 .. -FriEdrieryS ?2 

« 4&30 Jtte(UfiA)(12)(KAbflUbJHOedB9 KFatOnAltS 

5 1 SUtJAMA (30) (l^CylWfischid) JG SreytlvOaxjurne B9 RPwhBm2 72 

-Sdectared- 

BETT1NG: 811 Jftw. 7-2 Abyaan, 81 Genoa. 81 Sultana. 181 Akarto 
1997: Ibstvnah (USA) 369 KFelon 1-2 ta« (H CecS) rkawn (i) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

JIBE Hacked leaders, having every chance 2f ouL but weakened over 11 outto Inch 
eighth of % 271 behind Cape Verdi ri 1000 Guineas re Newmarket Abyaan was held 
ip. making headway 3f out and tekng lead If out to gain victory ri ran 2f maiden race 
at Bath ri Apr! beatng Rad Ramona by 2L Genoa never troubled barters, finishing 
sixth cm 71 behrid Pontoon at Newmarket ri 71 maden race last November Sultana 
made good headway 21 out led wet rode final furlong and ran on Strongly 1o win 71 
maiden race at N c w mari r a t «i April bealrig Aloha Dancer by VJIn fi-ntoner field Akari- 
ta chased leaders but weakened approaching final teriong to Irish fifth ol eight 171 
behind Ugh And Low at Chester in im 31 ®es raca Selection: JBE 
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CROOKHAM MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 3YO im 


ALCAZAR U Rapad F Mekosa Ci Pwfe UStoimjJ Dunlop 90 T Guinn 12 

CONNOISSEUR BAY (UBA) (225) (R E Swgmri P □uppte-Hyam 9 o . . JRdd4 

BB- DRJdlSHA (21?) (T/flicr Palntng) G Meehsn 9 0 RFtrench7 

DOM SHADGED (David Shrirn) Urt Hurtngdcn 9 0 —W R Swinburn 13 

EATON SQUARE (ISA) (KAiriJa) HCeot90_ AMcGtone 15 

BJ= GANT HERO p5) (Ben Alen) R Homon 9 0 . P Htaknons (7) 20 

0*- GOLDEN REPfUMAND (no) {Gnorpe E K tao| R Huron 9 0 RPerhamlO 

I WBH YfflJ LOVE |Bdb LNananQ R Hannon 9 D — HJOCoonorl 

ON THE RIDGE (BuckiamCbtrHokfeKplH Cedi 9 0 _KFa»on2 

RAaFYCIferyBenson)Wttjr90 Merfin Dwyer 18 

D8D3 RANTAR (12) (fatal Htehrs) i Baktog 9 0 MEdrferylT 

SULEYMAN Aedy Anrebet Gcitentni RO«arton90 fl Cochrane 19 

8 TEMPS! LAD (US^ (338) (K AbrUa) J Oosden 9 0 J. Dettori 22 

20080 IP TIE WALL (BT) (The Up The Wfel flartnerdiip) term Beny 9 0 -A NichoBs (7) 11 
00 WRj) COLONIAL BOV (11) (G HcMcartkSprK) R Hamm 9 6. — .-DmOTtefflB 
COPPBl COOKE f9rer and Eke line Racing Oil) UFUgaseB 9 _.CloMher21 

FRSXJRA (Peter GdOng) M Btansnad 69 J Oufam i* 

INDtAN FLAG (12) (P Sa«efingj J Endger 3 9 — JlDalyffllB 

OO HBD5UHMER ROMANCE (17) fTheo tted*^HDn} B Meetan'B 9 HTU*dB5 

80 PRECISION FINISH fl 7) (Alan Spagj m ’fofrnaitBB) J Cifltan 69 .. L Newton 9 

PUSSYGAlflRE(1fl(Rarmondtbo6i)D&ecrt»B9 ._SDkhuk3 

0 RIVERS RAINBOW (14) [rtot L Meaifl D ChQpd 6 9 S Sanders S 

-22 (teetered - 

BETTI HG: IM CgnootaaaarBH 81 On The Ridge, 81 Golden Itaprtmand, 181 Ereoa Square, 
(tantac 181 Alcazar, DBrneba. Etagare Haro. Stdeymrei. Ttenper Lad, Posey Galore, 28-1 oth- 
ers 

19971 FaOttut Son fUSAj 3 9 0 J fed C-1 IM Stone) drawn (8T * ran 
FORM GUIDE 

CONNOISSEUR BAY led after It untd over 11 oul kept on but rta chance with -run- 
ner. finis h ing second of 22, I'M behind Ouet Asswance a Newmarket m 71 2y marf- 
en race ri October. On Tha Ridge e a Rsk Me cott halt -brother u winnng mier Bamer 
Ridge. Golden Reprimand made headway over 21 out. ran on wafl made final turfcng 

to manage fourth nt 2D. a beiwid Atut at Newmarket ri Bf maiden race n October 
Esa t on Square s a NreeyBv colt out at Jotypha, winner of the French Celts Pantar 
chased leaders on far side, having every chance over if oul and stayed to take thnf 
in Z7-runner field. 41 behrid Tom Oouga) in fin 31 handicap at NowmaiksL Abazar t, 
a Atao gakJrig, href-brother to nnrang m6ar Rapier. Selection: CONNOtSSE Jfi £AY 
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MAY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added to slakes 
1m2f 

METEOR STRKE (USA) (J4^m(SPTntefU*s A Peretl 4100 PNEdderylB 

TQUGKLEADERt45)(BF)(GGGrayscn|BHartuy49-£ RFtrend;20 

AaAJANY(lD)(Jt*n White end fetnosfU OBKin49e JQuimt2 

VOLA VIA (U5A1 (Z7) (t^ (G M Smart] l BMkng fi 9 12 . . „ie«no Mastermn (7) 4 

HUGWITY (14} (tfl (MchaslCtWHBBy)Q B7»wy69l1 WHSwtntxjro 13 

2QOMUP(14)n(UaSteUHs3Uvas49iO S Sanders 19 

PffiliraiSffil/OKWlISJiaJMBniW&artDAWnaSJFJJIWktoittl? 

RUSSIAN RBJ010N (27) Jan A6er|LfisPDutSakf 494- _J Quran b 


XFafloolO 


BEV Bl(J5 2) [tire JCed) Mrs J CecUB h J6H«n Dwyer 22 

PSSNCSSS DANSLLE (ffl ( 0 J <Jl>5 HSfffi IVCfc/HP/ Kite 6 fl I? . ... J Red 21 
ABSOLUTE UTOPIA (USA) (226) ® |U T Lreranx) N ctoty 5 E 9 .DamONe2S5 
PUNKAH (J3ft (0) (tstCxrt Ltd & D J Paten) G McCcurtS 5 7 _ W J ffCermar9 
RJ£AWAYHIU.(FR)(1l) [PBnc£eyF-«^)P Hans436 . .. . C-loaEier 3 E 
StU/ERY (27) ITTe 'rtatra-. Fsrtrartfpj £ Vixthan 4 86 . RCaefuaaaS 

SEADAKDQpB(D)'rCaS')JE«§3a83 ADatafJJK 

SANaAM0REMBJB)Y(FBHt1)B49Ra3n3)H!ngr2m4 32 . -AMcGter^ll 

ARD0flr(IS](fiUmwC5ecsak5J9O . , ..CRuffirt 

J8JYWOO(4);teJwc5B^osr-)PH^waid47a PD»(5)M 

- 22 declared - 

ASnonum wrgfit 7£ iffis True tsnasefi i Too 7 a -Sb 

BETTttC: 134 Abapny.PnrrierGoieralion. 81 Tough LeadeLCMlyiQueM. IM Voia Via Zoan 
Up. Mans Lady. Ron s Ptt Thatcftmastet Preieesa Daniaflo, Absolute Utopia, tt-i sftcro 
1997: Prema Genaranai - B 73 5 r2v*icrtr. 7-1 (3 A/bAna) easn ?-■ 22 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

ABAJANY led until headed 1i cui. f.ntlng no ertra to take sc ccno . 21 tK'Vrc 5 '52* 
The Rules at Chester ri fir. II r^miaap Premier Gmerettoa teed mi s,a :• ij> 
but headed inside traJ fartang and fesheo Jars? d 14 8 afih-nc 
Poraetract ntm 2» har-iiap :zst rnanrv fbugh Loader Hide haaBwov <f 



Quest at Newmarket in fin 2: nans 133 


Sefecvoir. 43- J7.% • 




Atherton ready to take international stage 


Cricket 


By David Lfeweffyn 

at Canterbury 

Kent 186 
Lancashire 419-8 

IF ANYONE had any doubts 
about the state of Michael 
Atherton's game, they must 
have been emphatically dis- 
pelled here yesterday. 

The popular perception that 
the former England captain's 
career was in terminal decline 
was dismissed with contempL 


Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

While not exactly putting 
Kent to the sword — it was a 
somewhat blunter instrument 
that he wielded to great effect 
— Atbertdn certainty made 
Kent's day in the field a miser- 
able one. There were no dra- 
matics from him. Not an alarm 
went off during his stay, which 
lasted seven and three quarter 
hours. The progress was serene. 
He was unhurried, unflustered, 
lb watch him compile his first 
first-class hundred - and indeed 
his first century in any form of 


cricket since the one he scored 
against Surrey at The Oval last 
September- was rather like sit- 
ting in one’s garden and turn- 
ing the pages of War and Peace-, 
some bits were uninteresting, 
but if the eye slopped the oc- 
casional page it did not matter 
too much as there was plenty of 
time to pick up the plot. 

In the context of Atherton’s 
perceived situation of having to 
fight with the pack to ensure his 
place in the lest side, then it was 
a fascinating read. Chapter by 
chapter Atherton gradually re- 
stored himself as someone who 


is likely to be one of the chief 
protagonists for this summer's 
series against South Africa. 

It took him more than five 
and a half hours to reach the 
45th first-class hundred of his 
career and his 26th for Lan- 
cashire. There were just seven 
fours in the 31 1 balls he faced. 

By then he was well on the 
way to a fifth-wicket stand of 
121 with Mike Atkinson, who 
added a bit of pizzazz to the 
Lancashire innings as he 
cracked a good-looking 87 
with a six and 14 other bound- 
aries before holing out on the 


mid-wicket boundary in mid- 
afternoon. If a shadow of crit- 
icism could be permitted to 
pass across the sunshine of 
Atherton's welcome return to 
form, it would perhaps be that 
Lancashire missed out on a 
fourth batting point by just five 
runs. Maybe it was because 
Atherton spent 71 minutes in 
the 80s and a further half 
hour in the 90s. But that is just 
being picky. 

Besides, he had a partner at 
the time, the wicketkeeper Yfor- 
ren Hegg, who himself went on 
to reads a worthy fifty. It was 


absorbing stuff throughout, 
watching two contests, that of 
bat against ball and man against 
himself. 

Eventually, some time after 
tea, the last page was finally 
turned. In attempting to cut the 
404th ball of his innings Ather- 
ton succeeded only in present- 
ing Call Hopper at slip with a 
catch off Matthew Fleming. 
The book closed with Atherton 
having passed the 150 mark for 
the nin th time in his distin- 
guished career, and he had 
helped Lancashire's - and his 
own - cause no end 


World Cup 
tickets on sale 


Peirce’s stand boosts Sussex Hive of activity off the field 


By Jon Gulley 

at Trent Bridge 

Nottinghamshire 275 and If -3 
Sussex 324 

TOBY PEIRCE, the young 
Sussex batsman, describes his 
relaxations as “aviation, dining 
out and wine by the bottle,*' 
which makes him sound like 
some sort of latter-day Biggies, 
perhaps with a dash of Bertie 
Wooster thrown in. In short, the 
kind of chap you might expect 
to wield a cricket bat with a 
good measure of joie de vine. 

If this is the case, he dis- 
guised it well yesterday. Having 
survived a crisis on Wedneday 
In which two of his partners 
failed without scoring, the 24- 
year-old opener resolutely held 
his groand until well into the af- 
ternoon, an inniifgs s pannin g al- 
most five and a half hours of 
cricket as soporific as the balmy 
warmth in which it unfolded, ft 

Smith inspires 
Leicestershire 

BEN SMITH scored 121 not out 
to strengthen Leicestershire’s 
stranglehold on their match 
with Gloucestershire at Bristol 
yesterday. Smith hit 12 fours and 
faced 211 balls before his side 
were bowfed out for 351 - a lead 
of 217. Gloucestershire dosed 
on 146 for 6, stfll 71 runs adrift 

The Surrey bowlers, Alex Tu- 
dor and Saqlain Mushtaq, 
ripped through Hampshire's 
frail batting to put their side in 
right of victory al Southampton. 
Itidor look 4 for 32 and Saqlain 
finished with 3 for 62 as Hamp- 
shire were disnesed in 54 overs 
for 189. 

Maiden half-centuries by 
James Pyemoot and captain 
Quentin Hughes afforded Cam- 
bridge University the rare lux- 
ury of a declaration against 
Glamorgan at Fenner’s. Pye- 
mont made 54 after sharing an 
opening partnership of 75 in 27 i 
overs with Kent-registered Ed . 
Smith. But the main innings of j 
the day came from Hughes, who j 
made 84 before falling. 1 


may prove the foundation for a 
Sussex win after their brightest 
young bowler, 23-year-old 
James Kirtley, had reduced the 
home side to 1 1 for 3 last night 

At the end of it all the poor 
fellow was out for 96, !bw to a 
trundler, which was less than he 
deserved. You could not blame 
him in the slightest for being 
cautious. Having failed to make 
the most of a first day when the 
ball swung, Sussex in reply had 
slipped to 61 for 4 by the 10th 
over yesterday, a highly un- 
promising position from which 
to attack Nottinghamshire's 
275. 

However, aided in like style 
by 22-year-old James Carpen- 
ter, Peirce shifted the balance. 
Ittook51 avers, but by the time 
umpire Roy Palmer granted 
Mathew Dowman bis ninth 
first-class wicket (in five sea- 
sons) and sent Peirce cm his way, 
the two left-handers had added 
147 runs. 
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Actually, it was not all dull. 
Carpenter, who had carefully 
negotiated 136 balls in making 
45, smacked the next one back 
over Paul Strang’shead to reach 
51 with a six. 

There was an odd passage, 
too, in which Peirce, looking un- 
likely to be dislodged by any of 
Nottinghamshire’s toiling 
bowlers, was almost run out 
three times in the 80s. 

Carpenter, whose 65 was a 
career best, ultimately depart- 
ed by that method. But a plat- 
form had by then been 
established for Keith Newell, 
who scored 48, and Paul Jams, 
who made 25, to attain a lead 
which looked especially useful 
when Nottinghamshire, who 
had Jason Gallian under treat- 
ment for a tom groin muscle, 
lost Paul Pollard, the night- 
watchman Alex 'Wharf - bag- 
ging a king pair for his trouble 
- and then Tim Robinson to the 
lively Kirtley. 
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By Henry BkrfeJd 

at Lord's 

Middlesex 204 and 151-3 
Somerset 253 

THE cricket went to sleep on 
a warm and pleasant afternoon 
after the rain had claimed 20 
overs at the start It gave one the 
chance to have a look at all the 
other activities which are mak- 
ing Lord's such a centre of the 
Universe at the moment 

The noise of hammers, the 
metallic hiss of welding tools 
and the odd flash of a blowlamp 
kept us all on our toes. 

The batsmen did not find 
the boundary with anything 
like the frequency they had 
managed on Wednesday. Led 
by a most responsible innings 
from Mark LatbweJL Somer- 
set’s lead of 49 still looks as if 
it might be significant; Mid- 
dlesex batted again to try and 
make sure that it was not 


against a disgracefully slow 
over rate. 

At first glance, the new me- 
dia centre looks as if it may have 
lost its way on the journey to 
Cape Kennedy. It has been ab- 
sorbed into a maze of scaffold- 
ing and is tying forlornly on its 
side, a huge and mildly inebri- 
ated white sausage. Characters 
in hard white bats clambered 
over it all day. 

Of course, it blocks the view 
of some of the trees at the Nurs- 
ery End and now there is no 
chance of glimpsing the St John’s 
Wred church through the foKags, 
a sight especially dear to Gubby 
Allen when be ruled over Lord’s 
through the Committee Room 
windows for all those years. In 
fact, the space ship, although a 
surprise, is not offensive. 

Buildiag also continues 
apace on the upper decks of the 
□ew Grandstand where there is 
also a myriad of scaffolding ac- 
companied by intermittent 


bangiog. They plan to complete 
it by the 18 June, the first day 
of the Lord’s Test match. Keep 
your fingers crossed 

The new computerised 
scoreboard at the back of the 
Compton Stand is all the things 
most such scoreboards are not 
ft is beautifully dear and bright, 
startlingly accurate and tells 
you everything -or just about 
everything - you wfll want to 
know except the detailed extras. 
By the way, Father Tune’s tem- 
porary home on top of the Tav- 
ern scoreboard has now become 
his permanent resting place. 

Lathwell’s first innings for 
Somerset this year was a fine 
piece of batting while Richard 
Johnson worked hard for his 7 
for 86, his best figures since he 
took 10 for 45 against Der- 
byshire in 199 4. Middlesex’s 
resistance then centred around 
Justin Longer, the obdurate 
Western Australian, who 
reached a good fifty. 
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By Derek Pringle 

NO DOUBT mindful of the 
ticketing farce sunn raiding the 
footballing equivalent due to 
start next month, the England 
and MfeJes Cricket Board has re- 
leased half a mfliionV/brid Cup 
tickets for sale to the public. 

However, with the first 
match not due restart until this 
time next year, decisions to 
buy tickets may seem a long way 
off. Indeed, with only 10,000 
tickets available re the public for 
the final at Lord's, it looks as if 
the only decision available to 
ditherers will be whether to 
watch the match on terrestrial 
or satellite television. 

The tournament, which be- 
gins on 14 May nest year at 
Lord's, when England play the 
current holdere, Sri Tanim will 
comprise 42 matches. Initially the 
12 teams will be split into two 
groups of six, each team playing 
the other members of their 
group. There then follows the Su- 
per Six part of the tournament, 
when the top three teams from 
each group play the successful 
teams in the other group. In all, 
nine matches will be played in ths 
phase, from which the four semi- 
finalists will be decided. 

On a good day, Lord’s holds 
30,000, and the final on 20 
June will be brimming. As the 
private dub which owns Lord’s, 
the MCC will have 8,500 tick- 
ets allocated to it for purchase 
by its 17,000 members. The re- 
mainder of the final tickets will 
go to debenture holders (2,000), 
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the International Cricket Couo* . 
cil and sponsors (5,000), anti 
overseas sales (4,000). 

The bad or good news, de-f 
pending on whether you have 
both the time and the resources, 
is that few, if any, final tickets 
will be available without adopt- 
inga“fmallmkedpaclagp.’’T^ 
comprises a. minimum of six 
games, including at least three 
in the first round of group 
matches. Even then, no more 
than four tickets^ wiB be available 
per application for any match, 
and only two for the fowl. 

If England were to. win 
through to the final, it, would 
be possible to watdyfeven of 
their 10 games fop£s little as 
£190. The same amount gets 
you about 90 minutes of Pava- 
rotti, or three FA Cup finals , 
providing you know the right 
people. 

Keen to avoid accusations of 
crusty Elitism, the organisers are 
calling the event the “New 
faces of cricket” With its catchy 
“Booker T goes salsa” theme 
tune, they are hoping to “take 
the game to the people with a 
Carnival theme.” 

Anyone interested should 
phone 0870 606 1999, and leave : 
their name and address. Appli- 
cation forms -which can be also 
picked up at any of the first-dass 
cricket grounds, as well as na- 
tionwide branches of the 
NatWest Bank - will then be ■ 
sent out. Although tickets will 
not be issued until April neat 
year, a credit card line wiB be in 
operation from the end of July. - 
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Sampras 

surprised 

by Chang 


John Roberts 
»n Rome 

^ETE SAMPRAS won the Ital- 
ian open title before the “Ark”, 
which is not as long ago as it may 
seem, since the wooden Centre 
Court at the Faro Italico was 
completed in 1996. two yeara af- 
ter the world No l"s impressive 
triumph on day. Yesterday, 
however. Sampras’s largety dis- 
appointing experiences on the 
sport's slowest surface found a 
new dimension when he was out- 
served by Michael Chang, 11 
aces to five. 

The day’s other surprise was 
sprung by Brett Steven, a 29- 
year-old New Zealand jour- 
neyman, who defeated Spain's 
eJuirlos Moya, the Monte Car- 

Open champion, 7-5, 6-0. “f 
don’t think anybody in their 
right mind would have taken me 
to win ” Steven said after ad- 
vanring to the quarter-finals. 

Although many observers 
would have fancied the counter- 
punching Chang's prospects 
against his American- compa- 
triot. the serve is hardly his 
biggest weapon. Chang has, of 
course, achieved the one hon- 


‘Lucky’ 


our denied to his opponent, win- 
ning the French Open back in 

1 989 and dispatching Sampras 
6-1, 6-1, 6-1, in the second 
round in the process. 

That was a victory faff Chang’s 
prodigious guile over Sampras’s 
latent talent that would secure for 
him the United Slates Open in 

1990 and nine other Grand 
Slams titles thereafter, four of. 
them at Wimbledon. 

They had not met on a day 
court since then, Sampras win- 
ning 1 1 of their 17 matches in the 
interim. Solidly though Chang 
served yesterday in making up 
some of the ground lost earlier 
in the season because of a knee 
injury, his win, 6-2, 7-6, was craft- 
ed by greater confidence in his 
rallying skills allied To his op- 
ponent's distrust of the way the 
balls behaved for him. Sam- 
pras’s 37 unforced errors to 
Chang’s 13 represent the more 
accurate tale of events. 

Sampras, in common with 
Russia's Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 
who double-faulted on match 
point in losing to the Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek, numbers 
among the players who have 
complained about the spe.ed of 
the balls here. But to suggest 
that the fast balls favoured 
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Roman showdown: Michael Chang hits a backhand during his win over his old rival Pete Sampras Photograph: Reuters 


Chang's serve, ns Sampras did 
yesterday, appears lo defy log- 
ic. It was with his ground strokes 
that Sampras suffered most, 
rarely gauging the pace of bis 
shots correctly, many of them 
finding the net. others flying 
long or wide. 

He was broken in the open- 
ing game and again for 1-4. dou- 
ble-faulting on break point, in 
losing the first set in only 28 
minutes. Although Sampras 


improved during Lbe second 
sec after saving three break 
points in the third game and an- 
other in the 11th - after suc- 
cessfully urging the crowd to 
support him instead of whistling 
at his errors - he was unable to 
build on a 2-0 lead in the tie- 
break, which Chang won, 8-6. 

■Ttete’s style has never been 
one to heat players in long ral- 
lies, and day has never been his 
best surface,” Chang said. “Go- 


ing for his shots forced him into 
errors. 1 just tried to mix it up and 
play smart tennis. I don't think 
m ever win matches just by serv- 
ing welL" 

Steven, who recovered from 
1-4 in the first set to “fluster” 
Moya, did so by changing his tac- 
tics and slicing short shots. “It's 
not attractive tennis, bit it worked 
well,” the New Zealander said.**! 
managed to keep him off bal- 
ance, but if we meet again at the 


insists he still loves his sport 


iBoxing 


SPENCER OLIVER yester- 
day admitted he felt fortunate 
to be alive after suffering life- 
threatening injuries in a fight 12 
days ago. 

The former European ban- 
tamweight champion bad emer- 
gency surgery to remove a 
blood dot from his brain fol- 
lowing his lOtb-round defeat by 


Ukraine's Sergei Devakov at the 
Royal Albert Hall on 2 May. 

At first, it was feared Oliv- 
er - who was one of Britain’s 
brightest prospects before the 
accident - would die, but he has 
made a remarkable recovery 
and was able to walk out of hos- 
pital on Wednesday. 

Hie Londoner, who wQ] nev- 
er box again, revealed: “I feel 
abit hicty at the moment, to teB 
the truth. 1 feel like I’ve got a 


second bite of the cheny. I don’t 
remember anything of the night 
at all. I can just remember 
waking up in the hospital and 
thinking: ‘What am I doing 
here?’ 1 just thought I’d been 
knocked out - 1 didn’t think it 
was as serious as it was. They 
told me afterwards that I had a 
very slim chance of surviving. 
Before then they didn’t have 
much hope for me. Tm just 
lucky that I’m alive.” 


Oliver’s injuries have led to 
renewed calls from the medical 
profession for boxing to be 
banned. However, the 23-year- 
old said: “1 think it’s still got to 
cany on. There's too much 
money involved m boxing, and 
it’s a great sport 

“What happened to me 
doesn't change my views of 
things. I still love the sport as 
mudi as I did beforehand and 
if I could do it all again, I’d do 


Skelton exploits 
early advantage 


Wind turns race into lottery 


ijr' Genevieve Murphy 
fcTWndsor 

NICK SKELTON believed it 
was an advantage to be drawn 
early Mien he won yesterday’s 
Samsung Electronics Speed 
Stakes on the opening day of The 
Rqydl Windsor Horae Show. The 
ground was to become heavier 
fluting the contest, with Ihe rain 
providing its usual unwelcome 
isoaking ai this long-established 
( fixture in the Home Park. 

Skelton won on Virtual Vil- 
lage Cartegene, one of the 
eight-y ear-ip Id horses he is 
bringing on quietly for the big 
international shows of the fa- 
turc. At the moment, he has no 
thoughts of arming bis. good 
youngsters for the World 
Equestrian Gapes to be held in 
Italy in October.' _ - - . 


Sporting Digest 


Yesterday Skelton defeated 
23-year-old Andrew Davies on 
Captain Wellington and the 
New Zealander. Samantha 
McIntosh, on Rjccanda. Davies, 
who is making a name for him- 
self on the home circuit, is 
trained by David Broome. 

Tim Stockdale, temporarily 
out of action with a broken knee 
after being kicked by a horse, was 
at Windsor for the announce- 
ment of a new sponsorship deal. 
Uaxdata, who make CD equip- , 
ment, arc injecting £lm into 
showjumping this year. This in- 
cludes support for three riders - 
Stockdr^ Ireland’s former Eu- 
ropean champion, Peter Charles, i 
and. an - up-and-coming rider, 
.Stuart Harvey. t : 

Hie riders have been given a 
three-ye^z contract, which takes 
them up to the 2000 Olympics 
-in Sidney, which is the goal for 
both Stockdale and Charles. 


By Stuart Alexander 
in La Rochelle 

NERVES were becoming 
frayed on the Whitbread race 
track last night as the final 
stages of the eighth leg from An- 
napolis to La Rochelle turned 


into a lottery. At the front, Paul 
Standbridge in Toshiba and 
Lawrie Smith in Britain's Silk 
Cut watching anxiously as the 
fickle wind caused all sorts of 
problems. 

For . the previous leader. 
Grant Dalton, it had been “a 
dark day on board as Merit Cup 
had watched overnight the 


boats in the north hold [wind] 
pressure longer and sail away 
from us”. 

No one could say with -cer- 
tainty who would be first into a 
French town eagerly awaiting 
their arrival, or even when. 
Even more uncertain was how 
points would be allocated by the 
time all nine had finished. 


Games could be health risk 


Athletics 


PAUL EVANS, the British 
marathon runner, believes the 
health of young athletes could 
be at risk if they take part in this 
summer's Commonwealth 
Games in Malaysia. 

Evans dams pollution levels 
in Kuala Lumpur could be dan- 
gerous to young competitors 
who will still feel they cannot 
miss the opportunity to take part 


The 1996 Chicago Marathon 
champion says British athletics 
officials could be doing more to 
find out whether it is safe for peo- 
ple to take part in the Gaines. 

Speaking at the launch of 
(his year’s Great South Run in 
Portsmouth, Evans said he 
would not hesitate to pull oat 
if he felt the levels of toxins 
in the air would barm him. 
“The buck is being passed on 
to the athlete to make up their 
mind whether or not they want 
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to take part," he said. “We are 
being supplied with figures, 
but they don't mean too much 
to anyone. 

“Fm in a position where I 
don't have to @3 if 1 feel my health 
would be at risk, but for athletes 
who are about 18 years old it 
would be very hard to drop out 
They cou/d be selected for their 
axmtzy for the first time and they 
would be so keen to run it would 
be difficult for them to pull 
out" 
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French Open Tm sure he will 
know mentally how to play me.” 

Krajicek. Lhe 1996 Wimble- 
don champion, edged Kafel- 
nikov, the 1996 French Open 
winner, 6*2, 3-6, 7-6. Gustavo 
Kuerten, of Brazil, the reigning 
French champion, defeated the 
young German Tommy Haas, 
6-4. 6-2, and Marcelo Rios, the 
Chilean world No 3, swept past 
Thomas Muster, the former 
“King of Gay". 6-3, 6-1. 


it the same. Fd let my son be a 
boxer if he wanted to be, though 
1 wouldn’t force him into it be- 
cause it’s, a tough sport" 

• The British welterweight 
champion Geoff McCreesh has 
been fined £5,000 by the Boxing 
Board of Control after testing 
positive for a banned substance 
following last November's Eu- 
ropean title defeat by Michele 
Picdrillo in Novara, Italy. Mc- 
Creesh has lodged an appeal. 


Howey makes 
quick advance 
to semi-finals 

By Nicola Falrbrother 

KATE HOWEY put herself 
half-way along the road to win- 
ning the European title yester- 
day when she won her first two 
contests at the European 
Championships in Oviedo and 
reached the semi-finals. 

, The first match was the 
marker of ttciweyV form with 
the Brit up against the Italian 
Ylenia Scapin, who has won 
their last three encounters. But 
yesterday, the Italian hardly 
got a look ra. Howey started the 
contest with a series of her 
trademark pick ups and leg 
grabs. And although Scapin 
did come back in the third i 
minute, Howey had already I 
notched up enough attacks to 
deserve all the referees’ flags. 

A dean throw, on Cat a Ro- 
drigues of Portugal, followed lo 
show that all bodes well for Sat- 
urday’s semi-final when Howey 
will meet Karin Kienhuis from 
the Netherlands. But with four 
bronze medals and two silvers 
from previous years, Howe/s not 
taking anything for granted. 

“Tm really pleased to have 
beaten Scapin but on Saturday 
I will go in thinking it’s my first 
fight again,” she said. “It’s then 
that the real business starts.” 

Also through to semi-final 
position are light heavyweight 
Chloe Cowen and the young 
heavyweight, Karina BiyanL 
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Murray’s men 
face big test 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfletd 

ONE PERSON who is com- 
pletely unsurprised by Leeds’ 
unbeaten start to the Super 
League season under Graham 
Murray is his captain at a very 
different club last year. 

Robbie McCormack will 
book for Wigan -also with a per- 
fect record -in the btg^sl game 
of the campaign so far at Head- 
ingley tonight Afterwards, he 
and Murray will share a beer 
and, no doubt a few reminis- 
cences about their experiences 
together at the Hunter Mariners. 

The two steered the Mari- 
ners to the final of the Wrid 
Club Championship in the 
club’s one year of existence, af- 
ter which both of them needed 
a new job. McCormack - heav- 
ily touted by Murray - found it 
at Wigan, while Murray, after 
Hunter’s slow, lingering death, 
moved In at Leeds. 

“They’re in very good form 
and it doesn’t surprise me that 
Muzza’s made such a good start 
there,” said McCormack, revel- 
ling in bis role at Wigan, where 
he is a full-time professional for 
Lbe first lime in his long career. 
“It’s obviously going to be a very 
tough game, because they're 
playing in a very physical way. 
Their defence is very strong 
and the equation is that when 
you get that right everything else 
tends to fall into place.” 

Leeds have been criticised in 
some quartets for being too 
physical, too aggressive, with 
Murray admitting that they op- 
erate in a “grey area”, just the 
right side of the rule-book, and 
maintain a permanent dialogue 
with the controller of referees, 
Geoff Beriy. 

But McCormack rejects the 
idea that there is anything 
wrong with their new approach. 
“I don’t think you can ever be 
too physical, can you? That’s 
what the game’s about - al- 
though Muzza does like the ball 
to be moved around when you 


can do it, and that has shown in 
Leeds’ play as well.” 

Like Leeds’ Marc Ghmville, 
McCormack has beard this “loo 
rough, too tough” accusation for 
most of his career. The two 
played together for the notori- 
ously rugged Newcastle Knights 
for the best part of a decade. 

“We're playing games pret- 
ty aggressively at the moment,” 
said GlanvilJe, who was only 
cleared to play tonight after it 
was judged that his sending-off 
at London last Friday was suf- 
ficient. punishment. “Maybe 
some teams can’t handle that” 

The Wigan coach. John Mo- 
oie, is one who has witnessed 
the transformation from a club 
famous for being “soft” in the 
forwards when the heal was on 
to one that sets out to put the 
frightenere on opponents. “1 ex- 
pected it to happen whan Dean 
Bell was coach, but it has hap- 
pened this season,” he said. 

In retrospect. Bell’s influence 
probably did start to toughen up 
Leeds' general approach, but 
the fuB benefit has not been fell 
until this season, thanks to the 
extra organisation that Murray, 
with his experience at the top 
level’ in Australia, has been 
able to introduce. 

No one has benefited more 
from the new regime than Adri- 
an Morley, the Great Britain 
forward, who Murray, with his 
sketchy knowledge of club af- 
filiations, was so delighted to 
discover was a Leeds player 
when he took the job. 

However, Morley typifies 
the fine line that Leeds walk. He 
has been in devastatingly good 
nick as a runner with the ball 
and seemed to have eliminated 
the tackle that hits its target too 
high from his repertoire. It was 
back, however, in last Friday’s 
match at London. 

Murray will know that 
Leeds’ chances of sustaining 
their winning start beyond its 
most rigorous challenge will 
depend on how well Morley and 
his team-mates control their 
aggression. 


Pendlebury’s exit 
is shock for Halifax 


JOHN PENDBLEBURY has 
become the first coaching ca- 
sualty of the Super League sea- 
son, resigning from his job at 
Halifax yesterday because of 
what he claimed was the inability 
of the board to work together, 
writes Dave HadfieML 

“The inability of the board of 
direct ore to coBectively work to- 
gether has given me no alter- 
native but to resign,” be said. 

“The fact that the three-man 
board refused to communicate 
with one another makes it very 
difficult to work effectively and 
maintain morale within the 
squad.” 

The club, which claims to be 
taken by surprise by his decision, 
has asked him to reconsider. 
Their football manager, David 
Hobbs and their A team coach. 
Nicky Kiss, have taken over in 
the interim. 

A former player for, 
amongst others, Wigan and 
Halifax, Pendblebury took over 


at Halifax at the stan of last sea- 
son. That proved a difficult in- 
troduction, but Halifax have 
made a respectable start this 
lime, until losing to the previ- 
ously winless Warrington last 
Sunday. 

For their next match, at the 
Bradford Bulls this Sunday, 
Halifax wiB at least have the ser- 
vices of their captain. Karl 
Harrison. Harrison was found 
not guilty yesterday for a high 
tackle for which he was sent off 
during that match at Warring- 
ton. ' 

Jon Roper, the Warrington 
centre, sent off for a similar of- 
fence in the same match, was 
found to have been punished 
sufficiently as was fcier Gill, disr 
missed along with Leeds' Marc 
GlanvQie for fighting Last Friday. 

That leaves Gill free to cap- 
tain London in place of Terry 
Matterson, who has decided lo 
stand down, at Huddersfield on 
Sunday. 


todays 

NUMBER 


The amount a Hrming- 
hampurter has staked on 
Arsenal winning the FA; 
Cyp tomorrow The man 
won the sumafter placing 
a £30000 bet orrChebea 
to win the European Cup- 
Wmhert Cip on Wednes- 
day night .and . if ..the 
Gunners complete tfs.dou-' 
bte hew* pocket £120000' 
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Rugby League 

' JJB SPORTS- SUPER LEAGUE Leeds v 

vWgwffn -• 

RUGBY LEAGUE Aral DMMme HwibM * 
JMOrwp^d ••. / 

.Rugby Union 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Df- 
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Speadway 

PHHBER LEAGUE CUP: Aiwa Ess* v 
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Other sports 
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Bergkamp has Wembley in his sights 


Football 


By Glenn Moore 
Pootbafl Correspo nd ent 

DENNIS BERGKAMP will 
wake up in Arsenal's London ho- 
tel tomorrow morning, careful- 
ly get out of bed and gingerly 
stretch his Grabs. In that moment 
he will know if he is to play in 
tomorrow’s 117th EAChp final. 

The Dutch striker is more 
optimistic about his fitness than 
at any time since he damaged 
his hamstring against Derby 16 


days ago. However, his chances 
of playing against Newcastle 
United remain in the balance. 
After joining in a fnUtrain- 


finai. Wfc can't recreate that in- 
tensity. 48 horns before the 
game so, if he plays, it wSlsdll 


terday he said: Tm happy that 
Tin still in with a chance, but Pm 
still thinking about the injury 
when I train. I will push it 
harder tomorrow and 1 will 
know as soon as I stand up on 
Saturday morning whether I am 
fit 1 want to play but I have to 
be 100 per cent fit." 

Aisiae Wenger, the Arsenal 
manager, said; “I am surprised 
he has recovered this mndh 


jury is superficial not deep. 

*Tm encouraged that he 
wants to pby.- He is thmKng 
only of Arsenal and not of the 

possibtfityof injuring himself for 
the World Cup. 

“I wiH mate tire dedsioo, but 
T know he is not the sent of play- 
er to cheat and tell me be is fit 
when fac ts not. He will have to 
be conrfoitable with his body 
and he wifi be honest wife me. 


He knows how important this 
game is for Arsenal” - 

Wenger then underimed the 
importance of Bergkamp, who 
made a brief appearance in 
west London to -receive his 
Football Writers’ Player of the 
Year award last night. “He is a 
leader on die field. He is easy 
to find in thegame for defend- 
ers and midfidders. He gives 
them an option when they have 
■the ball and that improves the 
confidence of the team. He is 
creative with his passing and can 
score goals. But he is like 
everybody. He may be a huge 


player bat, ifbe is not fit, he can* 
not play” 

Arsenal have no otherirgury 
worries, although lan Weight is 
still short of match fitness and. 


the whole game". This means 
Wenger is unlikely to take the 
risk of starting with both Wright 
and Bergkamp. Wfcigbt could be 

a substitute, but Bergkamp will 

either start or watch. 

Newcastle appear to be in- 
jury-free, though little news 
was emerging from their train- 
ing camp. Of the two, AxseoaTs 
build-up appears more re- 


laxed. Yesterday they sat in die 
Hertfordshire sunshine after 
training and took turns to 
meet the press. Tbny Adams 
was expansive; Martin Keown 
thoughtful; Patrick. Vieira a 

mixture of intensity and smfl^ 
Emmanuel Pent, dressed all in 

white like a latter-day Jean 
Boro tra, confident and phleg- 
matic. 

Petit, now recovered from 
Don Hutchison’s crude tackle 
12 days ago, said he believed 
r*>ming to. England had cost 
him a place in the World Cup 

but it was still worth it This sur- 


Liebenberg 
starts with 
a flourish 


Cricket 


By Derek Pringle 

£n Worcester 


South Africa 2B7-4dec 
v Worcestershire 31-1 


THE OMENS were looking good for 
England, after South Africa ended 
their opening day of the tour 287 for 
4 declared. Normally visiting teams 
come to Worcester, acknowledge the 
impressive 11th Century cathedral 
perhaps partake of the sumptuous teas, 
and get roundly thrashed. They then 
manage, as Australia (fid last season, 
to go on and turn the tables against 
the national side and win the Tfest se- 
ries!^ about the third or fourth Test 

As first outings go. South Africa 
will have every right to be pleased 
with themselves as three of the top 
four passed fifty. The classiest of- 
fering, by some distance, came from 
Daiyfl Cullman, who ended un- 
beaten on 67, though both Jacques 
Kailis, with 75, and Gerhardus 
liebenberg (98) made up for points 
lost to style with a steely determi- 
nation during a tricky first session. 

Following a hectic winter over 
which llTfests and 22 one-daymatcb- 
es were played. South Africa have left 
themselves just five playing days be- 
fore their first international. With 
Shaun Pollock nursing a slight ab- 
dominal strain and Brian McMillan 
rested it was probably not quite the 
Test ride England will face at Edg- 
baston on 4 June, but it was dose. 

A few matches may not seem long 
to acclimatise, but with Worcester- 
shire's bowlers straying a yard too 
short on a misty morning ideal for 
bowling, the batsnen probably fed at 
home already. Indeed had the South 
African captain. Hanrie Cronje, not 
been seeking the chance of two inning 


for his batsmen, he would surely not 
have resisted the temptation to bowi 
first after winning the toss. 

Peversely> things began well for 
the home side when the evergreen 
Phil Newport, swinging the new 
ban, had Gary Kirsten caught at bat 
pad by Matthew Rawnsley for one. 
Instead of running through theirop- 
ppnents as they do most years, the 
home side had to wait almost four 
hours for their next success, when 
Kailis was bowled driving past a good 
one from Alamgir Sheriyar that 
came back sharply off the seam. 

Kailis settled quicker than his 
partner liebenberg, who had a pe- 
riod where most of his scoring 
strokes ended up at third man. 

At 26, Liebenberg is, along with 
Kirsten, the Tfest opener in residence, 
playing in both Tfests against Sri Lan- 
kadining April A tall cautions play- 
er, Lieberiberg’s demise, two runs 
short of his century, probably sur- 
prised him as much as anyone else 
after he top-edged a slog off Graeme 
Hick, deputising for the injured 
captain, Tbm Moody. 

The catcher was Rawnsley who, 
rfp-pntfemg for the injured Richard 
IDh^woitfe had a hand m (hree of the 
four dismissals. Rawnsley was also 
primarily respousibte-thoiigh Odi- 
nan’s change of mind did not help - 
fornimringoutOonje. Unfortunately 
it had little to do with bis bowling 
which Cullman, in particular, clout- 
ed to all parts of New Road, includ- 
ing a thumping flat six over long-off 

Set a tricky 40 minutes to bat, 
Worcestershire quiddy lost VEfcram 
Solanld, caught on the crease by tbe 
slippery-paced Lance Kusener.AI the 
other end Allan Donald bristled but 
did not strike and Hick took a brace 
of fours off the feist bowler that even 
Graham Gooch, watching here as a 
selector, would have been proud oL 
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their total In the shadow of Worcester cathedral 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 3611. Friday 15 Mqy 


By PW 


Thursday's folotioo 



ACROSS 

7 Police officer taking on aus- 
tere area (8) 

9 King to take refuge in a 
fake religions establishment 
(6) ‘ 

10 Composer’s five rerital’s 
opening -good (4) 

U Supplies plough Hurt im- 
mobile (10) 

12 Doctor on boat? Capital (6) 

14 Greek and American fol- 
lowed by Scot (8) 

15 British fanning concern has 
local office (6) 

17 Shade open wide. having 
yard covered (6) 

20 Ancient jugs in a hamper 
served up with love {£) 

22 Humming tops in •'pinning 

may easily lurch list and 
yaw (6) 


23 Pn himnisr malcfng you 
glance, startled, round front 
of newspaper (5, 5) 

24 Stupid craze recedingwith 
time (4) 

25 Chap in queue, without 
question, fail of information 
(6) 

26 See game around Northern 
Scottish location (4/1) 

DOWN 

1 One eventually goes off 
damaging property in the 
local area (4-4) 

2 Men-only phase should be 
curtailed (4) 

3 Bob spotted a puzzle (6) 

4 TV programme -see host 
walk unsteadily (4-4) 

5 Knowing about alterations 
to the ion interference? 
(5,5) 


6 Stew bound to be over- 
turned - look! (6) 

8 Hard worker a bit upset 
before start of year (6) 

13 Support for duck makes 
Conservative curse with 
rage (4-6) 

16 Musical song contains 
some purpose (8) 

18 Swimmer getting first 
place (first in freestyle is 
hard) (8) 

19 Writer takes most of 
coins I left (6) 

21 Mother capturing ani- 
mal in large bortle (6) 

22 The terrible smell is fish 

( 5 ) 

24 Effort giving some good 
in time (4) 


Banks floats idea of 
football regulator 


S ports politics 


THE sports minister, Tbny 
Banks, yesterday floated the 
idea of a new football regula- 
tor to guard fans from ex- 
ploitation by dubs. He told a 
committee of MPs that football 
was not Hke other products, in 
that fans could not snitch dubs 
in search of lower prices. 

Fresh from celebrating 
Chelsea's European Cup-Win- 
ners' Cup victory in Stockholm. 
Banks told the Culture, Media 
and Sport Select Committee he 
had just paid £1,250 for a sea- 
son ticket to Stamford Bridge 
next season. 

Xt was, he said, a lot of mon- 
ey. Put to him that a ticket for 
Witfoid would cost less, he 
said he would still support 
Chelsea, even if he had won the 
ejection he fought unsuccessfully 
in 1979to become Watford MP. 

“Football isn’t just another 
product,” he said. “\bu cant just 
say it’s like a car or a refrigera- 
tor where you just switch brands. 
You can't do that wfili football 
so football hasa responsflnlily." 

Asked what could be done 
to ensure feus got value for 
money in terms of ticket prices, 
merchandising and broadcast- 


ing of matches, he said: “There 
are ways this could be done. 

“If we recognise football is 
not like any normal product be- 
cause it isn’t just something we 
can switch in and out of, we 
could introduce a regulator. 
It’s not government policy but 
it's a possibility. 

“We interfere in the market 
for public utilities, because we 
recognise their role in the econ- 
omy is different from other 
products. You can't survive 
without electricity and water so 
you can’t let free market forces 
rip in this area. 1 suspect you 
could survive without football 
though some people would 
question that.” 

Banks said the football ’fesk 
Force would also be consider- 
ing the question of ticket prices 
and merchandising. 

“It will be a very difficult 
area, but tfte mere fact that we 
can’t solve all the problems to 
everyone’s satisfaction isn't an 
excuse for not looking at the 
problems. I feel that we as 
politicians can assist the or- 
ganisers of sports to recognise 
there is a long-term interest.’’ 

He referred to allegations 
that two Newcastle United di- 
rectors had boasted of replica 
kits costing the club £5 that 


could be sold to fens for £50. 

Banks said: “If that sort of 
level of exploitation is talcing 
place, I think politicians, 
whether we like it or not, will 
be forced to intervene, because 
that’s gross exploitation. 

“We owe it to the people we 
represent to at least make sure 
they are not exploited in such 
an appalling way.” 

After the hearing. Banks 
stressed to reporters that, on the 
issue of the regulator, he had 
been expressing just a person- 
al opinion in reply to an MP’s 
question, and he conceded 
there couJd be practical prob- 
lems with the idea. 

The sports minister also said 
he would like a return of the an- 
mial Eqgfand-Scotland home jq- 
ternationals, which stopped 
largely because of hooliganism. 

“Now we have so improved 

our stadiums and safety regimes 

in this country and Scotland, I 
think the time is now right For 
the oldest international fixture 
in the world to be restored.” 

Banks also said he thought 
2012 might be an appropriate 
year for London to host the 
Olympic Games, although be 


for the British Olympic Com- 
mittee. 
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fflSi else to do with the Eng- 

“ISceVieinandNi^ 

fesAfleDca,isinAim6Jacjie 

pr dta il «iy28-nisl!squsd,but 

te taidT^Hfe [Jacquet] riunte 
players are much better ifjbijy 

S^ing in Italy 

very difficult for me, Pamck and 
Nfcoias. He has his team, bE 

^Idontthinkhe’s^ 

been here to see us, though lus 

assistant has. 

‘He thinks the best players 


in the world are in Italy. There 
so many gnat 

Siformeai^notsogo^b^ 

cause it’s so bonng.T^nrm 

Etching it I have to r^hfo, 
the remote control and tiro 
aver. I could have gone to Italy 
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It is a joy to pby and never bor- 

I don’t make the World 
run I will still be France's^ 

biggest supporter but ® 

onthe beach, with my friends ' 

and some wine.” " 
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Fowler out of 
action ‘until 
Christmas’ 


i . 
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By Catherine Riley 


NO SOONER had his injuiy- 
curtaiied season ended than 
Robbie Fowler was told he 
would be feeing the rest of the 
year without football 

Following a dash with the 
Everton goalkeeper, Thomas 
Myhre, during the Merseyside 
derby at Airfield in February , the 
Liverpool striker suffered knee 

J mwaMi grhir^i KtlTT 


out of the remainder of the sea- 
son kid ended his hopes of play- 
ing in the World Cup finals. 

“There were some reports 
that he had visions of playing 
pre-season, but he certainly 
won’t be playing before Christ- 
mas. That is the estimation at 
the moment,’' the Liverpool 
physiotherapist, Mark Leather, 
said yesterday. 

“At the moment he is exer- 
cising, jogging out of a brace, 
weight-lifting and doing plenty 
of pool work. He is still ahead 
of schedule at this stage but he 
wiH certainly not be playing fust- 
team football until foe later 
stages of the year.” 

It means Fowler will also 
play no part in Liverpool's 
friendly against fatemazkmaie 
at Airfield on 4 August Tbe 
game is part of the deal which 
brought Paul face to Liverpool 
from the San Siro last summer. 

Premiership runners-up 
Manchester United are still 
hopeful of signing the 
Cameroon international Mare 
Vivien Foe from French cham- 
pions Lens. Tbe United dub sec- 
retary, Ken Ramsden, said: “Wfe 
haven’t confirmed a deal with his 
chib yet so there is no progress 
there. It is still ongoing.” 


Despite relegation to the % 
First Division, Crystal Palace 
look certain to become the third 
dub to benefit from Chelsea s 
European success by qualifying 
for the InterTbto Cup. 

Aston Villa moved into the 
Uefe Cup courtesy of Chelsea’s 
European Cup-Winners' Cup 
victory over Stuttgart on 
Wednesday, ruling the Midlan- 
ders out of having to compete 
in the InteiToto Cup to gain a 
place in Europe. 

Palace were the only Premier 
t leag ue club apart from VIHa to 
express an interest in the pre-se*^ 
son tournament and unless an-W 
other dub declares an interest 

before the deadline for entries of 
2 June, it will be Palace who try 
to secure one of three places on 
offer in next season's Uefe Cup. 

It will not be easy for them, 
however. The Eagles would 
need to win three two-legged 
matches, culminating in the fi- 
nals on II August and 25, to se- 
cure a Uefe spot 

Palace’s European adven- 
tures will take place without 
Tbmas Brotio, however. The 
Swedish international hasbeen - 
released by the Selh first Park 
dub he joined in January. 

Tbe former Leeds and Fhr- 
ma player has been unable to re- . .. 
capture his once deadly form 
and fitness and foiled to score 
in 15 appearances for the Ea- 
gjes, nor did he play fa the ia» . 
three games of the season wbeu ' 
relegation was confirmed/ 

Palace have also odeased.C 
four other players: Rrfricio B3- ;■ 
lio, who was a pon-con tract ^ 
player, Rory Ginty, Richardr. 
Kennedy an&ftavid Stevens. \ 
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